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OBrlen's all new Epoxy Lite Series'“ short- 
boards are, quite frankly, designed to dance on and 
around anything In sight. 

They are exceedingly light. Remarkably agile. 
And their jibing response so quick It borders 
on scary. 

Yet. unlike their home-brew, custom-built 
counterparts, OBrien Epoxy Lltes don't have that 
unpleasant inclination to disintegrate on impact. 

Give credit to a rather esoteric construction 
method using a carbon fiber/S-glass lay-up with 



Polyethylene Paint 
Over Gel Coat 


.Fiberglass 

Cloth 


Acrylic Foam Dust Non-Skid Deck 

Fiberglass/Epoxy 
I-Beam Stringer ' 

One Piece 
injection 
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Unl-dlrecVonal 
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Fiber¬ 
glass 
Rail Wrap. 
2 layers 
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8 oz. Fiber- Fiberglass 
glass Cloth. 

2 layers 

































a uniformly controlled ratio of resin to cloth saturation. No lumps. No weak spots. 

Our fin-box Is tied through an epoxy/fiberglass I-Beam stringer directly to the 
upper deck, an exclusive feature that eliminates fin-box blowouts. And generous 
strips of fiberglass wrap the rails to protect areas most prone to damage. 

What an O'Brien Epoxy Lite Series board affords you, then. Is the full tilt 
performance of a custom board, with consistency and durability that is any¬ 
thing but customary. 

All of which leaves us 
with one question we're just 

ltChln |Si we dance? Becauseihe earth Is two-thirds water. 
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SIX YEARS IN DEVELOPMENT 

For years, insiders have been jealously guarding the Velocity 
performance advantage. In fact, it's been six years since our first 
Velocity board hit the water. We've built hollow boards, honeycomb 
boards, sandwich boards, even hybrid boards. All of them good, but 
unfortunately, not great. Finally, with some help from our friends in 
the aerospace industry, we've perfected a high temp-high pressure 
composite construction. It produces incredibly light boards with the 
feel of epoxy and the strength of an airplane. You simply must sail 
one to understand. 

WHOLESALE, FACTORY DIRECT TO YOU 

The traditional distribution system of trade fairs, pro racers, sales reps 
and retailers involves so much cost that our boards would simply be 
too expensive. We want you to share the Velocity experience at a 
reasonable price. Now you can buy any Velocity board wholesale, 
direct from the manufacturer. 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

We are so sure you'll be delighted with your Velocity after you try it, 
that if you want, we'll buy it back after the first week!* 

STILL DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU WANT? 

Then visit your local specialty retailer. They'll give you great selection 
and service. 

But, if you know you want the best and can appreciate the difference 
in our lighter-faster-tougher Velocity boards then: 

Lighten up your life with Velocity. 

We're faster than the wind. 

less one week rental & fieight. 
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Our philosophy: to continually 
improve and develop new technolo¬ 
gies and raise the performance level 
of our products. The result: More 
fun and excitement. 
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FANATIC ULTRAS have become 
the benchmark, offering fast shapes 
in durable carbon technology, for 
minimum weight and maximum 
stiffness. 

ULTRA BOA and MAMBA: Featuring 
deck to deck structural foam/com¬ 
posite stringers, another FANATIC 
first! 

FANATIC is: Dedicated engineers 
applying the latest production tech¬ 
nologies, achieving unmatched 
product quality, down to the smallest 
component. 

This commitment to quality is 
evident in the ULTRA line, where 
centerboards and fins are molded 
in pre-preg carbon/composites. 

FANATIC technology, the choice 
of discriminating sailors. Fun and 
performance, now “better than ever!” 
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Slalom Racing 


Expert racer Bruce Peterson sheds light on strategies and tech¬ 
niques that’ll get your starts wired and make your finishes picture- 
perfect. 

48 

The Aloha Classic 


How to Jibe 


Jibing 101: A short course in the basics, as demonstrated by 
Professor Cort Larned, enlightened instructor and jazzed jiber. 


58 

Hot Shots 


We focused on off-the-lip maneuvers to bring you this off-the-cuff 
pictorial, shot by photographers who are strictly off-the-wall. 

64 

Slalom Boards 


Battle-scarred and weather-weary, local Maui sailors shredded 
the waves while Europe's finest clinched the slalom heats. 
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INTERMEDIATE 

106 

EQUIPMENT 


Tom James recruited a fresh new team of testers and headed to 
Aruba to put the new ’89 slalom boards through their paces. 

86 

Drysuits 

Noticed any icebergs off the port bow? Then let famed Eskimo 
explorer Nanook Denali (a.k.a. Eric Sanford) offer ways and 
means for staying high—and almost dry. 

92 

Florida’s East Coast 

Sail with the upper crust on the lower east side, as two in-tune 
locals share the secrets of their backyard flat-water and surfsailing 
spots. 

99 

The Plymouth World 
Championships 


Cover: Julia de Ruyter blasts off 
Aruba’s west side 
Photo by: Darrell Jones 


There was no wind, but pro racer Maui Meyer provides an indepth, 
insider’s account of the psychological ploys and action that made 
this the best no-wind event ever. 
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Victory design triple lapiinate load panels 
Mylar/PVC laminated widow 
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Zipper toot batten closure 
4 ultra light foam core battens, 2 cams 
Raised tack ring for perfect gap 
closing 
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All Competition Soils hove adjustable heads 
Photos 1988 Steve WUIclngs 
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COURAGE, 
CONCENTRATION - 
PRECISION. 


An unbeatable combination that puts us ahead so you're ahead. 













MAKING YOU THE WINNER 

The Vario Lock System with its revolutionary 
closed ring construction can absorb up to 
420 kg of pulling forces. And comes stan¬ 
dard on all '89 North booms. For torsion 
resistant quality. North booms set the stan¬ 
dard. 



AN ACE 



North masts are not only interchangeable 
to produce different lengths but they can 
also be interchanged to produce different 
stiffnesses. Epoxy is more flexible than 
aluminium and carbon and we make it 
possible for a windsurfer to put an epoxy 
top with an aluminium bottom to produce 
a mast with a softer top. This is especially 
important on the smaller sized sails where 
the luff lengths are shorter and the mast tip 
needs to be soft for good speed and 
handling. 
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THE INTELLIGENT 
VARIO MAST SYSTEM. 

1 Dynamic Carbon 

Carbon - 465/480,1-piece, 2.2 kg 
Low weight, high performance 

2 Dynamic Speed AL 75 
Aluminium - 465,2-piece. 2.7 kg 
For large race and slalom sails, 
extremely stiff at boom section 

3 Superlight AL75 

Aluminium - 465. 2-piece. 2.3 kg 
'featherweight*, great handling, 
good slalom mast 

4 Combination AL/EPX 
Aluminium/Epoxy - 465.2-piece. 2.8 kg 
'Jack of all trades', slalom oriented 

5 Vario Sport EPX 

Epoxy - 465. 2-piece. 2.8 kg 
Good price performance ratio - 
recreational 

6 Heavy Duty EPX 

Epoxy - 465. 2-piece. 3.3 kg 
2 year warranty - indestructible 

7 Special Wave EPX 

Epoxy - 465/480.1-piece. 3.1 kg 
Weight oriented mast for heavy duty 
conditions 

8 Special Vario Top 
Epoxy-200/220 

for sails smaller than 4.5 m 2 . Allows for 
correct mast on shorter luffed sails. 



NORTH SAILS 

RIGPROFESSIONALS 
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IMPACT 


ZONE: 



World- renowned photogra¬ 


pher Jonathan Weston has 
compiled this beautiful, full- 
color pictorial essay of the 
Maui windsurfing experi- 
ance. Impact Zone is a must 
for every boardsailor's cof¬ 
fee table. 122 pages, hun¬ 
dreds of color photos, big 
12" x 8 3/4" size. 


WindRider Magazine, P.0. Box 136. 

ML Morris. IL 61045. 

Yes! Send me_copies of Impact 

Zone al $15 each, plus $1.50 shipping 
and handling per copy (Florida 
residents add 6% state sales tax). Allow 
four weeks (or delivery. 

Enclosed is my check or money order 

for: $_ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

State_Zip_ 

Order by phone with your Visa. 
American Express, or MasterCard. 

Call toll free 1 - 800 - 992-2177 

(in IL, 1-800-892-0753). 
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were gone when I ■ 
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shop) to see if the 
ieard anything. T< 
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led. I finally had some 
ng equipment ripped 
/anted it to happen, 
nevitable, since I’d 
irds around for eight 
3 n somewhat less 
e with my gear, 
w that equipment 
m long before my 
jt now I have experi- 
of despair known only 
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a painful feeling, and 
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pie who steal 
ment aren’t planning 
it. Therefore, the 
jear theft is to dry up 
Sure, first-time 
ike stuff, but if they 
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more. As long as 
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A/ill be guys ready to 

is is that you can’t 
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k up that custom 
azy guy in the alley 
only promotes the 
7. And if it's really 
n board you bought 
en. Also, a lot of 
Btail shops as well as 
off stolen goods. So 
-f the stuff you’ve got 
en? 

it should be obvious, 
example, that it's not 
selling his old board, 
ng the stuff calls the 
he probably hasn't 
If a deal seems too 
u may be looking at 

■iced my boards 
■voke up in the 
d the cops, filed the 
then headed right 
■ (a consignment 
guys there had 
my surprise, my 
_ e, but my brand- 


new custom Brasington asymmetrical 
wasn’t. In a matter of a couple of 
hours, my board had been stolen, taken 
to Second Wind to be sold on consign¬ 
ment, then bought by an innocent, 
deal-seeking sailor. 

Luckily, Second Wind had the 
buyer’s number and he willingly 
brought my board back, got his money 
refunded, and no one lost out. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the consignee didn’t leave a 
number, and from what I understand, 
he left the country without trying to 
collect M his" money off the board, so he 
never got caught. 

However, Second Wind has a 
system that records stolen gear, and 
had I known it, the guy definitely would 
have been nailed. Here’s how it works: 

If you get something stolen on Maui, 
you can stop in at Second Wind and 
report it. They, in turn, enter the data 
into their computer, which groups the 
stolen gear by type and size and prints 
out easy-to-read lists. Second Wind 
has gear coming in hourly to be sold on 
consignment, so when something 
comes in that looks even vaguely 
suspicious, they just check it against 
their list. 

We encourage every shop to follow 
Second Wind’s lead and incorporate a 
stolen goods tracking system of their 
own. And take some of the following 
steps to protect your equipment. 

First, there are plenty of sailboard 
locking systems on the market these 
days, and it pays to use one. There are 
also a number of precautions you can 
take before you hit the beach. Find a 
nice, inconspicuous spot on your 
boards and sails and apply some sort 
of serial number or code. If your 
equipment is stolen, a serial number will 
help the police track it down. If you’re 
having a custom board or sail made, 
make the colors unique enough to 
identify the sail, and have the shaper 
put your name on the stringer of the 
board. 

If you’ve taken these steps and your 
gear is stolen anyway, do what I did; 
head straight to the consignment shops 
in your area to see if the staff has heard 
anything. 

Of course, the best board theft-pre¬ 
vention method may also be the 
simplest: no one can steal it if you’re 
sailing it. 

Tom James 
Editor At Large 
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3% INCHES TO DECK 
6:1 DOWNHAUL 



AVAILABLE AT BETTER 
SAILBOARD SHOPS. 
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234 East 4th Aye., Vancouver, BC 
Canada. V5T1G5 
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these magnificent athletes They labor 
in the shadow of the males who get the 
media coverage and endorsements, 
while they and other women illustrate 
the articles written by males. 

I am disappointed that equal time, 
space, recognition, and money are not 
allocated to the women who are equally 
talented and devoted to our sport. The 
woman boardsailor faces the same 
unnerving conditions at Hookipa the 
males do, but with decreased body 
weight and muscle, yet they soar and 
shred with a grace and beauty not 
equaled by the men. 

We can only benefit by recognizing 
the courage and contributions that 
female sailors bring to boardsailing. 

Armand J. Richardson 
New Orleans, LA 

Editor's Note: We’re well aware that 
women boardsailors contribute greatly 
to the sport. And, since they have 
special board sizing needs, we’ve got 
two fine women sailors on our board 
testing staff. Check out their com¬ 
ments. 
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BAJA BITS 


loved your “Simple and Dweebert" 
story and format. You guys are 
great, but your Baja review lacked a 
J few facts. The sandbar near Punta 
Colorado, for wave sailors, is the 
easternmost point in all of Baja Califor¬ 
nia. That's why there is a lighthouse on 
it. Maps and mariners call it Punta 
Arena Sur. Why launch at Punta 
Colorado with all its rocks and prob¬ 
lems when you can journey a few more 
miles on the same road and launch 
from the sand beach? You’ll be sailing 
there anyway. 

The Los Barriles-Buena Vista area 
has great surfsailing at the bend in the 
bay where the downwind beaches 
begin at Rancho Buena Vista. The Baja 
Highwind Center offers launches at 
both Playa Hermosa and Rancho 
Buena Vista. Transportation is provided 
between the two hotels all day long. 
Rancho Buena Vista not only has its 
own airport, but the longest strip in the 
area, and more tennis courts than any 
other hotel in the region (one of which is 
lit for nighttime use), as well as a pool 
and jacuzzi. 

Thank you very much. Keep up the 
good work. 

Jay Valentine 
Baja Highwind Center 
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With our Durable Carbon System 
we are Introducing the most ad¬ 
vanced construction technology 
of the '90s. Extremely resilient la¬ 
minate Is strengthened longitudi¬ 
nally with carbon fibers. This pro¬ 
duces stability, minimum weight 
and exceptional toughness! 
























The secret of fast sails is their degree of efficiency: What really 
counts, is maximum lift coupled with minimum drag. To satisfy this 
demand, A. R.T. has developed its “Dual Strip System”. The result: 
all A. R.T. rigs achieve maximum Center of Effort stability and auto¬ 
matic sail twist, transforming gusts into speed, for more power and 
better handling. A.R.T. rig systems: Fun without compromise. 
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EFFICIENCY 
IS SPELLED... 

ADVANCED RIG TECHNOLOGY 


6 A. R.T. rig types with a total of 
38 sail sizes offer the most efficient 
"power plant” for all abilities and 
applications. 

Luff Sleeve Strip and Luff Panel 
Strip channel all loads, decreasing 
tension at the leech and luff 
sleeve, to improve twist and batten 
rotation. 
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A. R.T. DUAL STRIP SYSTEM 

LUFF STRIP = - 

SEWN ON A CONVEX 
BIAS TO THE MAST. 

• TWIST 

• SHAPE STABILITY 

• ROTATION 

• SAIL DURABILITY 


LUFF 





















sifechm, EfraoDucTQRY offers 


Save up to 55% on America^ Ifl wind¬ 
surfing magazine. It’s easy. No postage 
necessary, plus we’ll gladly bill you later 
Don’t wait Mail today! 

YES! Sign me up ton 

□ 1 year (8 issues) $13.97 
(newsstand price $23.60.) 

□ 2 years (16 issues) $22.97 
(newsstand price $47.20.) 

□ 3 years (24 issues) $30.97 □ Payment enclosed. 

(newsstand price $70.80.) □ Bill me later 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City/State/Zip_ 

BR9CA 

Please allow 4-6 weeks lor delivery of first issue. In Canada, add $5 per year for postage. AH other foreign countries add $10. U S funds only 
Basic subscription prices, one-year $13.97. two-years $22.97 and three-years $30 97. 


WHM TOM EMM? 

(fill in name of buddy below) 

Let him/her know it Heat them to a WindRider gift subscription! 
Great for birthdays.. .Thanks.. .or 
to make any occasion special. A thoughtful gift 
you’ll be remembered for all year 

YES! Send a year of WindRider for $13.97 with my compliments to: 



Name__ 

Address_ 

City/State/Zip__ 

’Well send your buddy a card announcing your gift signed from: 

Your Name__ 



to beat Iniesta, Bart Verschoor of 
Holland, and Nagy. For the silver, he’d ' 
also have to best Jan Boersma of 
Curacao. When it came down to the 
wire, Boersma finished second behind ' 
Austrian Thomas Wallner and Swiss Jan ’ 
Bonga. His silver medal would be 
Curacao's first ever in Olympic compe- * 
tition. On the last leg, it was a head-to- * 
head contest between Gebhardt and 
Verschoor; Gebi crossed the line first. * 

"Bart was on me the whole race, 
right up until the end. Then he went 
down and I realized, that’s it, I’ve got 
the bronze," recalled Gebhardt. 

Meanwhile, Kendall basked in the 
Olympic glory of his gold and Boersma * 
enjoyed the satisfaction of his silver. 

The rest of the fleet returned home with * 
memories of competition and lessons 
learned over the hard course of an 
: Olympic campaign. 

From an article by Mark Gabriel in 
Sailboard News 
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N evin Sayre, President of the Pro¬ 
fessional Boardsailing Associa¬ 
tion, has signed an exclusive 
agreement with Neil Pryde for 
the 1989 season. Sayre will be using 
Neil Pryde World Cup Racing K^Film 
sails in competition beginning with the 
Baja contest in January. 

Since 1985, Sayre has been in the 
top five in World Cup competition, and 
he won the Stroh's American Boardsail¬ 
ing Tour in 1985 and 1986. In 1988, he 
finished the World Cup ranked fourth in 
course racing and fifth in slalom. 

In the future, Sayre will be compet¬ 
ing around the world in PBA contests 
and in major American events, as well 
as consulting with FunSport and Neil 
Pryde Ltd. 
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nee every four years the world 
turns its attention to the ultimate 
arena of athletic competition: 
the Olympics. And in 1988, 
people all over the globe witnessed a 
true test of men, women, equipment, 
and stamina as competitors in the 
yachting events found themselves up 
against some tough conditions. 

Unexpectedly, Suyong Bay off the 
city of Pusan was often wild and windy, 
with gusts up to 30 knots and seas up 
to 20 feet at times. Even when condi¬ 
tions were lighter, strong currents and 
large seas combined to make the 
sailing competition the most challeng¬ 
ing in Olympic history. 

Equipment was broken in every 
class, but in the boardsailing competi¬ 
tion, where sailors used Division II hulls 
by Lechner, an Austrian manufacturer, 
equipment maladies often dwarfed the 
fierce competition. The boards, 
provided at the last minute, were not 
measured—they were the only Olympic 
craft that didn’t come under close 
scrutiny, and Olympic committee 
members privately admitted that they 
were so flawed that measuring them 
would have meant many could not be 
used. With only 90 boards for 45 
racers, the committee could not afford 
to disqualify any of them. 

Sailors chose their boards at random 
each day, and American Mike 
Gebhardt found himself in a serious 
predicament on the third day of 
competition, when his daggerboard 
failed to operate. Gebi pointed out the 
problem to Lechner factory technicians 
and Georg Lechner himself before the 
race, but Was assured that the dagger- 
board was working properly and 
ordered to the water. 

The race was a disaster for 
Gebhardt. His daggerboard failed to 
retract and he finished 11th—a far cry 
from the first and fourth he took on the 
first day of competition. After Gebi filed 
a protest and the jury reviewed his 
arguments, he was granted a YMP— 
yacht materially prejudiced—allowing 
him to average his points over the 
course of the regatta for that race. It 
meant he'd be sailing a "six-race, one- 
throwout" regatta, rather than seven 
races. It also put him in second overall. 

Naturally, there were further protests 
from other racers, so Gebhardt’s hull 
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was reviewed both in the committee 
room and on the water—the dagger 
never worked. Ultimately, the commit¬ 
tee upheld his YMP, and the racing 
went on. 

Day five of racing was the day of 
reckoning. Seas were reported to be 
four meters and the winds were 25 
knots. Outer course marks were drifting 
away as the fleet headed out to sea- 
using standard 70-square-foot sails. At 
the start, winds were gusting to 20 
knots and the sailors were obscured by 
the huge swells, overcast skies, and 
rain. 

France’s Robert Nagy was first at the 
mark, followed by the previous day’s 
winner, Carlos Iniesta of Spain/ The 
only true lightweight in the top 10 was 
Gebhardt, fifth at the mark. It was a 
day of crashes and burns. Only 18 out 
of 45 sailors completed the course; the 
majority of the others had to be 
rescued. 

Said Gebhardt, "This was a race in 
which whoever fell less won. It was 
nuking out there and we were hanging 
on for dear life.’’ Race six, held after a 
day’s postponement, saw huge seas 
but not much wind. New Zealand’s 
Bruce Kendall, who captured a bronze 
medal in the '84 Olympics, crossed the 
finish line first, assuring himself of the 
gold medal this time around. Gebi 
finished eighth, and Nagy third. 

Race seven saw blue skies, 12-knot 
winds, and five men competing for two 
medals—the silver and bronze. To 
assure himself a medal, Gebhardt had 


to beat Iniesta, Bart Verschoor of 
Holland, and Nagy. For the silver, he’d 
also have to best Jan Boersma of 
Curacao. When it came down to the 
wire, Boersma finished second behind 
Austrian Thomas Wallner and Swiss Jan 
Bonga. His silver medal would be 
Curacao’s first ever in Olympic compe¬ 
tition. On the last leg, it was a head-to- 
head contest between Gebhardt and 
Verschoor; Gebi crossed the line first. 

“Bart was on me the whole race, 
right up until the end. Then he went 
down and I realized, that’s it, I’ve got 
the bronze," recalled Gebhardt. 

Meanwhile, Kendall basked in the 
Olympic glory of his gold and Boersma 
enjoyed the satisfaction of his silver. 

The rest of the fleet returned home with 
memories of competition and lessons 
learned over the hard course of an 
Olympic campaign. 

From an article by Mark Gabriel in 
Sailboard News 
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|\ tion, has signed an exclusive 
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the 1989 season. Sayre will be using 
Neil Pryde World Cup Racing K-Film 
sails in competition beginning with the 
Baja contest in January. 

Since 1985, Sayre has been in the 
top five in World Cup competition, and 
he won the Stroh's American Boardsail¬ 
ing Tour in 1985 and 1986. In 1988, he *' 
finished the World Cup ranked fourth in 
course racing and fifth in slalom. 

In the future, Sayre will be compet- * 
ing around the world in PBA contests ' 
and in major American events, as well ‘ 
as consulting with FunSport and Neil 
Pryde Ltd. 
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Once Maui’s shores were tranquil indeed, but such scenes are a thing of the past. 


MAUI’S NORTH 
. SHORE—THE LAST 
RESORT? 


r\ fter all the rumors, stories, and 
/ / \ \ name-calling died down, and 
/ \ after all the smoke had cleared, 

■ it seemed that everyone lost a 

• little, everyone gained a little, and 

• everyone is learning to accept the new 

• windsurfing regulations recently 

• imposed on the quiet tropical island of 

• Maui, Hawaii. 

The problems started some 10 years 

• ago, when windsurfers discovered the 

• idyllic beaches, lush parks, clean 

• waves, and constant wind of Maui's 

• North Shore. As the sport grew, the 
' word spread: Maui was the place to 

• be. 

Then a couple of years ago the real 

• frenzy began, and suddenly Maui 

’ looked like Mecca during Holy Week. 

• Windsurfing pilgrims from around the 

• world virtually took over many 

• beaches—especially on the North 

• Shore—and before you could say 

• “Aloha," there were conflicts between 
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users: spear fishermen, surfers, 
swimmers, and windsurfers all wanted 
to enjoy the warm, clear, tropical 
Hawaiian waters. 

Voices were raised, meetings were 
held, and plans were drawn up to 
regulate everything from beach access 
to permitted uses to specific times and 
places for windsurfing. When the first 
draft of the plan was issued by a 
consulting firm working for the state, 
everyone cried foul. The plan was 
indeed flawed but at least it got people 
off their behinds and into thinking about 
future problems. 

More meetings were held and two 
groups formed, both working to come 
up with a more reasonable plan. Okay, 
said the State of Hawaii, if you people 
can get together on a plan that you all 
can agree on, then we'll adopt it 
instead of the one we have. Still more 
meetings took place as both time and 
tempers grew short. 

Finally, a compromise was reached 
and the "final" plan was presented to a 
packed house at the Paia Community 
Center in September of last year. As an 
endless line of citizens each took five 
minutes to give their opinions on the 
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proposed regulations, two things 
became abundantly clear: first, some 
folks liked the plan, some didn’t, and 
others figured that this was a good start 
and they could live with it. Second, 
there are people who like windsurfing, 
people who don't, and people who 
figure it’s here to stay and there’s 
nothing they can do about it. 

The meeting in Paia produced lots of 
jeers and cheers, but at least no 
spears. The local hecklers were left 
alone to heckle while rousing applause 
was accorded to all who spoke in favor 
of sailing. 

The bottom line was, virtually no one 
was going to change his opinion, no 
matter how many more meetings were 
held or reports were issued, and 
something had to be done before the 
situation got totally out of control. 

The adjustment period for everyone 
concerned is still being worked 
through, and doubtless there will be a 
few conflicts as all the different users 
grow accustomed to the idea that there 
are now specific rules. 

Basically, there is now a roped-off 
swimming area at Kanaha; divers are 
encouraged to use red dive flags 
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rp //? Haiku on Maui's north shore, 
Jancient winds rattle through tall 
* palms. Clouds hug close to the 
slopes ofHaleakala. There, in a small 
shaping room, Craig Maisonville has been 
carving his own special high-performance 
signature in foam for the past six years. 
Integrating natural curves and native 
rhythms with CAD technology and space 
age materials... shaping local customs 
for modem sailors. 


Maui Inspiration, 
Mainland Access 







(provided free by the Maui Boardsailors 
Association); Camp One is closed to 
launching or sailing in close to shore; 
and sailing at Hookipa is restricted to 
certain times and areas (but nothing too 
drastic). Spreckelsville is open to all 
users, as are many of the other smaller 
locations around the island. 

So no need to cancel your vacation 
to windsurfing paradise—all is calm. 
Indeed, if real estate sales are any 
indication, Maui is more popular than 
ever. The main attraction, Kanaha 
Beach Park, has over a mile of beach, 
so there is certainly room for everyone. 

If you’re heading to Maui, be sure to 
stop by one of the local sailboard shops 
and look over a copy of the new rules. 

If you’re not clear on them, be sure to 
ask someone. With a little common 
courtesy, a friendly attitude, and an 
ounce of brains, we can all enjoy 
paradise together. 

Contributed by Eric Sanford 

SENATOR GEORGE 
OF THE GORGE 


n June 1,1988, an event took 
place that could have tremen¬ 
dous potential impact on 
boardsailing in the Columbia 
River Gorge... George Rohrbacher was 
appointed to fill the Senate seat for 
Washington's 17th legislative district. 
This area includes the entire Washing¬ 
ton side of the Gorge, from East 
Vancouver to east of Maryhill. Not only 
is George from the Gorge, he's the first 
boardsailor in the Washington State 
Senate! 

Rohrbacher, a rancher in Klickitat 
County, is also the founder of The Celilo 
Cup, the first professional sailboard 
event held on the Washington side of 
the Columbia, held in 1988 to benefit 
the Klickitat/Skamania County United 
Way campaign. 

He authored the windsurfing 
potential use study for Washington 
State Parks for the Maryhill Park 
expansion, and helped author a study 
to inventory the Washington windsurfing 
sites as a member of the Columbia 
River Windsurfing Access Committee. 

Rohrbacher will be seeking to retain 
his seat in the Washington Senate this • 
November, which has us all wondering: 
Can putting a boardsailor in the White 
House be far behind? 

SAVE AND 
SUPPORT 


T he IWBA (International Women's 
Boardsailing Association) and 
WindRider Magazine have joined 
forces to help IWBA members 
• save when they subscribe to WindRider. 
• IWBA members will get their subscrip- 
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* tions at a reduced rate: $11.97 for 

* eight issues, two dollars off the basic 

* subscription price of $13.97. 

IWBA President Frieda K. Wildey 
' announced the special offer and said, 

* "The IWBA is excited about this 

* arrangement with WindRider and is 

* happy to offer this additional benefit to 

* those men and women who support the 

* IWBA through their membership.” Jill 

’ Hamilton, Vice President of Circulation/ 

* Marketing for World Publications, 

’ publisher of the magazine, and a long- 
’ standing member of the IWBA, re- 

* marked, M WindRider has always 

■ supported the IWBA and its goals, and 
' this promotion is more evidence of that 
’ support." 

In addition to the newly-announced 
' subscription discount with WindRider 
’ Magazine, IWBA members can take 

* advantage of special arrangements 

’ with Kerrits Activewear of Hood River 

* and discounts on IWBA-sponsored 
' events. 

IWBA members will receive the 
’ reduced subscription rate when they 

* send in the WindRider subscription 

* card contained in The Boom , the 

’ IWBA’s quarterly newsletter. To receive 

* more information about the IWBA or this 
’ special offer, write Frieda K. Wildey, 

* International Women’s Boardsailing 

' Association, PO Box 44549, Washing- 

■ ton, DC 20026. 


RECORD SPEEDS 


' I _I rik Beale and Serge Griesmann 

• broke both the World Speed 
PL, R ecorcl ar| d World Production 

• OED Sailboard Speed Record for 

‘ wind-powered sailing craft at the Speed 
' Canal at Saintes Maries de La Mer, 

■ France, on November 14 of last year. 

• Frenchman Serge Griesmann, 

• sailing a BIC Allegro speed board with 

• a UP/Paia prototype speed sail, broke 

• the World Production Board Speed 

• Record with a run of 36.51 knots (42 

■ mph). 

Erik Beale, sailing a seven-foot, 11- 
’ inch Jimmy Lewis custom speed board, 

• also equipped with a UP/Paia prototype 

• speed sail, shattered the unlimited 

■ overall World Speed Record with a time 

• of 40.30 knots (46 mph), almost two 

■ knots faster than the old mark of 38.86 

• knots, held by Pascal Maka of France. 

• Beale, consistently ranked in the top 

• five worldwide, became the first sailor 

• in history to break the 40-knot speed 

• barrier. 

Beale and a group of 10 sailors had 

• exclusive use of the speed canal for six 

• weeks in an attempt to break the world 

■ record. On November 14, the predict- 

• able winds picked up to between 30 to 

• 35 knots, enabling Beale and Gries- 

• mann to set their world records on the 

• same day.. 


INSTRUCTOR!'. 

; ORGANIZE _ 

® n October 12, 1988, over 70 
boardsailing instructors 
gathered for the first boardsail- 
ing instructors' conference, put 
on by the ABIA Education Committee. 
After much open discussion, the group 
voted unanimously to form an inde¬ 
pendent organization, to be called— 
what else?—the “Professional 
Boardsailing Instructors' Association" 

‘ (PBIA). 

The purpose of this new organization 
is to represent all current professional 
boardsailing instructor associations and 
individuals under one nationally- 
recognized association. 

An organizing committee of 21 well- 
qualified instructors was selected and 
Pete Fotheringham of Hood River, 
Oregon, was elected chairman. Mike 
Overton, of Hilton Head, South Carolina, 
was voted in as assistant chairman, 
and Dick Lepman of Northbrook, 

Illinois, became treasurer. 

The PBIA will be represented by a 
board made up of regional representa¬ 
tives with a few members at large 
selected on the basis of their organiza¬ 
tional experience, communications 
’ ability, and standards as a certified 
' instructor. 

The PBIA is looking for ideas and 
participants. If you’re a certified 
* instructor, you’re eligible to get involved 
' on the ground floor. For more informa- 
* tion, contact the PBIA at PO Box 1273, 

‘ Hood River, OR 97031. 

NO JACKET 
REQUIRED 

S tarting January 1,1989, Oregon 
boardsailors are no longer 
required to carry life jackets on 
board their craft. The Oregon 
' State Marine Board decided to exempt 
' boardsailors, primarily because there 
• have been few fatalities involving 
• sailboards. 

Another reason for the exemption is 
• the difficulty in enforcing the require- 
• ment, especially on the Columbia River. 

• Paul Donheffner, Director of the State 
• Marine Board, said, “Except in Klickitat 
■ County, sailboarders on the Washington 
• side of the Columbia have not had to 
• carry life jackets and this made uniform 
• enforcement of Oregon’s life jacket 
• requirement very difficult." 

However, Donheffner was quick to 
• note that boardsailors should continue 
• to wear life jackets whenever the 
• situation warrants. “We strongly 
• recommend that beginning sail- 
• boarders, people who don't swim well, 

• and anyone sailing on cold or large 
• bodies of water wear a life jacket." ■ 
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y now, everyone's heard of Mike 
Gebhardt—he's played a 
significant role in advancing the 
sport of boardsailing and he 
represented the United States at the 
1988 Summer Olympic Games in Seoul 
in fine style, taking a bronze medal in 
the process. This 23-year-old from Fort 
Walton Beach, Florida, could easily 
have gone professional years ago; 
instead, he stayed in amateur competi¬ 
tion to qualify for the Olympic Games at 
the Trials in Newport, Rhode Island, last 
July. 

Roving reporter Tom James caught 
up with Mike just after his Olympic 
triumph and gives us an “inner view" of 
Gebi himself. 

Tom James (TJ): Hey, Mike, still 
feel like talking about the Olympics? 
Mike Gebhardt (MG): Sure. 

TJ: Starting with the last race in the 
Olympic Trials, you knew that your four 
years of training finally came down to 
that race. Were you nervous? 

MG: Yeah, but it was just like racing 
another race. Whatever happened 
would happen. 

TJ: Sure, but didn't you have to beat 
Bert Rice, your closest rival, by five 
people? 

MG: Fortunately, I had been in a lot of 
regattas like that where I had to beat 
somebody in the last race, so I wasn't 
too stressed out, although it was the 
most nervous I was throughout the 
whole Trials; after all, if I didn't win, I 
didn’t go. I was more upset with myself 
that it had come down to that. It never 
should have come down to that. 

TJ: After you won the Trials, what was 
the procedure? Did the Olympic 
committee take over your life? 

MG: Yes, literally. The next morning I 
got a call that said I was late for a 
meeting. The night before we had our 
award ceremony and the people going 
to Seoul met with the press. Next 
morning by 10 a.m. they were talking 
about training partners, and where I 
wanted to train. They were willing to 
custom-tailor my training. 

TJ: Throughout your training for the 
actual Olympics, were you in constant 
communication with the Olympic 
Committee? 

MG: Once you qualify, you are literally 
taken care of. Every expense, every 
possible situation—such as if you 
needed a board, or needed someone 
to fly out to help with something, or if 
you had any muscular problems— 
everything was taken care of. 

We were getting massages every 
day from our trainer. Every evening 
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we’d have a meeting to talk about 
upcoming things. We had a meteorolo¬ 
gist come in who gave us a book on all 
the weather data over the last four 
years at the race site. We were getting 
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satellite photos every day so we knew 
where the systems were, so we knew 
what conditions we would have. 

TJs How about the logistics of being 
an Olympic athlete? Was there tight 
security? 

MG: We all spent two days in LA 
getting accredited before we went to 
Seoul. All the athletes came in at 
different times, but we were one of the 
first teams to go through. The cool 
thing about getting accredited is that 
when you walk in they give you a 


shopping cart and three huge chunks 
of luggage, and then you walk into all 
these different rooms. You have a 
clipboard with your name on it and they 
give you all these different things for 
you to wear at the Olympics. I literally 
got 15 different pairs of shoes: dress 
shoes, casual, tennis, running... 
everything. 

Then they fit you for your blazer and 
your parade uniform and your awards 
uniform and your warm-ups and five 
pairs of shorts and underwear and 
socks and...it was pretty amazing. 

TJ: How about stuff specifically suited 
for windsurfing? 

MG: The sailing team had O.S. Dry 
Suit systems and Henry Lloyd spon¬ 
sored us with foul-weather gear. Every 
day was like Christmas, we got so 
much stuff—sunglasses, clothes—a lot ' 
of stuff you would give away to your 
training partners. 

TJ: What was the Olympic Village 
like? 

MG: How do you explain a place that 
is totally enclosed and self-sufficient 
and has 15,000 people living in it? The 
place is massive, unbelievable. It’s a 
city. There was everything you could 
want. An interpreter for every lan¬ 
guage in the world, Telex machines, 

Fax machines—anything you could ask 
for they would get you. You were so 
tricked out it was unbelievable. 

The Koreans went so far out of the 
way to make sure everything was run 
well. We were the first team in the 
Olympic Village since we were there 
three weeks early, so everything was 
spotless when we arrived. We were 
the first guys to go through the 
cafeteria and all the workers were 
happy and smiling, but by the end they 
were all ready to get it over with. They 
were all volunteers. 

TJ: Let’s get to the actual race. How * 
was that? 

MG: Well, we had three weeks of 
practice racing, so the pecking order 
was somewhat established before the 
actual competition began. Scott 
Steele, my training partner, and I were ’ 
usually finishing in the top five, so we 
were pretty stoked with my speed. My * 
coaches, who would go out and 
observe my tactical decisions, were 
also pretty stoked. So after a practice ’ 
race I could go over to them in the boat * 
and discuss the race. We took quite a * 
few pictures of sail shape, so we were " 
pretty well prepared, 

TJ: How many people were on the 
line for the actual competition? 

MG: Between 45 to 47. It was the 
biggest fleet in the yachting 
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Camber Inducers and tapered battens provide perfect 
aerodynamic shape for maximum speed and minimal drag 


Wide luff sleeve works with the Camber Inducers to 
provide an aerodynamic leading edge 


Camber Inducers, together with the tapered battens, 
stabilize the foil shape and lock the draft forward 
for greater control at high speeds. 


Closed gap prevents spill over of high pressure air 
minimizing turbulence and drag. 


Mast glides easily up the luff sleeve for fast and 
simple rigging. 
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I t’s the biggest innovation in sails this 
year and you can hardly even see it. 
Furthermore, it’s the newest thing in 
sails this year and it is 10 years old. 
Regardless, monofilm sails are the- 
latest rage, this year’s “cutaway,” and 
there are some heated opinions 
surrounding the controversial material. 
Some say it’s just a fad, while others 
believe it will significantly improve sail 
performance. 

Monofilm is simply a relatively thick 
extruded polyester film, as opposed to 
conventional sail materials, which are 
thin films laminated to a woven fabric. It 
is produced in bulk for a variety of 
industrial applica¬ 
tions. As a sail 
material, most 
sailmakers feel 
that the fabric is 
excellent because 
it is clear, stable, 
and relatively 
light, but they 
don’t think it is 
good for general 
use because it 
tears and 
scratches easily, 
has terrible 
ultraviolet light 
(UV) resistance, 
and will not have 
a good resale 
alue. 

“I can't believe 
ne of the other 
npanies are 
>ng into pro- 
jction with it,” 
says Bruce 
Peterson, co¬ 
owner of Rushwind Sails in the Gorge. 

“I can't stand behind it, because it's not 
strong enough. If you get a tear, it will 
usually rip completely, and when you 
want to sell it, you won’t even be able to 
recover half the original value. It 
scratches so easily that we make our 
sewers in the lofts wear gloves so their 
fingers don’t scratch it.” 

On the other hand, Peterson, 
speaking as a top-notch slalom racer, 
extols its many virtues. "It’s clear, 
which allows you to see all the guys 
and the mark and the water better, it’s 
stable, and there’s no stretch or 
distortion." As both a racer and a 
designer, and since he wants to make 
durable sails, Peterson says he goes 
hot and cold" on the material, but he 
doesn’t believe that monofilm sails are 
ecessarily faster. According to 
>eterson, visibility is the mam advan- 
age of the sails, but he doesn't feel on- 


The Pros 
and Cons of 
Monofilm 


BY TOM JAMES 


the-water performance is enhanced, 
and he couldn’t find an advantage by 
using the Gaastra ADTR sail-testing 
truck. 

The staff of Neil Pryde Sails, whose 


fin array of monofilm, the latest rage in sail technology, is typically seen at most race sites these days 


performance on the 1988 World Cup 
Tour are arguably responsible for 
bringing about the current interest in 
monofilm, are entirely more enthusiastic 
about the film. They have also done 
extensive research on the material, but 
Pryde’s Geoff Cornish states that the 
results speak for themselves. He notes 
that the particular variety of monofilm 
they use, called K-film, has “the best 
omnidirectional stretch resistance 
characteristic of any sail fabric avail¬ 
able to us.” 

Product Manager Reed Lockhart, 
who conducted Pryde's tests, found 
that the K-film warp direction is equiva¬ 
lent or superior at high loads to that of 
double-sided laminates, that the fill is 
far superior on the K-film, and that the 
performance differential along the bias 
is "absolutely remarkable by compari¬ 
son." For these reasons, Cornish 
believes that more efficient sail designs 


. are immediately available Pryde team 
. rider Alex Aguera says that the material 
. is the best thing that has happened in 
. sails this year, but the advantages are 
. most notable in high winds 

Professional sailor Hayes Harris has 
. probably been racing on monofilm sails 
. longer than anyone else in this country, 

. and he definitely feels they are faster 
. throughout the wind range Harris 
. received a prototype F2 monofilm 
. fathead in 1983 in order to do a 
. feasibility study on its durability, and 
. says it held up quite well, lasting for two 
. and a half years. He received his 
second set at 
the La Torche 
World Cup in 
1984, and after 
he sold them, he 
saw the sails 
around for 
another two 
years. 

In 1985 and 
1986, he re¬ 
ceived the quiver 
he is presently 
racing, proving 
to himself a third 
time that the 
sails are not, in 
fact, “throw¬ 
aways," yet he 
also agrees that 
the sails are not 
durable enough 
for the average 
consumer. "I 
don’t baby my 
sails, but I use 
them only for 
ericsanford racing." Harris 
notes that he’s never had any of his 
sails blow up or stretch. “A properly- 
built monofilm sail is much better for 
racing. As far as stretch characteris¬ 
tics, the sail has none; as far as water 
absorption goes, again, there's almost 
none. Once you start sailing on 
monofilm, everything else feels like a 
rubberband. 

14 1 see them as a specialty racing- 
type sail,” he says. It is almost the 
ultimate in cloth with one primary 
sacrifice—durability. “If it rips, there is 
nothing to stop it from ripping some 
more until the rip hits a seam. On the 
other side of the coin, you can perma¬ 
nently repair it just by putting mylar 
tape on both sides. Most people want 
to have the latest and greatest, but 
most recreational sailors trying to 
waterstart and jibe will not reap the 
benefits of the material." 

Jeff Henderson of Hot Sails Maui 
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has experimented with the material 
' since he worked in the Hood Sails loft in 
the early ’80s. He feels the material is a 
"viable gimmick," but that it enhances 
performance only in certain situations. 

' “Its stability-to-weight ratio is second to 
' none," he states, "but its strength-to- 

• weight ratio is not anything amazing." It 

• may be good for high-end use if the 

• sailor doesn't have to buy them, or for 
' the really low-end if you only sail three 
' or four times a summer and just want a 
’ neat, clear sail. 

But, he says, there are some myths _ 

’ associated with the material. First is * Reader Service 118 

’ that the material costs more, and that is 

• why the sails are more expensive. The 

• material, he says, is much cheaper, but 
’ since all seams of a monofilm sail must 

• be taped before they are stitched, there 

• is much more work involved, which 

• boosts prices. Second is that they are 

• lighter. The material is no lighter than 

• that of any other lightweight sail. The 

• third myth is that the sails are clear. 

• While they may be clear in the store, 

• monofilm has a tendency to turn “milky" 

• in time. Henderson is extremely leery of 

• monofilm sails' durability, calling them 

• "beach hazardous, anti-bumper, and 

• anti-fin." He also recommends not only 

• carefully rolling the sails, but storing 

• them in PVC tubes. 

One of the more exciting aspects of 

• the cloth for Henderson is its potential 

• for use in unique custom sails. Spectra 

• Tech out of the Bay area is producing 

• laser-etched holographs on monofilm 

• which both Hot Sails and Ampro have 

• used to create various visual designs. 

• Henderson states these designs can 

• cost up to a couple of thousand dollars, 

• since the artwork is one-of-a-kind. 

• “Hey, I'm a custom sailmaker. If it costs 

• a lot and is hard to make, I'll do it," he 

• adds. 

I have used four monofilm sails: a 

• Hot Sails Maui wave sail, two different 

• F2 slalom sails made by Neil Pryde, 

• and a Calvert Sails slalom design. In all 

• cases, the sails felt very light and 

• snappy. The slalom sails, especially 

• the larger ones, feel lighter. Even 

• though the material may not actually be 

• lighter, much less reinforcement is 

• needed, so less material is used, 

• resulting in lighter sails. 

The visual improvement is amazing. 

• You can actually see who you are going 

• to hit. I really like them, and from what 

• I’ve seen, members of the general 

• public take better care of their equip- 

• ment than the manufacturers give them 

• credit for. I see people hosing their 

• equipment inside and out—and this is 

• the kind of equipment that you can run 

• a truck over without damaging it. If 

• these people had monofilm sails, they 
■ probably would store them in their beds 

• and sleep out on the couch. ■ 

MARCH 1989 



SEEING IS 
BELIEVING 

LEARN THE TEN HOTTEST 
SHORTBOARD TRICKS FROM 
THIS HOT NEW VIDEO 

Join Ian Boyd, one of the hottest 
boardsailing talents to splash on todays 
scene, and enjoy his unique and ag¬ 
gressive style. 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE demonstrates 
1 many shortboard techniques and tricks 
that were pioneered and mastered by Ian. This boardsail¬ 
ing instructional tape uses a unique visual teaching format 
that relies on solid visual images rather than using various 
speeds of slow motion, it is presented with key words that 
help to focus your attention and to establish an accurate 
mental picture. 

■Learn the duck tack, sail 360, body drag, helicopter tack 
and more - fast and easy 

■Image replay sequences for fast learning entertaining to 
watch - even if you don't sail! 

■20 minutes running time 

■Available exclusively through Windrider Magazine. 

Order today! 

WindRidei Magazine, P.O. Box 136, 

Mt. Morris, H 61045 

YES! Send me_copies oi WmdJUdei's tricks of the trade at $19.95 

each, plus $2 shipping and handling per copy (Florida residents add 
6% sales tax). Allow four weeks for delivery. 

Enclosed is my check or money order for $ 

Name____ 


Address_ 

City 

State_ 
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Order by phone with your Visa. American Express, or MasterCard, 
Call Toll Free 

1 - 800 - 992-2 177(inn,, 1 - 800 - 892 - 0753 ) 
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A fast tack may not be a new ma¬ 
neuver to shortboard specialists, 
but it’s definitely a difficult tack 
to execute properly. This con¬ 
ventional transition is quick, gets you 
upwind, and can be a real eye-catcher. 
It is ideal to be planing throughout the 
maneuver, as this is one of the fastest 
tacks on the water. 

If you are a racer who is constantly 
tacking for the windward mark, you will 
be able to learn a shortboard fast tack 
easily. Flat water and a wind strength 
of approximately 15 to 25 knots are the 
best conditions for learning. 

Initiate the fast tack on a plane, 
sailing on a close reach, and take both 
feet out of the straps. Place your front 
hand on the mast while beginning to 
carve to windward. It’s important to 
draw out your arc in order to maximize 
your boat speed. (Note: Applying 
excessive pressure to the windward rail 
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AN BOYD 
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board, stall out, and end up in the 
water. At this point, note that the sail 
should be standing upright and in a 
neutral state, not favoring either tack. 

Next, release your back hand and 
work your grip onto the new tack 
Quickly walk your feet down the board 
and sheet in the sail. A few pumps on 
the sail are all that's needed to get 
back on your original plane. Remem¬ 
ber: speed is your friend in this maneu¬ 
ver. Ideally, you want to finish this 
transition on a plane. That's why it’s 
called a "fast" tack! Have fun, and I'll 
see you for next month’s shortboard 
tip. ■ 


Professional sailor Ian Boyd is a regular 
contributor to WindRider and currently 
lives and trains on Maui. He is spon¬ 
sored by North Sails Windsurfing, 
O’Neill Sportswear, and O'Neil I Wet¬ 
suits. 
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Right On 
Course 


BY PAUL COUTTS, K-17 


the fin, centerboard, mast track, and 
footstraps is essential for maximizing 
performance. For example, if the mast 
track on your board does not come 
back far enough, the board's reaching 
speed and handling characteristics will 


Here, the components are set for reaching; the mast track is all the way back and 
the centerboard is fully retracted. 


W hatever they’re called— 

course boards, longboards, 
race boards, or Pan Am 
boards—they’re fun and chal¬ 
lenging to sail and even more fun and 
challenging to race. 

Today’s course boards are either 
custom or production copies of boards 
developed on the World Cup racing 
circuit. The great advancements in 
board design over the last few years 
are a direct result of R & D on the World 
Cup circuit. Without it, we’d probably 
still be sailing on slow, heavy, flat- 
bottomed polyethylene 
boards. 

Course boards are 
designed for racing on a 
modified Olympic 
sailboat racing course; 
hence the name “course" 
board. The course itself 
has been modified to 
provide a shortened 
upwind leg with more 
reaching and jibing. To 
be competitive on these 
courses, boards must be 
fast upwind, fast on a 
reach, and they must jibe 
well. 

These qualities make course boards 
a lot of fun for the recreational sailor. 

Even here on Maui, the wave sailing 
capital of the world, I've spent some of 
my most enjoyable sailing days on my 
course board. There’s nothing like 
sailing upwind five or six miles, then 
kicking up the centerboard, pulling the 
track back, and blasting off downwind. 


Modern course boards range from 
about 12 feet to 12 and a half feet in 
length, and many have a volume of 
200 to 250 liters, and are fitted out with 
a variety of essential components. First 
is the fin, which should be about 12 
inches long and should fit snugly in the 
finbox. Next is the centerboard, used 
solely to aid upwind per¬ 
formance. It should 
retract smoothly and 
easily into the board. 

The mast track allows 
you to position the mast 
forward for upwind per¬ 
formance and back for 
reaching performance. 

On a course board, 
footstraps are used not 
only for reaching but also 
for upwind sailing to 
control and heel the 
board. 

Proper positioning of 
34 


The most common footstrap layout 
consists of seven straps; the four 
forward ones are for going upwind and 
the three back straps are for reaching. 
Many sailors will use a double-wide 
strap or two straps for the back 
reaching foot. I’ve been using this set¬ 
up for about a year now and really like 
it. 

In lighter winds or when close 
reaching, I'll often take my back foot out 
of the back reaching strap and place it 
on the deck just in front. I do this only in 
lighter winds, so I don’t need another 
strap in this position, 
leaving the deck clear 
for jibing. 

The beating straps 
are set parallel to the 
rail, with the back pair 
just in front of the 
forward reaching straps. 
The front pair of beating 
straps should be set in 
line with the center- 
board pivot point, about 
58 inches from the tail. 
The most popular 
footstrap layout is with 
two sets of reaching 
eric sanford straps. The forward set 
also doubles as beating straps. 

Under the waterline, the fin and 
centerboard can be changed and 
adjusted to make a huge difference in 
performance. The centerboard should 
be very stiff and strong. Too many 
production models have plastic center- 
boards that are soft and frequently too 
small. The new foam-filled fiberglass 
and carbon centerboards and fins, like 
those from Fanatic, are much preferred. 

For all-around performance, the front 
of the fin should be about 12 inches 
from the tail, just under the back 
reaching strap. Moving the fin farther 
forward will let the board tack and jibe 
more easily. When sailing really 
powered up, moving it forward will 
make the board feel squirrely and less 
controllable. 

So, there are the 
basic course board 
components! Next 
issue, we'll get into 
other aspects of course 
board sailing. ■ 


Paul Coutts has been a 
professional boardsailor 
for two years . He is the 
1988 US Production 
Tour Champion and is 
sponsored by Fanatic, 
ART, and Body Glove. 
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be greatly impaired. 

When reaching on a course board, 
the idea is to get the board planing on 
the last few feet of tail area. If the mast 
track does not come back far enough, 
the weight of the rig will push the nose 
of the board down, creating too much 
wetted surface area. 

The centerboard pivot point on most 
custom and production boards today is 
located between 57 and 59 inches from 
the tail. Most mast tracks vary in length 
from 22 inches on production boards to 
28 inches on the latest custom models. 
The back of the track well should be 
about 66 inches from the tail, which 
means that the mast base will be about 
68 to 70 inches from the tail when 
moved all the way back. 




Here, the centerboard and mast track are set for sailing upwind. The centerboard 
can be raked back in higher winds, but the track should stay all the way forward. 


COURSE BOARD COMPONENTRY 
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For the dealer nearest you, call (301) 796-4755 

Mistral, Inc., Dorsey, MD 21076 In Canada: (514) 227-4625 
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L et’s face it: it’s not every day that 
we are blessed with mast-high 
waves and steady 25-knot winds! 
Most days, the conditions tend to 
be a bit more mild—often with waves 
less than head high and with winds 
under 15 knots. Can you believe it? 
Even in Hawaii! We too are forced to 
grovel in sub-planing conditions to get 
the necessary dosage of sailing to 
maintain our sanity. Between the heart- 


Riding 

Marginal 

Waves 


BY KIMO FERNIE 


Large sails have large booms that get 
caught in white water easily. A 5.5m2 is ’ 
considered a very large sail for the 
average 150-pound guy 

When the waves are small, it’s often 
difficult to build momentum, so you end 
up making only one off-the-top maneu¬ 
ver. If you’re cursed with small waves, 
put all your effort into making that one ’ 
lip bash count. The chances are that 
you won’t be able to make any jumps at 




To maintain speed while bottom turning, you need to lean forward 
and move your back hand as far back as you can on the booms. 
This helps turn the board off toward the lip. 


It helps if you really bend your legs when trying to get power out of 
a weak wave. 


MIKE WAGGONER 



During off-the-top maneuvers, your back hand should be as close 
as possible to your front hand on the boom. This adds power to 


your underpowered sail. 



stopping swells and the strong high- 
pressure systems, we too have the 
average day, and even the marginal 

It helps to have the right equipment 
for those conditions, which includes a 
wave board with a lot of flotation and a 
large wave sail. Slalom equipment 

doesn't really cut it when it comes o 


‘ making really tight, clean turns on a 
" wave. It's easy to sail around in front of 
’ the waves doing little turns and other 
' maneuvers, but if you truly want to ride 
* and fit into the wave, you will need the 
’ curves of a wave board and the 
’ handling of a wave sail. 

' As far as sail size goes, you don t 

’ want to ride a sail that’s too large. 


all on this sort of day, so your focus will 
be on wave riding. 

The most important element in riding 
small waves in light wind is speed. You 
must take advantage of every gust of 
wind and steep wave section to 
achieve this. You must try to go as fast 
as the conditions will allow. 

Have you ever watched a good 
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surfer use a shortboard in small waves? 
He generates all of his board speed 
from the wave. He pumps the board 
up the steep section of the wave and 
slides back down, thereby accelerat¬ 
ing. This is done in a direction that’s 
almost parallel to the wave face. You 
sail the wave in much the same way 
that you would surf it if you had no sail 
on your board at all. While building 
speed by going "down-the-line,” you 
must also be careful not to catch your 
clew in the wave, and you should be 
very close to the breaking section of 
the wave. If the wind is strong enough, 
of course, you don’t have to rely on the 
power of the wave to build speed. 

When bottom turning, lean forward 
to maintain speed and move your back 
hand as far back as you can comforta¬ 
bly reach. Grabbing farther back on 
the boom will help turn the board off 
more aggressively toward the lip, as 
well as help you accelerate. Your back 
foot can be in or out of the strap, 
depending upon personal preference. 
Having your back foot out of the strap, 
however, will give you more options to 
trim the board out at changing speeds, 
while having your foot in the strap will 
enable you to get more lift on a floater 
or off a breaking section of the wave. 

When doing your maneuver off the 
top, you should slide your back hand 
up very close to your front hand. This 
will increase the power to your now 
very underpowered sail. In this case, 
you may actually go down the line 
faster than the speed of the wind itself. 

It’s also a good idea to be ready to 
bend your legs deeply to absorb the 
powerlessness of a weak wave. If you 
push too hard on a wave with no power 
you will go out the back. A lot of times I 
find I can push hard off the top and 
start to go out the back, but when I 
bend my knees I can "save it." Bend¬ 
ing your knees will also help you 
maintain speed out of an unpowered lip 
maneuver. 

Another way to generate greater 
speed out of small waves is to go over 
a breaking section of the wave. When 
done properly, these "floaters" acceler¬ 
ate you into the next section of the 
wave. 

Practicing in ankle-snapper sized 
waves will make sailing in proper 
waves all the more rewarding. And just 
think—it's far less crowded. ■ 


Professional sailor Kimo Fernie has 
lived on Oahu all of his life and has 
been sailing for seven years. He 
currently shapes for Town & Country 
and under his own name. His sponsors 
are Town & Country Sailboards, Hot 
Sails Maui, Body Glove Wetsuits, 
Windsurfing Hawaii hardware, Da Kine 
Hawaii, and Maui Fin Company. 
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“THE CONCEPT 
WORKS 


3 3 TOM JAMES IN 
WINDRIDER NOV. 88 


“This is the kind of concept I really like, things that 
give me more time oh the water and cost less. Imagine only 
having to own one or two sails and being able to handle 
winds from San Diego to Swell City. Of course performance is 
the most important factor, so naturally I also tested the sail to 
see how it performs. Not surprisingly, the concept works. 

"Either the Bi-sail or the Tri-sail is fine for drag-racing 
your friends, and you certainly will be going a lot faster than 
they are when they're off re-rigging to suit the conditions. 

"These sails cost about the same as traditional sails, 
except you get two or three sails for the price of one. I know that 
sounds like an ad, but this concept can make performance 
windsurfing a little less costly, and that's happening i.” 

Tom James in Windrider Magazine, November 88 


MULTI-SAIL 

TWO SAILS m ONE! 




MULTI 
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OR WRITE TO 

MULTI-SAIL , 1781 WHITTIER AVE 
COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA 92627 
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O kay, it’s windy, all of your bud¬ 
dies are already on the water, 
and you’re hopping around the 
outside of the car like an amped 
up chihuahua. Hey, sport—slow down 
before you hurt yourself. No matter how 
experienced you may be on the water, 
you have to remember that when 
they’re on land, your toys are like 
weapons—even if they are attached to 
each other. To begin with, pay attention 
when you are taking your equipment off 
the roof. At all times, the board must 
either be held or tied down—never 
untie things from the roof and leave 
them unattended for as much as a 
second. As soon as you do, they'll get 
blasted from the roof and will very 
probably ram you and the side of the 
car next to you. 

Now that the hard part is over, put 
the toys on the leeward side of your 
car—the wind shadow will give you a 
safe zone to rig up. We assume here 
that anyone who sails in stronger winds 
is experienced enough to know how to 
rig his own sails, so we won’t bore 
anyone with that. Rather, we can't 
stress enough the need to pay deliber¬ 
ate attention to what you are doing. 

Once you have your sail rigged, 
attach it to your board while still in the 
car’s wind shadow. If you’re parked in a 
paved or rocky lot, take a three- or four- 
foot length of line and tie your rig to the 



4 4 4 4 4 


High 

Winds, Low 
Hassle 


BY TOM CAT 


car (an uphaul or the tether from the 
roof rack works fine). Remember, this is 
a safety precaution, taken to assure 
your rig doesn’t fly away: just think of it 
as a loose leash. 

When you are ready to go sailing, 
untie the rig and carry it down to your 
board, remembering to keep your sail 
downwind of your body at all times. 

You're almost wet, sport. All you 
have left to do is attach your rig to the 
board, and make it to the water—no 
sweat. To begin with, it is really 
important to remember that getting you 
and your toys to and from the water in 
one ding-free piece is a lot more 
important than looking ‘'cool." That 
means never, ever try to carry your 
board over your head. It might look 
flashy, but the last thing that you want is 
to be flattened in the parking lot or on 
the beach and hearing a chorus of, 
"Geek!...Land loop!”' 


Okay, you have attached your board 
to your rig, with the tip of the sail 
pointing downwind of you and your 
board. Now for “the walk " There are 
two easy ways to do this. First, begin 
by standing next to the footstraps of 
your board between the board and the 
sail. With one hand, take hold of the 
reaching strap of the board, and with 
your other hand, take hold of the 
booms Now, pick the silly thing up and 
walk to the water, remembering to keep 
the nose of the board down, away from 
the wind. 

Another way is to stand on the 
upwind side of the board and reach 
down with the hand nearest the board 
and take hold of the reaching strap. 
Then, with your other hand grasp the 
booms near the mast, book it on down 
to the water, and boogie! The first way 
is usually the easier method, but 
knowing how to do both should make 
getting to the water a snap. 

Remember: when you're on the 
land rigging and getting to the water, 
slow is the way to go—it will be a lot 
easier and safer for you and your 
toys. i 


Professional sailor Tom Pace is 
sponsored by Gaastra, Berky Compos¬ 
ite Sailboards, Oakley, Flat Island Fins, 
and Hawaiian Proline. 





With your rig pointing downwind, stand between the board and the 
sail and grab a reaching strap. 
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QUALITY, DURABILITY AND SPEED 
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD. 
Windwing Designs™ — the 
performance sail made in the 
U.S.A. Fun Convertibles and 
unbeatable Race sails from 
2.5 to 9.4 square meters. 

We set the standards. 


1803 EAST5HORE HIGHWAY, BERKELEY, CA 94710 
415 849 4089 

DEALERS OUTSIDE CALIFORNIA 800-345-9464 
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watersports experience through total body environmental 
control . The first drysuit with the technology to adapt 
to the changing seasons. Ronny has again made sure , you 
can forget the rest, insist that your dealer allows you to 
experience the Ronny Dry body. No one has ever offered this 
much drysuit technology (with a two year workmanship 
guarantee) for only $299.00. 
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BY BRUCE PETERSON 
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^ lalom racing is a blend of accelera¬ 
tion, speed, and efficiency. Most slalom 
races take place in winds under 25 knots; 

:herefore, the sailor who planes first and 
stays planing the longest usually wins. 

Vith so much emphasis placed on board- 
peed, the necessity of making good 

[rang turns is sometimes overshad- ___ 

, u„i,.,av<; Davs to remember that to finish first, you must first finish! 
f I H H 17 I I WlNnmncb 
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Bruce Peterson and Robby Naish do battle during the Gorqe 
Pro-Am. 
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The performance potential of slalom 
. equipment and the average skill level have 
. risen steadily, making the importance of 
. good timing more critical than ever. Slalom 
. races are often won at the start. Equip- 
. ment, preparation, discipline, and attitude 
. are all significant to a slalom racer’s per- 
. formance. 

To be competitive at large, organized 
. slalom competitions, a racer must have a 
. selection of equipment. At least three sails, 

. one board, and sometimes as many as six 
. sails and two boards are necessary de- 
. pending upon the dedication of the racer 
. and the range of wind conditions. The 
. design of slalom sails is slowly becoming 
. more specialized, differentiating from 
. course racing sails in that they perform 
. better on the reaches, with little emphasis 
. on windward performance or mast step 
. adjustability. 

Beyond choosing the right tool for the 
. job, the current emphasis in slalom equip- 
. ment design is on stiffness and weight. A 
. light, stiff mast, stiff booms, and light, stiff 
. battens complete the high-tension, high- 
. performance rig. High performance, inci- 
. dentally, has been redefined for slalom 
. rigs. Now, it’s not how much wind you can 
. hold a sail in, but rather how small a sail you 
. can get away with and still be competitive. 

A good epoxy slalom board is now 
. standard and quite necessary to be com- 
. petitive. This construction method has 
superior strength-to-volume and stiffness- 
to-weight ratios than others. This means 
hat the board has more flotation, is stiffer, 
and is stronger, yet weighs less than a 
standard urethane/polyester custom board. 

. These factors are most significant when 
the wind is under 22 knots. The trend in flat- 
water slalom boards is toward flatter rocker 
lines and flatter bottom shapes. This de¬ 
sign provides superior acceleration and 
top-end speeds, compromised slightly by 
the need for using advanced jibing tech¬ 
niques. 

Fin choice is just as critical as sail and 
board choice, because the fin is often all 
that connects the board to the water. High- 
aspect, vertical fins have proven to be the 
most effective for high-performance sla¬ 
lom racing. This design delivers the speed, 
range, and high-load capabilities that are . 
necessary to be in control at high speeds. . 

Are you in a quandary as to what equip- . 

ment to go after for slalom racing? Stick . 
with reputable manufacturers. The only . 
trends to follow are those set by the sailors . 
who are winning. Avoid fads and market- # 
ng hype. Simplicity in design reigns su- . 
preme in slalom equipment. 


RIGGING AND TUNING 


Rigging a sail differs from tuning a sail. • 
digging is the procedure of quickly assem- 
jling the components, while tuning con- 

'tt 



* sists of making fine and subtle adjustments 
' that improve the handling and perform¬ 
ance of the equipment for specific condi¬ 
tions. To tune your gear effectively, you 
must have some experience with its per¬ 
formance and then determine what type of 
performance you are trying to achieve. 

Are you racing in a jibe slalom or a 
speed slalom competition? Is it surf slalom 
or flat-water slalom? Is the emphasis upon 
speed or turning? What are the wind 
conditions? Is the wind likely to be gusty? 
Is the race a downwind slalom, a figure- 
eight course, or an upwind slalom? Is the 
start critical to the race or do you have a 
chance to catch up? At what angle is the 
first leg? These are questions that you 
must ask yourself in order to tune your 
equipment properly. 

There are many adjustments that will 
influence rig balance, performance, and 
handling. The mast step position, the 
boom height, the harness line length and 


ing the opposite is true; the mast step 
should be back, with the booms down and 
harness lines farther forward. These set¬ 
tings shorten the waterline and the planing 
surface to reduce drag and keep the mast 
in an efficient, upright position. Keep the 
harness lines close together so that 
changes in wind direction and draft posi¬ 
tion can be better detected. The footstrap 
tension is also critical to board control and 
could cause you to spin out if the load from 
the rig cannot be effectively transferred 
through the board to the fin. The key to 
sailing fast is to be comfortable and bal¬ 
anced. 


TRAINING 


The idea behind practicing for any 
sport is to improve your performance. How 
you go about practicing, though, is very 
significant. Try to simulate the conditions 
you will race under, so that on race day you 
will be familiar with the racing environment. 
Make your discoveries about technique, 
equipment, and conditions during your 
training sessions. Your race performance, 
ideally, should be the perfect culmination 
of your training experience. 

Speed pacing with a fast friend is vital 



Slalom races can be won or lost at the start, and it is important to determine if one end of the line is 
favored. In this case, the boat marking the windward end of the start line creates a large wind 
shadow and the leeward end is favored. 


position, downhaul and outhaul line ten¬ 
sion, footstrap position and tension, and fin 
placement and size are all considerations. 
To state simply that the mast must go here 
and the boom there would be naive, con¬ 
sidering the abundant variety of equip¬ 
ment, sailors, and styles. 

There are, however, some generaliza¬ 
tions that can be made. For courses that 
require windward work, the mast should be 
placed farther toward, moving the booms 
higher and the harness lines back. These 
settings increase the waterline of the board 
and give the sailor increased leverage 
aver the fully raked sail. For broad reach- 


DARREll JONES 

• to developing good boardspeed. It is 

• important to be fast on all points of sail and 

• in all wind conditions with other sailors 

• close by. Practice sailing both overpow- 

• ered and hanging on and underpowered 

• and milking it. Concentrate on digging in 

• the leeward rail and letting the fin lift to 

• windward at high speeds. This technique 

• increases directional stability. 

Timing is so important in slalom racing. 

• To be competitive you must be proficient 

• with a starting watch. The concept behind 

• a perfect flying start is to be sailing at full 

• speed just behind the starting line when 

• the gun goes off. 
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^ leetwood, known for innovative boardsailing 
hardware, has added a new series of booms * 

.— to ijs line of performance equipment. These 
l \ 'a .> new booms feature the strong, lightweight and 
B ‘ ^adjustable Clamp-On boom front. Imagine 

' torthe ability to quickly and easily change . 
height without leaving the water. 

’‘""I makes it possible. ■ 

>od boom rear ends are precision cut, 

._p._, deburred, then burnished with a scotch 

... jHte wheel and anodized to seal the aluminum. 

^ This creates an anti-stick surface for the 
telescoping tubes which are set in a stiff fixed rear 
end with built-in cleat. 

For more information or the name of the 
Fleetwood dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-251-5222. In California, call 
1-800-242-3360. 


200 27th Street Sacramento, Ca. 95816 
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There are three distinctly different fac¬ 
tors in a successful start: velocity, position¬ 
ing. and timing. Your timing on distance 
starts can be practiced alone, but it’s more 
effective to train with other sailors. To 
practice alone, find yourself a buoy to mark 
your position by and set your watch on a 
continuous stopwatch mode. Try to sail at 
full speed right beside the buoy every few 
minutes or so. Practice approaching your 
starting buoy from all angles, including 
windward and leeward. You must develop 
a clear picture in your mind of just how 
much distance you can cover in the last 10 
seconds at full speed. 

It’s important to avoid stalling or decel¬ 
erating in the last 10 seconds. It is better to 
be a second or two late to the line than to 
have to slow down just before the start. Get , 
it into your head that if you’re over early, , 
you’ve lost. It is conceivably possible to . 
catch up from a premature start but the , 
odds are definitely against you. 


PRE-START POSITIONING 


Take advantage of any legitimate ' 
opportunity to sail on the course prior to the ' 
start of racing. Check the angle of the ' 
starting line in relation to the wind, then * 
check the angle of the first leg in relation to ' 
the wind. Which end of the line is favored? ' 
Is the first leg a close or broad reach? With ' 
your pacing partner, check these angles. ’ 
Have one sailor start high on the course, ' 
the other law. Swap ends and repeat this ' 
test. Who got to the mark first and why? ' 
Having determined which end is fa- ' 
vored, you must jockey for that position. If ' 
’ the course is well set, the entire starting line ' 

■ should offer a good start. If the course is ‘ 
' poorly set or the marks are shifting, then ' 

■ one side will be distinctly favored. An * 
' interesting counterpoint here is that if the * 
’ majority of the fleet is crowding to one end ’ 
’ of the starting line, usually the windward ' 
' end. it is better to avoid potential collision * 
' with and “bad air" of the other sailors. * 

Getting av/ay from the crowds in clean air * 
can sometimes be a big enough advan- * 
tage to overcome the disadvantage of * 
starting at the less favored end of the line. * 

Regardlessofwhereyouarestarting.it • 
is important to be on time and sailing at full ’ 
speed when the gun fires. Try to leave • 
yourself some room to leeward to acceler- • 
ate into. A common mistake is to get lured • 
too close to the line with a pack of other * 
sailors. This leaves you in the position of • 
having to decelerate.just prior to the start. 
Sailors who wait from behind can often 
accelerate through the stalled pack and 
take the lead. You must trust your own • 
judgmentof timing and distance and avoid * 
being lured too close too soon. 

There exist two schools of thought • 
when it comes to dicing with another • 
competitor on the start line. One says to * 


stay to windward and cover him. The other 
says to stay to leeward where you have a 
better view of his position, luffing rights, 
and the ability to bear away for extra speed. 
Both are valid. 

The start line is usually indicated by a 
buoy placed at the leeward end and a boat 
or buoy set at the windward end. The ends 
of the line are the best places to start, as the 
line is defined from those points. The 
middle is never good, as it’s difficult to 
perceive your position. 

Anticipate what you’ll need to do in 
your upcoming heat by watching the pre¬ 
ceding heats closely. What size sails are 
working? Who is leading the starts and 
where on the line did the leading sailor 
make his start? Take note and adjust your 
strategy if necessary. 


JIBE MARKS 


If you are fortunate enough to be first at 
the first mark, you will have the advantage 


will not pass him 

In top-level competitions, lost ground 
can best be recovered at the turn. Differen 
sailors’ top-end speeds have become very 
similar, but jibing abilities and the ability to 
retain speed are quite varied. The ability to 
make a solid jibe is a must. No matter how 
fast you are, if you cannot turn the speec 
you generate around quickly and efficiently, 
you will never excel in slalom. To make a 
tight turn after a fast reach, it is necessary 
to decelerate prior to the turn. This can be 
done in two ways The first is simply by 
coasting up to the mark, and the second, 
more aggressive way is by stalling the sail 
prior to breaking into the turn. Either way. 
don’t forget to bend your knees! 


AGGRESSIVE SAILING 


To pass a sailor at the mark, you must 
first get out of his wake. This leaves you 
with two options; either pass to leeward or 
to windward, depending upon how aware 
the sailor in front of you is of your position. 
Determine your strategy here by noting 
where the mark lies in the radius of the turn 
of the sailor you’re passing. Did he take the 
mark close to windward and wide to lee¬ 
ward? Or was he wide to windward, finish- 


Robby Naish finds clean air to windward and passes the pack. 


of clean air and water to turn in. More often 
than not, the sailor who is leading at the first 
mark will win the race. Something to keep 
in mind when you are first to the mark, 
especially when the wind conditions are 
light or gusty, is that the sailors trailing 
behind you will be blocking your wind after 
you have rounded the mark. 

If you are not first you will have to 
contend with the wake of the sailors in front 
of you. What is your strategy at this point? 
Should you try to pass or should you be 
content to maintain this position? Obvi¬ 
ously, if you duplicate the turn of the sailor 
in front of you, by staying in his wake, you 


. . . OAHREU-JONES 

ing his turn close to leeward of the mark? 
If he left a wide space to leeward of the 
mark, your strategy should be to make 
your turn from slightly beyond and above 
the mark so that you cut inside, finishing 
the turn closer to the mark than he is. This 
will give you the windward advantage. 

To make a pass on the reaches, one 
technique is to bear away, to increase 
speed just after you jibe, and then to slowly 
close in on the next mark from below, with 
|uffing rights. One caution against becom¬ 
ing too aggressive: The rules state that the 
overtaking sailor must keep clear when 
passing. 
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Conservatism definitely has its place in 
slalom racing. When you are boat lengths 
in the lead, there is no need to really go for 
it, especially in the early rounds of big- 
elimination races. In elimination races, 
fourth place is as good as first until you get 
to the finals. 

In any case, never forget that the 
competitors close behind you would proba¬ 
bly rather be in front of you. Always protect 



any time you are not fully planing. 


ATTITUDE 


Good equipment and technique do not 
a champion slalom racer make. One key to 


eight-man elimination heats with the first 
four sailors advancing. One method is to 
hold a double elimination, giving each sailor 
two chances to advance. Another consists 
of multiple rounds of single elimination that 
are scored like a regatta. 

A newer format is the Winduro. All 
sailors sail in one large heat on a continu¬ 
ous lap course that incorporates windward 
legs as well as broad reaches. After each 
lap. a percentage of the trailing competi¬ 
tors are eliminated, until there are only 10 



TOM KING 


your lead. If you leave 15 feet, or even three 
feet, between yourself and the leeward 
side of the mark when jibing, it is reason¬ 
able to assume that the guy behind you will 
cut to the inside. But don't go overboard in 
protecting your position to the point of 
dropping off a plane; then the sailor behind 
could pass you to leeward with a broad, 
fast turn. On the reaches, do not allow 
sailors to creep over you from windward. 
Hold them off by adjusting your course, 
legally, to windward. It is much harder to 
be passed from the leeward side. 

Be aware of all the sailors around you. 
Avoid getting overly concerned with one 
sailor to the point of ignoring other sailors 
close by. You may be surprised. 

There are many instances in slalom 
racing where extra effort can win a race or 
gain a qualifying position. Quite often, this 
effort consists of nothing more than a pump 
or two. If you are not planing but have some 
wind in your sails, start flapping. Pumping 
is a skill in itself, and it's more than just 
tugging with your arms; it involves your 
hips and legs as well. Practice pumping 
MARCH 1989 


the mastery of this discipline is consis¬ 
tency in execution. Within this lies the fun¬ 
damental psychological factors that apply 
to any competitive sport: awareness, an¬ 
ticipation. and confidence in your abilities. 
Some say that luck plays a big factor in 
slalom. I believe thattheconsistentwinners 
make their own luck by being in the right 
place at the right time. 

Be early on race day. Allow yourself 
enough time to rig all the sails that you will 
need in advance. Eat properly and bring 
plenty of fluids with you—dehydration 
causes fatigue. If you are new to the race 
site, ask the local sailors for the likely con¬ 
ditions for the days of racing ahead. Read 
the race instructions before you attend the 
skippers' meeting. This sounds obvious, 
but many questions asked at the briefing 
are answered in the sailing instructions. 
Be sure you understand the racing format 
and memorize the heat you are competing 
in. 


RACING FORMATS 


The most common slalom format is 


' sailors left. At this point, the heat is re- 
' started and the last competitor after each 
' lap is eliminated until only one sailor is left. 

' This system, which puts less emphasis on 
' the start and the first reach, incorporates 
' windward work to get back up to the top of 
' the course. The Winduro is a great crowd 
' pleaser because the results are so readily 
' apparent. 

Slalom racing has become the most 
' accessible and exciting form of windsurf- 
' ing competition. It can be an exciting and 
challenging arena, but like any competitive 
sport, it requires an understanding of all the 
factors involved and personal discipline to 
refine your techniques. For those who are 
new to the sport or those who have never 

• raced. I know of no better way to quickly 

• improve your windsurfing skills. See you 

• on the starting line! ■ 


• Bruce Peterson is a professional slalom ’ 
and speed sailor. He is sponsored by * * 

• Rushwind Sails. Windsure Hardware. Hi- * 

' Per-Tech boards, Bare Wetsuits, and Maui' 

• Fin Company. 
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ERIC SANFORD 


Local 

Motion 

1988’s Aloha Classic set the stage for 
the ultimate battle between hometown 
talent and European wiles. 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


1 I o one ever expected this back in 
I il I ’85. Well, maybe the final results, 

I k I but not the whole scene. At times 
only the heat and humidity re¬ 
minded me that I was on Maui, but when 
the rains came and I stood in the mud along 
with 100 other sailors and spectators. I ' 
could have sworn I was anywhere but in 
Hawaii. 

As contests go, the 1988 Peter ' 
Stuyvesant Travel Aloha Classic, which ' 
took place October 29 to November 6, was * 
a dandy. It had a little bit of everything. It ' 
had a little wind, a little waves, a little sun, ' 
a little rain, a little partying, and a little ' 
sailing. But there was plenty of one thing: ’ 
there was plenty of competition between ’ 
the Maui locals and the invading Europe- ' 
ans. 

There were enough Europeans on Maui 
to populate an entire island. There were * 
guys from every European country I can 
name, and several I can't. It seemed there 
were more Euros on Maui than in all of 
Europe. 

Because this was the final event of the * 
1988 PBA (Professional Boardsailors As- ‘ 
sociation) season, all the big names, and 
many of the smaller ones, were here. In a ‘ 
location traditionally dominated by area * 
sailors, the water was suddenly (and com¬ 
pletely) studded with a whole new cast of ' 
international stars who, to the surprise of ’ 
many locals, handled themselves rather 
well in the Hookipa surf. 


Of course, the surf wasn’t really big, at 
least not by Hookipa standards. And if ever 
there was a common rallying cry amongst 
the provincial Maui hot shots, it was to beat 
the Euros. And if the volume of prayers that 
were said in pursuit of this goal could have 
moved mountains, then Haleakala would 
be somewhere in Kansas. The locals 
prayed for waves. Big waves. Enormous 
waves. Like the waves in the 1986 Aloha. 
Yeah! 


EURO-VASION 


There were moderate winds, moderate 
waves, and not many surprises as the 
rounds of the double elimination in wave 
riding rolled along. Interestingly, Pete 
Cabrinha, Mike Waltze, Anders Bringdal, 
and Rush Randle were all in the same 
second-round heat; but there are so many 
really hot sailors these days that when an 
event gets down to 32 of the best in the 
world, everyone has a shot at winning. 

It was somewhat surprising when Ian 
Boyd beat Robby Naish in the quarter¬ 
finals, but whenever Robby gets beat by 
anyone it's called a surprise. It wasn't a 
surprise to Ian, that's for sure: he’s been 
sailing really well for a couple of years. 

But the big news was still the European 
invasion. The event was sponsored by a 
European company, and a huge entou¬ 
rage of European correspondents, spon¬ 
sors, and organizers flew in. Hookipa 
Beach Park was lined with the flags of half 
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* the countries in the world, along with sev- 

* eral house trailers and a mobile press 

* center with enough electronic gadgetry to 

* launch the space shuttle. A two-story 

* covered judging pavilion was equipped 

* with a computer for each judge and a 

* sound system capable of broadcasting to 
’ the entire island. Yes, it was an invasion. 

Then the rains came. Hey, no sur- 

* prise—it’s typical of winter on Maui. The 

* waves get big, the winds get flukey, and it 
’ rains now and then. Big deal. 

Most of the racers just kicked back and 

* rode it out. The majority of them are real 

* pros and they go with the flow, realizing 

* that absolutely nothing can be done about 

* the wind, the waves, the rain, or any other 

* affliction of nature. 

Not so, unfortunately, with others who 

* should have known better. After the first 
’ few days of fine contest conditions, the 

* rains came, the wind died altogether, and 
‘ contest director Wim Thys decided he had 
’ seen enough. 

In a front sports-page interview in the 

* Maui News, Thys lambasted everything 

* having to do with Maui in one fell swoop. 

* According to Thys, everything was over- 

* rated: the wind, the waves, the weather, 

’ the people, the food, the island, the 
■ beaches... everything. This from an event 

* official? Would Thys stop at nothing to give 

* himself—and his fellow Europeans—a bad 
’ name? 

The local reaction was, predictably, 

* outrage. Understandably, Maui locals 

* questioned, “Did they come here just to 

* insult us? Just who6 o they think they are?” 

But then reason took hold. Hey, this 
' isn’t so bad after all. What happens when 

* this guy gets home? He’ll tell everyone that 

* Maui is a dump and it’s not worth the trip. 

* We'll have the place to ourselves again! 

* Hey—we like that! Wim! Tell everyone to 

* stay home! 


HOME TURF TRIUMPHS 


Of course, the best was yet to come. 

• Things were looking rather bleak when the 

• ninth day of the 10-day event dawned 

• cloudy, rainy, and windless. Race organ- 
■ izer Paul Ehman looked haggard, obvi- 

• ously tired of fending off the same ques- 

• tions several 1,000 times a day. 

Somehow, enough heats had been run 

• in both the wave and surf slalom portions of 

• the contest to award prizes in both, but just 

• barely. If the contest ended without more 

• sailing, there would be both happy and 

• unhappy participants. Those who had 

• paid the $100 to $200 entry fee and been 

• eliminated in one five-minute heat would 

• not be very happy. 

Sailors like former Aloha Classic win- 

• ners Robby Naish and Kelby Anno, who 

• wouldn't have a chance to fight back up 

• from the losers’ bracket, would not be 

• happy. But 21-year-old Maui upstart Jen- 

• nifer Auby, who brought the crowd to its 

• feet when she blew past Spain's Britt 

• Dunkerbeck in the first heat of the surf 

• slalom, was quite happy with her sixth- 
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place finish in her first wave contest. 

The stage was set for the final day. No 
one had any real hopes that the weather 
would change. Rather, they had hopes, 
but no real faith. Ahhh, ye of little faith! 

But Maui, the mythological god of 
weather, had not been sleeping all this 
time. He had been watching the Aloha 
Classic from his home on Haleakala. He 
had been watching plane after plane fly in 
bearing foreign visitors. And yes, he had 
read the Friday sports page of the Maui 
News. 

Sunday, Maui unleashed a corker. At 
9 a.m. it was absolutely clear, the surf was 
four to six feet (with logo-high faces), and 
there were 20-knot sideshore trade winds 

The race committee scrambled. 
Everyone hustled to get things moving, 
since they had only one day left to pull the 
contest off. They decided to make it a good 
one. 



Pete Cabrinha brought the crowd to its feet 
with high-flying leaps and loops. He captured 
third in surf sailing. 
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The plan was to get totally through the 
winners’ brackets in all disciplines: wave, 
surf slalom, and supersession, if possible. 
The wave event was first and local sailors 
went after it with a vengeance. No Euro¬ 
pean had ever finished in the top three in 
the Aloha Classic. Ever. Damned if it was 
going to happen this year! 

By the men’s quarter finals there were 
only two Europeans left, Bjorn Dunker¬ 
beck and Robby Seeger. Dunkerbeck 
skillfully gave Mark Angulo a good run for 
it, but the flashy Hawaiian hot shot was not 
to be denied. He won on points in all three 
categories: wave riding, jumps, and tran¬ 
sitions. 

Then new Maui resident Pete Cab¬ 
rinha dispatched Seeger with a series of 
high flying leaps and loops that brought 
roars from the partisan crowd on the beach. 
So the final four were Pete Cabrinha, Dave 
Kalama, Mark Angulo, and Ian Boyd. 
Angulo, bent on winning, beat Boyd while 
Kalama, sailing with his typical abandon, 
aced Cabrinha. 

The final was a tough call all around. It 
seemed that everyone wanted both An¬ 
gulo and Kalama to win. It was as if the 
victorious white knights had finally dis¬ 
patched the evil empire but now must do 
battle to win the hand of the fair princess. 

In the end, it was indeed Angulo who 
edged Kalama by a heartbeat and finally 
won his first major contest. Cabrinha, 
between his duties as a color commenta¬ 
tor for the TV film being made on the 
contest, showed that he still had a few 
tricks left by acing Boyd for third place. 


WARRIOR WAVE WOMEN 


Then came the women. All right, girls, 
we kept our part of the bargain—now you 
keep yours. 

In the final eight there were still three 
non-Maui entries, and two of them had a 
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really strong chance of winning Fortu¬ 
nately, two of the three faced each other 
and Natalie Siebel won against Natalie 
LeLievre, while Dana Dawes defeated 
Martine Van Soolingen. 

Two down, one to go. The large Euro¬ 
pean crowd sensed that the tide was turn¬ 
ing. The local spectators were howling 
with delight, and Angela Cochran was in 
the hot seat. If Siebel got past her, there’d 
be a European in the top three 

Cochran sailed perfectly. Although the 
waves were getting smaller, and Angela 
likes them mast-high and bigger, she 
slashed and ripped and jumped and 
looped as Siebel got caught in the wrong 
place at the wrong time, lost her rig, and 
was last seen swimming toward Kanaha. 

Dana Dawes bested Angela for the win 
while Julie Dewerd took third place from a 
tired and frustrated young Siebel. The 
Maui contingent was ecstatic. 

The boat used for setting the slalom 
marks, which had capsized not once, but 
twice in the earlier attempts to set the 
marks in heavy surf, now plowed out into 
the waves with renewed enthusiasm and 
soon a figure-eight course was in place. 


VISITORS’ VENGEANCE 


This, unfortunately, was not an event 
Maui's hardcore wave riders excelled jn. 
The American sailors were vastly outnum¬ 
bered and the Europeans attacked the 
course without mercy. Bjorn Dunkerbeck 
and Anders Bringdal played tag for first, 
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with Dunkerbeck the ultimate victor, while 
Frenchmen Raphael Salles and Eric Th- 
ieme took third and fourth. 

Britt Dunkerbeck took the women’s surf 
slalom ahead of Natalie LeLievre and 
Natalie Simon, both of France. The only 
bright spot in a fairly dismal American 


slalom performance was Lena Kerr’s fourth- 
place finish. 

But wait, there’s more! Local waiter 
Nick Nettleship captured the super ses¬ 
sion! After ripping off a series of effortless 
barrel rolls out through the surf in diminish¬ 
ing winds late in the afternoon, Nettleship 
was the standout, even against all the big 
names. He took home $1,200 to buy a new 
hang glider and maybe get a windshield 
for his car. 


POSTSCRIPT 


A few days later, Hookipa Beach Park 
had returned almost to normal. The locals 
slowly drifted in to reclaim their beach, 
slouching against rusted 74 Dodge Darts 
and idly fondling mast ends strapped to 
their roofs as they talked together in surfer 
pidgin and stared out at the water. 

The Euros stayed on. They rented 
every North Shore beachfront house they 
could find and stayed for a month. On 
good days for the next two months every 
break and wave and ripple was piled with 
ripping, shredding Europeans. 

Next year, I don’t know. Maybe they 
could possibly... actually... perhaps... nooo, 
never! ■ 


Intrepid reporter/photographer Eric San¬ 
ford covered the '88 Aloha Classic in his 
usual unbiased, objective, totally impartial 
style. We hear he's going on to the Middle 
East and Northern Ireland next... 
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BYCORT LARNED 


~T\ laning through a carving jibe suc- 
U J cessfully is one of the most exhila- 
p rating and rewarding experiences 
J in windsurfing. At the clinics I con- 
' duct across the country, the carving jibe ' 
” seemstobeoneofthemostpopularmoves ‘ 
’ I discuss. The carving jibe, like the water- ] 
’ start,representsoneoftheplateausthatall ] 
’ windsurfers must reach to become com- ‘ 
‘ petent sailors. Once you learn water- 
’ starting, you've got it; jibing, however, is a 
' constant learning experience that comes 
' and goes, and there's always room to _ 

■' improve and refine your technique. I still 

' find it gratifying to execute a smooth carv- _ 

' ing jibe, even after 13 years of jibing. . 

' Manydifferentfacetsoftechniquemust _ 

• becombinedtoexecuteajibe properly. To _ 

• prepare for the jibe, you must pick i he _ 

' proper line through the water. Th y . 

’ need to look for flat or stable water soyo^ . 

’ can plant the rail and keep t . 
i imnnthhf thmilflfl l he wate 


best to initiate the turn off a wave rather 
than into a wave. 

The test of every good jibe is whether 
you can plane through the entire jibe from 
start to finish. I try to maintain maximum 
speed as I go into the jibe in light or 
moderate conditions. You can achieve this 
by pumping the sail while trying to keep the 
board as still and stable as possible. Don't 
make jerky rig or body movements. This 
will cause the board to start bucking up 
and down, and will decrease its speed, 
making it necessary for you to lean back to 
regain your balance. The more you lean 
back, the more the board's tail will dig in 
and slow the board's speed. In windy 
conditions, I may unsheet a few seconds 
before I initiate the turn so I can slow down 
the riq If you unsheet during the jibe in 
editions board 
occasionally spin out, so be sure to decel- 
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out of the back strap and slide it up and 
over to the leeward side of the board. Then 
I apply pressure to the rail and carve the 
turn to leeward, tilting the sail forward and 
into the turn while keeping the sail sheeted 
in. Keeping the sail sheeted in through the 
arc of the turn takes the pressure off of the 
sail so you can lean forward and keep more 
weight on the rail. The longer the rail line 
you have in the water, the smoother the 
jibe. (Just as longer snow skis are more 
stable in high-speed turns than shorter 
skis, a longer rail line in the water will make 
your jibes more stable.) 

The most common problems that 
beginning and intermediate boardsailors 
share when jibing are: leaning back, not 
oversheeting the sail, not bending the legs, 
turning in an incorrect arc, and rotating the 
sail too quickly or slowly. By studying the 
following photo sequences and examples, 
you can locate the problems you might be 
having, and, hopefully, correct them. 
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oing into the jibe in light to moderate conditions like these, maintain speed by pumping, then stay sheeted in. Keep your knees bent, and as 
you gradually apply pressure to the leeward rail, stay sheeted in and keep your weight forward, as seen in the third photo ot the sequence. As 
i carve through the turn, oversheet as shown in photos tour through seven. This accomplishes several key things. First, it switches the power i 
en you reach the halfway point through the turn. This allows you to stay forward on the board. It also keeps the board more stable, and once y 
lose the clew to the wind, as shown in photo 11, it allows the sail to come around more rapidly. A step jibe like this one keeps the board from 
incing up and down and losing speed and acceleration. Note the arc on this jibe. It covers about 20 yards to leeward. I enter on a broad read 
I exit on a broad reach. If you exit the jibe too close to the wind, there is much more wind resistance on the sail, which makes it hard to keep 
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C-WRONG: Many people unsheet too early in 
their jibes. This causes the pull on the sail 
to increase and you have to stand back on 
the tail to counter-balance the sail. If you 
unsheet during the jibe, it may cause you to 
spin out mid-turn. 


A-WRONG: The problem with leaning back is 
that the board stalls and you lose speed. 

Also, there is a lot of friction and tension on 
the sail and it is easy to get jerked over the 
nose of the board. In this photo, note how the 
water is releasing somewhere back between 
the footstraps. 


B-WRONG: Some sailors fail to bend their legs 
during a jibe. If you are going over the crest 
of a wave straight-legged, the board will have 
a tendency to fall away from your feet, and 
you lose control. If you see someone sticking 
his posterior out, as I'm doing here, it's a sure 
sign that he isn’t bending his knees. 


B RIGHT: When your legs are bent, they can 
act as shock absorbers. Therefore, as you sail 
over chop, you can extend your legs to keep 
your feet in contact with the board, and the 
board in contact with the water. This keeps 
the board steady throughout the turn. 


C-RIGHT: The more you bear away and keep 
the sail sheeted in, the less pressure there 
will be on the rig and the easier it will be to 
control the rig. The best sailors actually 
oversheet three-fourths of the way through 
the turn until they reach the point where the 
clew is pointing upwind. 


A-RIGHT: By keeping your weight forward 
going into the turn, you can keep more weight 
on the rail. The longer the rail line in the 
water, the smoother the turn. Note how the 
waterline releases all the way up near the 
mast track, a result of having a long rail line 
in the water. 



























E-RIGHT: Photo tor “D" (right) also applies here. Try to keep the sail 
sheeted in until you reach the point where the clew is pointing upwind 
At this point, it will be almost backwinded, so push the sail away as I 
am doing here before you get slammed. Also, release the clew so you 
don’t sail away clew-first. 


D-RIGHT: By holding the sheet of the sail in through the turn, you keep 
constant pressure on the rig and make the board more stable. Also, 
you expose the clew to the wind and the sail will come around more 
rapidly. 


D-WRONG: If you release the sail too early, it takes pressure off the 
nose of the board, which can cause the board to bounce through the 
turn. The sail swings around slowly, and is likely to cause you to stall 
out mid-jibe. 

E-WRONG: Releasing the sail too late is another problem people 
encounter. If you try to hold the sail too long, the leech of your sail 
loads up and you can get slammed. In this photo, you can see that 1 am 
fighting the sail. 
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SUMMARY 


These are just a few of the many 
' areas of concern in the land of jibing! In 
‘ future issues of WindRider, I will cover 
’ other aspects and other jibes. You'll find 
' that good jibing, like any other windsurf- 
* ing maneuver, is the result of plenty of 
' practice. Good luck! 


Pro racer and clinic instructor Cort 
Lamed is sponsored by Gaastra Sails. 
O'Neill, Vuarnet, and WindRider Maga¬ 
zine. 


PHOTOS BY DARRELL JONES 
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Cort Larned U.S 


Whether you’ve been sailing 
years or you’re just now get! 
your feet wet, Cort Larned c; 


conducts 


Features 


nique basics 

On-the-water demos or in-shop 
video seminars 
Fun races, when and where 
possible 

Tips and manuals to take home 
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alk about intense concentration! Is Mike Eskimo 


e knows how lo Rush it! Sieve Wilkings snaps 

ss!c chlbach through the snimme'.ng 
vaiian sea. 


STEVE WILKINGS 
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scrutinizing his boom grip or is that a telescope he's peering through? Only photographer Jon Foster knows lor sure! 


JO.NFOS1EB . 
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INTRODUCING THE NEW PLYMOUTH SUNDANCE. 
47 STANDARD FEATURES. STARTING AT $8,395. 

Here's a car you can reallv warm up to. The new Plymouth Sundance. With 47 standard features 
designed around one simple idea—customer satisfaction begins with fun. So go ahead, recline in the front 
buckets, fold down the split fear seat, relax in the premium interior. From the practical to the comfortable 
the new Plymouth Sundance is built for a good time. 

And to make good time, the front-wheel drive Sundance offers you a choice of three engines. A lively 
2.2 liter. A livelier 2.5 and a 2.5 turbo that reminds you what living is all about. Each fuel-injected and 
backed by 7/70 protection* The longest powertrain warranty in its class, from the best value in its class** 
ith prices starting at~$8,395. + Even the Sundance RS above is only $10,278/ So why look for your place 
in the sun? When it's more fun driving to it! The new Plymouth Sundance. Satisfaction is fun. 




SATISFY THE CUSTOMER:! 

THE NINE MOST IMPORTANT WORDS A A M !!■ ^ I 1 i mm mm. I 




Plymouth knows: SATISFY THE CUSTOMER, 


A DIVISION OE CHRYSLER MOTORS 





















S lalom racers need good slalom • 
boards. When there is $10,000 • 
resting on the results of a race, no ' 
one wants to be caught with his • 
board down. Slalom boards have to leap ' 
off the starting line, cruise through lulls, and ' 
fly around the marks in a wide range of • 
conditions. Obviously, most people don't • 
slalom race, but the average guy still * 
needs a board that meets the same criteria • 
for recreational sailing that slalom racers ' 
look for in competitive sailing. He needs a • 
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board that is quick to plane, fun to turn, and 
sailable in a wide range of conditions. 
Sound familiar? A good slalom board is the 
mainstay of any shortboard quiver. 

Good slalom boards are getting much 
easier to come by. This is the second year 
of production board racing in the US, and 
Ihe manufacturers are responding with 
higher-tech, faster, lighter, stronger boards 
than ever before. Not only are the boards 
better, but there are many more of them 
available. Gone are the days when we 
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board testers had to suffer through the ' 
dogged performance of most of the boards, ’ 
only to find that none of the entries could [ 
compare to the custom boards available at 
the time. Production slalom boards now 
have hotter shapes, better construction, * 
and a ride that's way better than almost any * 
custom board out there. It used to be em¬ 
barrassing to be passed by some guy on a ’ 
production board, but custom sailors had 
better get used to it this year. 

Many of the boards we received are 
"custom” production boards. These are 
sandwich-construction boards from molds 
that essentially have no seams, and are 
finished to look almost exactly like custom 
boards. Manufacturers making these 
boards include Advanced Hull Dynamics, 
Hawaii Freestyle. Hi-Tech, Velocity. 
Seatrend, Sailboards Maui, West Wind, 
and Windsurfing Hawaii. This manufactur¬ 
ing surge, started by Seatrend in 1984, 
looks good, but many of the newer tech¬ 
nologies are not as proven for durability 
and reliability as the standard production 
methods used by Alpha, Bic, Fanatic, F2, 
HiFly, Mistral, and Tiga. These boards 
usually test better for ding resistance than 
the custom production models. 

We checked them all, though, and ' 
this year’s tests are the most comprehen- ’ 
sive ever. 


SITES AND SAILORS 


Tofind out which boards are good, you ' 
leed good testers sailing in a good spot. ’ 
We chose Aruba again this year as our ' 
testing grounds for its consistent warm * 
' winds and beautiful water. We used sail ' 
' sizes ranging from 4.6 to 7.2, and we got to ' 

• run each board through the wind range. ' 

• Our water conditions at the famed ‘ 

• Fisherman's Huts were generally flat to • 

• moderately choppy, but for bigger chop • 

■ and more radical conditions, we would * 
' round the west point of the little island and ’ 

• instantly be out in the full rage of the Carib- • 

• bean Sea's trade winds. 

For a change in testing conditions, we ’ 

• would head out on the windward shore to • 

• a place called Boca Grandi, where the ’ 

• winds were a little lighter, but there were • 

• waves. For testing, Aruba has it all, and • 

• throughout our testing period, there was • 

■ only one day when we couldn't sail! 

• Even more impressive than the condi- • 

• tions were the testers we rounded up. This * 

• year'sgroupisundoubtedlythefinestgroup • 

• of non-production-board-sponsored sail- • 

• ors ever to test boards for any publication. • 

• Ofthesixsailors.threehavewontheworld's • 

• most prestigious slalom race, The Gorge • 

• Pro-Am, and all have regularly placed • 

’ ahead of many of the world's top pros in 

• open-class racing. 

• WindRider doesn’t just use generic, 

• nameless testers of unproven ability; rather, 

• we find the best unsponsored sailors; those • 

• who are seen regularly sailing at the best ■ 
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spots in the country Furthermore, we 
recognize that women do indeed windsurf, 
and have special board sizing needs that 
would go undetected if we had only mod- 
erate-to-heavyweight male sailors; there¬ 
fore, we have two women on this year's 
staff. 

First, and lightest, is Tania Hendrick, at 
about 105 pounds. She hails from Ft. Pierce, 
Florida, and has been a terror on the 
amateur slalom circuit in Florida and the 
Caribbean over the last few years. She 
won the Aruba Speed Slalom in 1987, 
placed second in the Atlantic Cup in that 
same year, and, in her first pro event, 
nailed a fourth in this year's Atlantic Cup 
against some of the best women in the 
country. As glasser and sander of one of 
the hottest custom board companies in this 
country, Berky Composite Sailboards, she 
knows a good board when she sees, feels, 
lifts, and rides one. 

Next, at about 120 pounds, is Tina 
Baylis, a veteran board tester of two previ¬ 
ous campaigns. Tina is from Santa Cruz, 
California, and owns and operates Wad¬ 
dell Sails with her husband Trevor. Tina is 
one of our Pro-Am winners, taking the 
amateur women's title in 1986. Since then, 
Tina has gone pro, and has won or placed 
in the money in a variety of slalom events on 
the West Coast. 

Jumping up to about 160 pounds, we 
have one of our middle-weights, Jerry 
Percival of Seattle, Washington. Jerry ter¬ 
rorizes the Gorge all summer, where he 
shapes Sailboards International custom 
boards. Besides his hot boards, Jerry is 
best known as the announcer of the Pro- 
Am, and is featured in most of the videos 
that come from the Gorge. As a shaper, 
Jerry is used to testing boards, and has the 
sailing and analytical skills necessary to 
provide excellent critiques. 

Slightly heavier than Jerry is another 
shaper, Tern Berkstresser. Tern develops 
the race-proven designs of his own Berky 
Boards, and also pioneers innovative 
super-light construction methods. He, too, 
definitely knows what to look for in a board. 
His sailing is as hot as his boards; Tem was 
the top placing non-touring pro at the Aruba 
Speed Slalom last June, and the year be¬ 
fore, he won the amateur division of the 
Curacao race. 


Every pro racer knows what a threat ’ 

Tem is on the race course, and local sailors * 
in Ft. Pierce. Florida, know What a hot free- * 
sailor he is. The only reason Jerry and Tem * 
aren't sponsored by major board compa- * 
mes is that they like their own boards too * 
much to sail anything else! 

Finally, we come to our heavyweights, " 
who, while not weighing too much, are * 
super heavyweights on the race course. " 
First is Trevor Baylis, designer and chief ’ 

’ race-winner of Waddell Sails, at 185 " 
pounds Trevor is well known internation- ’ 

* ally for his speed, and can usually be found * 

’ training somewhere off his local beaches * 

* of Santa Cruz, California, or just blazing * 
past the local hot crew in the Bay area. 

Trevor has won too many races to * 

* mention, but recently placed eighth * 

' against the world’s best in the San Fran- ’ 

’ cisco World Cup. He also won the ama- ' 

‘ teur title at the Gorge Pro-Am the year * 

’ before. Much has already been said * 

' about Trevor’s racing ability and speed, * 

’ but his testing is also top-notch. 

Our heaviest sailor, Pat Dougherty, hails * 

* from the Gorge, and is the man responsible " 

’ for closing our gaps and saving our fingers ' 

* with his Gorge Technology Speed Inducer * 

* and Easy Release Cup. Pat is a legend in * 

’ the Gorge, known for his fanatical high- * 

* wind sessions; his fastest recorded speed * 

* in the Gorge is 42 mph, and, mo6t recently, * 

’ he won in the amateur division of the '88 ’ 

' Pro-Am. After that victory, he wentpro, and * 

* won his first two pro races. Weighing in at * 

* 195 pounds, his smallest sail is a 2.9. That ' 

* should say something about the winds he * * 

* likes to sail in. 

Only with testers as competent as these * 

‘ can we offer such reliable results, in such * 

* a unique manner. Because we use such * 

* good sailors, we rely on their subjective ■ 
opinions of the boards to let the reader * 

* know how well the boards sail. The sailors 1 

* used their own rigs while sailing the boards, • 

* in order to isolate and critique only the hull’s * 

* performance, and each board was sailed • 

* extensively in a variety of conditions. 

After sailing each board, the sailors • 

* recorded their impressions immediately in • 

* order to minimize confusion. Then, after all • 

* the boards were tested, we grouped the • 

* sailors into three groups of two, had them * 

* each take boards, sail them head-to-head, • 

* switch them, and find out which board was * 

* doing what. 

The testers have also included their * 

* recommendations for the sail range each * 

* particular board can handle. This should • 

* help you determine which board best 1 

* meets your needs. 

We are confident in the results pro- * 

* duced using this method. To get the most • 

* out of the tests, first read the appropriate • 

* weight category, then read the other test- ■ 

* ers’ comments. But most important, try to * 

* sail the boards yourself before purchasing • 

* one. After all, we're not yet perfect... but • 

* we're getting darn close. 

WINDRIDER * 
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by Pat LeMehaute 
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I t was hot, too hot. It must have been well 
over 100 degrees on that slab of con¬ 
crete next to the beach, adjacent to the 
Holiday Inn in Aruba where I was work- 
• ing. There was a line of boards from the 
• edge of the concrete going all the way 
• down the beach... for miles and miles. 

• There must have been over 1,000 boards 
’ on the beach, all in line, waiting to be 
• tested. Weight, ding resistance, stiffness... 

• weight, ding resistance, stiffness... weight, 

• ding resistance, stiffness, over and over 
• again. 

Just before I was about to faint from 
• dehydration, it became cold. Too cold. I 
• was standing in a pool that was about waist 
• deep. The January sky around Orlando 
• was dark and foreboding. The cold front 
• that was pushing through the area had 
• dropped the temperatures down into the 
• 40s, and the rain and wind associated with 
• it only made matters worse, as I was clad 
• only in a bathing suit. The volume tests 
• were proceeding at a miserably slow rate, 

• and just as I was about to lose.conscious- 
• ness from hypothermia, I awoke. The 
• nightmare was over, but in actuality it was 
• about to begin. It was that time of year 
• again— WindRider board test time. The 
• nightmares that were based on the realities 
• of last year's tests were becoming more 
• frequent. I had to find another way. A test 
• lab; yeah, that was the ticket. A test lab in 


an air conditioned warehouse, with fluores 
cent lights, a desk and chair, and a com¬ 
puter whirring trustily by my side. I could 
wear one of those white lab technician 
robes. Yeah, that was the ticket! 

And so, with a determination I didn't 
know I had, I walked into my publisher’s 
office and asked...No, I demanded an 
increase in my test budget so I could make 
my dream test lab. And so it was done. 


THE 89 TECHNICAL BOARD TESTS 


This year’s boards were tested for 
weight, volume, stiffness, and ding resis¬ 
tance. The boards were weighed (with 
footstraps) on a triple-beam scale to the 

• nearest gram. 

The volumes were determined by sink- 

• ing each board into a tank of water using a 

• hydraulic press. A load cell attached to the 

• press measured the buoyant force, and 

• then, using Archimedes' principle, the 

• volumes could be calculated. 

The stiffness was determined by sup- 

• porting the board six inches from the tail 

• and nose and then measuring the force 

• required to deflect the center of the board 

• a certain distance. The distance was de- 

• termined by the following equation: (dis- 

• placement)/(distance between sup- 

• ports)=constant. 


This essentially guaranteed that the ' 
shear strain on the center of each board * 
was identical, regardless of the board's ' 
length. 

The boards were deflected with the ' 

■ hydraulic press, and the resulting force ' 

• was measured with a load cell. Addition- ' 

• ally, a caliper was used to measure the ' 

• required displacement. 

The results showed that the stiffer car- • 

• bon-reinforced boards required a force of ’ 

• well over 100 pounds to cause a displace- * 

• ment of about three eighths of an inch, * 

• whereasapolyurethaneboardonlyneeded * 

• about 40 pounds. 

The ding test was performed by meas- ' 
uring the puncture force and displacement • 
of driving a three-eigths-inch-diameter stud • 
into the board with the hydraulic press. The • 
puncture force is represented in pounds • 
per square inch, and the displacement is ’ 
measured in inches. A higher puncture • 

• force represents a harder skin, whereas a • 

• high puncture displacement represents a • 

• more durable skin. Ideally, you want both • 

• numbers to be as high as possible, which • 

• would represent a tough skin that wouldn't • 

• ding easily. 

In the tests, the boards that were punc- • 

• tured at around 2,000 psi and .5 inches * 

• had the weakest skins, and the boards that • 

• punctured at around 5,000 psi and 1.0 * 

• inches had the toughest skins. 
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ALPHA 120 SL 


Length: 9' 8’ 

Width: 23 5- 
Volume: 119 07 
liters 

Weight: 22 pounds 
Buoyant Force: Fresh: 
237.72 pounds 
Salt: 244.85 pounds 
Stiffness: 97 64 
pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: 
3,243.28 psi 
Displacement: 43- 
Construction: Alpha 
epoxy TriTec 
Bottom Shape: 
Triple-concave 
Warranty: Two years 
Price: S895 


Length: 9’ 5" 

Width: 22 5' 

Volume: 114 28 
liters 

Weight: 18.52 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 
233.47 pounds 
Salt: 240.48 pounds 
Stiffness: 118 78 
pounds for 3/8- 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: 
4,909.53 psi 
Displacement: 80- 
Construction: Heat 
and pressure 
molded epoxy/min¬ 
eral stringer, car- 
bon/s-glass/ 
urethane skin 
Bottom Shape: 
Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $995 



Length: 9’3’ 

Width: 22.5' 

Volume: 110.27 
liters 

Weight: 17.54 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 
225.61 pounds 
Salt: 232.39 pounds 
Stiffness: 96.01 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: 
3,825.90 psi. 
Displacement .93’ 
Construction: Multi¬ 
density foam core 
w/outer layer of 
high-density PVC 
foam; S2 laminate 
vacuum-bagged 
epoxy 

Bottom Shape: 
Quad-concave 
Warranty: One 
season 
Price: $925 


MISTRAL 

SCREAMER 


Length: 9‘ 1.5' 

Width: 22.4- 
Volume: 104.6 liters 
Weight: 19.62 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 
211.1 pounds 
Salt: 217.45 pounds 
Stiffness: 110.3 
pounds for 3/8’ de¬ 
flection 

Impact Resistance: 

5,824 psi. 
Displacement: .62' 
Construction: LCS: 
(carbon fiber, uni 
and bias fiberglass 
laminates and vac¬ 
uum-formed ASA- 
molded skin) 

Bottom Shape: 
Double concave w I 
Ophihi dent 
Warranty: One year 
Price: LCS (w/straps 
& fin) $1,295; 

DCS (w/footstraps & 
fin) $995 • 



SEATREND 

90 


Length: 9' 

Width: 21.75- 
Volume: 114.28 
liters 

Weight: 18 48 
pounds 
Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 220.95 
pounds 

Salt: 227.58 pounds 
Stiffness: 112.28 
pounds for 3/8" 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: 
2,011.28 psi. 
Displacement: .75" 
Construction: PVC 
sheet foam/epoxy 
glass sandwich 
skin; virgin bead 
styrene core 
Bottom Shape: 
Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,115 
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Length: 8’ 9.5’ 

Width: 23- 
Volume: 109 00 
liters 

Weight: 20 27 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh. 
220.11 pounds 
Salt: 226.71 pounds 
Stiffness: 121.42 
pounds for 3/8- 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: 
4,537.1 psi. 
Displacement: 62- 
Construction: 

ACEtec carbon/ 
Kevlar 

Bottom Shape: 

Quadro-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $899, hull 
only 


FANATIC 
ULTRA BEE 



Length: 9’ 4" 

Width: 21.5- 
Volume: 120.90 liters 
Weight: 19.03 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 
227.55 pounds 
Salt: 234.00 pounds 
Stiffness: 115.51 
pounds for 3.8' 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: 
6.578.13 psi. 
Displacement: .95- 
Construction: Fanatic 
Ultra Carbon-light 
EPS foam core, uni¬ 
directional glass 
fiber cloth, multi- 
axial glass fiber 
material with carbon 
reinforcement, 
Fanatic compound 
resin, polycarbon¬ 
ate outer skin 
Bottom Shape: Single 
concave nose, tri¬ 
concave midsection 
paring to a slight 
double-v tail 
Warranty: One year 
limited 
Price: $1,295 


HAWAII 

FREESTYLE 

92 



Length: 9‘2" 

Width: 22.25- 
Volume: 107.15 
liters 

Weight 21.12 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 
215.15 pounds 
Salt: 221.60 pounds 
Stiffness: 104.72 
pounds for 3/8- 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: 
2.833.14 psi. 
Displacement: .52- 
Construction: Poly¬ 
urethane foam core, 
molded honeycomb 
skin, polyester 
glass, and resin 
Bottom Shape: 
Quad-slalom 
Warranty: 90 days 
Price: $985 


TIGA280 


Length: 9’ 2" 

Width: 23- 
Volume: 121.20 
liters 

Weight: 21.40 
pounds 
Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 245.84 
pounds 

Salt: 253.21 pounds 
Stiffness: 43.92 
pounds for 3/8" 
deflection 
Impact Resistance: 
4,653.98 psi. 
Displacement: 1.19" 
Construction: Micro- 
liteXS: polypro- 
plyene with PU core 
Bottom Shape: Tri¬ 
concave with spoon 
effect 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $599 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

Whether you’re a lightweight, a rookie 
who’s new to funboards, or a competi¬ 
tive, experienced heavyweight, the 120 
SL is a perfect slalom regatta board— 
especially in the lower to middle wind 
ranges. TheTriTec Combi construction 
technique, which includes carbon, 
twaron, and epoxy, makes the SL ex¬ 
tremely stiff and durable, guaranteeing 
long years of competitive regatta per¬ 
formance. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6.5. 

Tania Hendrick: 

Even though the 
Alpha 120 SL 
doesn’t provide too 
many "yee-haws," 
it is fast enough 
and jibes well 
enough to make it a 
great recreational 
board for learning 
slalom sailing. It is 
quick to plane and 
stays up on a plane 
easily. The board 
has a “plastic" feel, 
but it is comfort¬ 
able to sail. It goes 
upwind well and 
has a comfortable 
deck. I think you 

could consider this board a stress-free 
product, since it seems both durable and 
is fun to sail. 

TinaBaylis: I think this is a great cruiser. 
It has a really smooth ride and tracks 
really well on all points of sail. It also has 
great stability. I found it unusual that 
such a big board could still be control¬ 
lable when overpowered, but the 120 SL 
handled pretty well. I thought it planed 
up quickly, and even though it has a 
' plastic, absorbent feel, it goes through 
’ chop pretty well. The Alpha makes wide, 

* smooth jibes, but cannot really be jibed 
■ too tightly. The deck is nice—it's grippy 
' but not abrasive, but the second set of 
' straps should be removed for real jibing. 

’ Overall, this is a good high-performance 

* recreational board. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds: Recom- 

* mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.5. 

Jerry Percival: I like this board as a rec- 
1 reational cruiser. It is really stable and 
’ easy to flatten. It cuts through chop very 
well. The nose of this board is large, so 
it is stable for tacking. The straps are 
fairly comfortable, and the front set is 
potentially useful in moderate air. I found 
this board to be a very smooth jiber in 
long arcing turns. It just coasts through 
jibes, and it’s easy to maintain a plane 
through lulls. I wouldn’t say that this 
board has a great top-end, but it is a fun, 
stable, and smooth cruiser. 

. Tem Berkstresser: I thought this board 
was large, but it has a fairly responsive 
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feel to it. It is heavy, but it plowed through 
chop nicely, and actually, its speed is 
decent if ridden flat. It also goes upwind 
really well. I think it performs nice, long- 
radius jibes and maintains speed well in 
wide turns. It is very stable, and tacks and 
uphauls great. The deck is a little flat for 
me, and I think you could get more per¬ 
formance out of the board if it had a better 
fin, but for a recreational sailor, every¬ 
thing is fine. This board has a lot of vee, 
and rockets upwind when you ride it on 
the leeward rail. It has good volume and 
is fun to sail. This is a good all-around rec¬ 
reational board. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7.0. 

Trevor Baylis: This is a fun board. You 
hop on and almost instantly you are zip¬ 
ping. It gets up on a plane quickly and 
glides through lulls pretty well for a heavy 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 98' 

Width: 23.5- 

Volume: 119.07 liters 

Weight: 22 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 237.72 pounds 

Salt: 244.85 pounds 

Stiffness: 97.64 pounds for 3/8- 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 3,243.28 psi. 
Displacement: .43* 

Construction: Alpha epoxy TriTec 
Bottom Shape: Triple-concave 
Warranty: Two years 
Price: $895 


board. This board makes cool turns For 
jibing, or for a beginner learning to jibe, 
this board is great You could come flying 
into the flat water, send it into a turn, and 
come out with reasonable speed. Its only 
real problem is that it feels skittish on a 
broad reach and it seems to roll a little 
from side to side. Otherwise, it’s a great 
board if you’re only going to own one 
board. 

Pat Dougherty: All around, this board is 
a lot of fun. It’s fast and someone learn¬ 
ing to jibe would love it because it is so 
easy to turn. It is great for tacks and 
tricks, and I feel it is easy to control. It’s 
not perfect for any 
one thing, but it is 
good on all points 
of sail. The deck is 
great, and the 
main three straps 
are positioned 
well. Ithinkanyone 
could have fun on 
this board. The 
board we tested 
had a stock plastic 
fin, but it still went 
upwind okay. I 
think with a real 
skeg, it could be 
even faster and 
more fun. 
SUMMARY: 

We liked this 
board. From lightweights to heavy¬ 
weights, everyone was impressed with 
the performance of the 120. Its weight 
didn’t hinder the fun potential of the 
board. There are two unique features 
about this board that should make it very 
attractive for the beginning to intermedi¬ 
ate shortboarder. First, the 120 SL has a 
rather long, wide bow. This makes the 
board extremely stable when tacking 
and uphauling, so even if you don't have 
waterstarts and jibes wired, you can still 
get around on this board. Second, the 
board has a front set of footstraps that are 
very easy to use, and the board sails rea¬ 
sonably well when you are in the front 
straps. People who have trouble getting 
back into the straps will find this board 
makes it easy. 

The only thing not up to par on this 
package is the skeg. Alpha provided a 
thin, molded plastic fin which, while not 
bad, doesn’t maximize the performance 
of this board. Its impact resistance is sur¬ 
prisingly low, considering that it’s not stiff. 
Other than that, we recommend this 
board to anyone from a small beginner to 
a recreational heavyweight. Six thumbs 
up as a recreational board. 

BEST FEATURES: 

All-around sailability 
Smooth, stable turning abilities 
WORST FEATURE: 

Fin 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The combination of light weight, 
quad-concave design, and sensible vol¬ 
ume distribution make the Omega a 
dream in the hands of a capable sailor. It 
was developed by World Cup racer Tom 
Luedecke as a competitive, maneuver- 
able, fun slalom board. Various rocker 
lines combine to provide early planing, 
excellent control, and a smooth ride. The 
Omega is just the right size for all-around 
sailing, jumping, and slalom racing. 
TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6.6. 

Tania Hendrick: 

This board is just 
great. It pops right 
up on a plane. Asa 
lightweight, I was 
often the only one 
planing when I was 
on this board. It is 
very forgiving on 
jibes, but must be 
powered to go 
upwind. The ride is 
super smooth in 
chop, and it's set up 
with the straps aft 
and out on the rails, 
so it's good for rac¬ 
ing. In fact, it might 
be a little too “racy" 
for a beginner. The 
AHD feels really fast, and was not at all 
tricky to sail. For someone of my size, it 
is a very good, competitive, light-air sla¬ 
lom board. 

Tina Baylis: Although this board feels 
fairly big for me, I liked it a lot. It acceler¬ 
ates nicely and it jibes very well. It’s great. 
It accelerates well out of a jibe, seems 
fast on a broad reach, but doesn't seem 
to want to get upwind. It is a board that 
would be good for racing in light, gusty 
conditions. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.5 to 7.0. 

Jerry Percival: Overall, this is a decent 
board. I could get it up on a plane easily, 
and it felt fast and really smooth, but 
going upwind it feels twitchy—it’s hard to 
lock into a groove. I was uncomfortable 
with the strap placement, since I need my 
back foot out on the rail more, and I found 
the deck too slippery. The deck made it 
difficult to jibe, but the board is lively, has 
a good feel, and is definitely raceable. 
Tem Berkstresser: I liked this board. It 
feels really smooth and drawn out. You 
could snap it up on a plane, and it stayed 
planing though lulls and jibes. Long- 
radius turns felt nice, but I found it a bit 
catchy on tight turns. This board is best 
in smooth water, where I could get the 
waterline back. In chop, it seems to stick 
some and it's not nearly as forgiving in 
turns. As long as you follow the arc it 
wants to take, it turns fine. This is much 
more a racing board than a recreational 
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board. You have to concentrate to sail it 
well, but it is fast. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.5 to 7.0. 

Trevor Baylis: This board is like all good 
racing slalom boards; when you wind it 
out, it feels skittish and alive. For its 
length, it is a fairly high-volume board, 
and it gets on a plane great and is really 
pumpable. It tends to favor flatter water, 
and is more downwind-oriented, but it 
feels stiff and solid through chop, and 
does a good racing-type slalom turn in 
most conditions. It’s a great board for 
places where you have to limp out to a 
windline, rip for a couple hours, and limp 
back. I could race on this board with a big 
sail. 

Pat Dougherty: This board is light and 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'5' 

Width: 22.5- 

Volume: 114.28 liters 

Weight: 18.52 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 233.47 pounds 

Salt: 240.48 pounds 

Stiffness: 118.78 pounds for 3/8- 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 4,909.53 psi. 
Displacement: .80- 

Construction: Heat and pressure molded 
epoxy/mineral stringer, carbon/s-glass/ 
urethane skin 

Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $995 


boxy, and has great acceleration. It feels 
fast—a lot like a racing slalom board. I 
could come out of turns with good speed 
in most conditions, but I feel it works best 
in flat water. It is easy to tack and do 
maneuvers on, and it would be good to 
race on in minimal slalom conditions. The 
mast track should be placed farther back, 
and I personally wouldn’t use anything 
smaller than a 5.7, but with a sail in the mid 
sixes, it is a lot of fun and I was impressed 
with its speed. 

SUMMARY: 

AHD is a new kid on the block, but its 
first slalom board already labels this com¬ 
pany as a serious 
contender in the 
raceable slalom 
board market. 
Originally de¬ 
signed in Australia 
by World Cup 
racer Tom 

Luedecke. the 
boards are now 
being produced in 
the Gorge and dis¬ 
tributed by Wind¬ 
line. 

Overall, we found 
the performance of 
the Omega quite 
impressive. Its 

_ design is strictly 

darrelljones slalom-oriented. 

* The straps are placed relatively far aft, so 

* beginners may have trouble getting back 

* there. This board excels in the accelera- 
’ tion and quickness-to-plane categories. 

’ The thick boxy rails and subtle rocker line 

* make it quick out of holes and it glides 
' through lulls. 

The Omega didn’t come with a fin, so 

* we tested it with a variety of skegs, and 
‘ found that a “pointier" fin seemed to work 

* best in bringing the board’s upwind abil- 
' ityuptopar. We recommend this board 

* for sailors who want to race, or just want 
' to get planing and speeding before any- 
' one else. Six thumbs up. 

* BEST FEATURES: 

* All-round performance 

* Quickness to plane 
' Raceability 

* WORST FEATURE: 

* Slippery deck 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The 1989 Bic Electric Rock, designed 
by Stephan van den Berg, features ihe 
same quadro- concave hull shape that 
has made it one of the fastest and most 
competitive production slalom boards 
available. Design changes for this year 
are in the componentry. New compo¬ 
nents for '89 include multiple-position 
footstrap inserts with single- and double¬ 
wide screw-in footstraps for increased 
comfort, aluminum mast and fin boxes for 
greater strength, and a Jimmy Lewis- 
designed slot fin. The proven ACEtec 
manufacturing process provides the 
Electric Rock with 
added strength, in¬ 
creased stiffness, 
and lighter weight. 

Its excellent volume 
distribution and 
quadro-concave 
hull also provide 
quicker planing 
and greater bal¬ 
ance in a wide 
range of wind con¬ 
ditions. 

TESTERS’ 

COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 
pounds: Recom¬ 
mended sail range; 

4.5 to 6.0. 

Tania Hendrick: 

This board performs best in light air. It 
has too much volume for me when the 
wind picks up, and the board seems to 
top out early. The rails are big and boxy, 
which makes it go upwind well. Another 
good feature is that it has lots of footstrap 
options. Acceleration is only average, 
and for me this board is not too much fun, 
but it would be good for getting into 
shortboarding. 

Tina Baylis: This board seems very big 
for an 8'10\ It has lots of volume, and I 
think it is a little big for me to jibe well. If 
you push it hard, it turns well, and it is 
really stable and easy to tack and uphaul. 
The deck is really flat and uncomfortable, 
but the strap placement is fine, and it 
goes upwind and through chop well. It’s 
pretty fast, and I actually enjoyed the 
board, but it is not a great size for me. I 
think it takes someone really aggressive 
to fully appreciate the board, but it should 
be easy for an intermediate to jibe. This 
board is raceable and performance ori¬ 
ented. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 7.0. 

Jerry Percival: I like this board because 
is a good all- around recreational board, 
has a snappy feel through chop, but still 
has a comfortable, smooth ride. It is an 
extremely smooth jiber. It has a coasting 
feel through its turns. I wouldn't say.it has 

extremely high top-end, but it is com¬ 
fortably fast. Stability is good, but the 
board could use a better non-skid treat- 
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ment. Overall, I thought this board did 
everything well. I would say it has com¬ 
petitive potential for production racing, 
but it is best as a confidence-inspiring 
recreational board. 

Tem Berkstresser: The Bic Electric 
Rock has a smooth solid feel about it. It 
is super predictable in its performance. I 
don't think it has breakaway speed, but 
its speed is good, and it feels stable and 
easy to sail on the water. It’s a really nice 
jiber, and it jumps surprisingly well for a 
big board. I’m not sure it is responsive 
enough to be a top-level racer, but for 
someone getting into racing, or for any 
recreational sailor, it would be a great 
board. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.4. 

Trevor Baylis: I thought this board was 
pretty quick in flat water. I had to pounce 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8'9.5* 

Width: 23- 
Volume: 109.00 liters 
Weight: 20.27 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 220.11 pounds 
Sail: 226.71 pounds 
Stiffness: 121.42 pounds for 3/8' 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 4,537.1 psi. 
Displacement: .62- 

Construction: ACEtec carbon/Kevlar 
Bottom Shape: Quadro-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $899. hull only 


on it to jibe or the rail would pearl, but 
once I committed to the turn, it was re¬ 
warding, and I could zoom out of turns. I 
found it to be unsteady in chop and at 
high speeds. It is flat and wide, and just 
wouldn’t go But in flat water with smaller 
sails, it is quick to plane. It doesn't go 
through lulls too well, but it is good up¬ 
wind. This board definitely is best in flat 
water. It doesn't perform as well in chop. 
It’s a performance board, though, and it is 
raceable—it's a good fun board. 

Pat Dougherty: I was really happy with 
the way this board jibes. It turns easily, 
and is fun, light, responsive, and good for 
chop hops. The 
deck and straps 
feel nice, and the 
board felt good 
going through the 
bumps. In turns, 
the board favored 
a certain wide ra¬ 
dius, but even 
when I screwed up 
a turn, the board 
came through. 
Acceleration is not 
outstanding, but 
the Electric Rock 
has good speed. I 
had fun on this 
board, and I think it 
is a top-end rec- 
oarrelljones reational board, 
which would be good for getting jibes 
wired on. 

SUMMARY: 

Of all the boards in the medium-wind 
slalom group, this one is the shortest by 
three inches. Even so, our testers found 
it to have extremely good stability, and 
good performance on the low end. It is a 
wide, squatty board with full-volume rails, 
and the Electric Rock has a very wide 
wind range. 

Our smaller testers found the board a 
bit big feeling for actual performance sail¬ 
ing. They couldn’t really bury a rail, which 
is what this board needs to maximize its 
performance in the corners. For middle- 
and heavyweights, though, we found the 
board easy to sail and jibe. Bic has made 
quite a few updates on their componen¬ 
try, which makes the Electric Rock a top- 
notch board. We used to have problems 
with the Bic footstraps, but their new ones 
are among the finest on the market. We 
were split down the middle as to whether 
the board is fast enough to be raced 
competitively, but almost all the testers 
universally agree that it is an excellent 
recreational board. Five thumbs up, one 
neutral. 

BEST FEATURES: 

Flat-water sailability 
Ease of jibing 

WORST FEATURE: 

Non-skid 


WINDRIDER 































RAINBOW FIN CO. 783 SAN ANDREAS RD., LA SELVA BEACH, CA. 95076 
94080 728-2998 RAINBOW FIN CO. EAST (305) 777-5936 
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WE MAKE THE FINS 

YOU SET THE LIMITSI 


ATTENTION 

DEALERS! 

Carry WindRider the magazine 
of boardsailing! Our package 
includes a minimum of 5 copies 
plus a free display rack, WindRider 
newsletter, free shipping, and 
boat show & regatta promotions. 
You may increase or decrease 
your order to match seasonal 
traffic. Take advantage of our 
dealer program today! 



Fbr pricing and information con¬ 
tact: WindRider Magazine, RO. 
Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790 
(407) 628-4802 




THIS IS A HOLD UP. 


THIS IS A STEAL. 

$ 49.00 

Suggested Retail Price 


The only thing better than this Mistral SL500 
harness is the price. Mistral SL500 available at your 
authorized Mistral dealer in January, 1989. 

mistraC 

Nobody's Doing More 
For The Board. 

7222Parkway Drive • Oorsey, Maryland 21076 • (301) 796-4755 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The 1988 Ultra Bee has shed an in¬ 
credible 2.5 pounds over its predecessor 
while becoming even stiffer! The new, 
adjustable double footstrap configura¬ 
tion permits precise tuning. This is the 
ultimate light- to medium-wind slalom 
board that sets the standards for the rest 
of the pack. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.0. 

Tania Hendrick: The first thing you no¬ 
tice about this board is that it’s very light 
and quick to plane. I also think it is fast, 
and it makes nice 
jibes, but they tend 
to get away from 
you if you don’t pay 
attention. It is a big 
board, and very for¬ 
giving. Intermedi¬ 
ates could have fun 
on this board. The 
deck has a really 
nice feel to it. There 
is a ridge you can 
press against and 
just motor upwind. 

It also has a good 
feel going over 
chop. I think it goes 
jpwind well, but 
/ou really need to 
be powered. It is 
definitely raceable, but it is controllable 

• and fun also. Even though it isn’t too 

• loose, I liked it a lot. 

Tina Baylis: I found the Fanatic a nice, 

• forgiving board. It is really stable and 

• feels rigid and stiff. It has a fairly big 
' feeling, but it still is a pretty fun board. It 

• seems to be fast, and stays up on a plane 

• pretty well. I didn’t find it the easiest 

• board to turn. It is pretty beamy, and 

• seems to stick on the tight jibes. How- 

• ever, it goes upwind very well, and has a 

• nice clean feel going over chop. One 
' problem is that the straps are hard to 
‘ adjust, but overall, I like this board. 

’ Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom- 

• mended sail range: 4.7 to 6.4. 

’ Jerry Percival: This board has very 
‘ sharp and responsive rail-to-rai! perform- 

• ance. It is smooth in jibes, but not ex- 

• tremely stable. I think it is responsive and ' 

• very lively. It accelerates well out of jibes. ' 

• Top-end speed is good, and the board 1 

• has a good snappy feel through the chop. ■ 

• It doesn't shake, vibrate, or twang—it just * 

• motors right through. In a straight line, the * 

• board feels a little uncertain, but it is loose ' 

• and responsive. I think it could be raced, 

• but you’d need to spend a lot of time * 

• getting the looseness wired. It would be • 

• good for the recreational sailor because it * 

■ feels pretty good all around. 

’ Tem Berkstresser: This board has a * 
good, tight, responsive feel to it. Speed • 
jibes on the Bee are fun, especially in a 

mid to long arc. It is easy to come out of • 


FANATIC 
ULTRA BEE 



jibes with speed. This board is very 
' stable, and easy to tack and uphaul. The 
' deck feels good—it might be a little slick, 
' but it’s not at all abrasive. The Bee planes 
' early, and goes through lulls well. It feels 
' fairly loose for such a big board, and 
' jumps well for its size. It is light and stiff, 

' so it snaps out of the water. I think this 
would be a good intermediate board as 
well as a raceable board. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.5. 

Trevor Baylis: The Ultra Bee seems 
fairly fast, but is quirky in the turns. In flat 
water I could jibe it super-sweet, but in 
chop, or at high speeds, it doesn't want to 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'4 
Width: 21.5* 

Volume: 120.90 liters 
Weight: 19.03 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 227.55 pounds 
Salt: 234.00 pounds 
Stiffness: 115.51 pounds for 3/8* 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 6,578.13 psi. 0/s- 
placement: .95' 

Construction: Fanatic Ultra Carbon-light 
EPS foam core, unidirectional glass fiber 
cloth, multi-axial glass fiber material with 
carbon reinforcement, Fanatic compound 
resin, polycarbonate outer skin 
Bottom Shape: Single concave nose tn- 
concave midsection paring to a siignt 
double-v tail 

Warranty: One year limited 

Price: $1,295 


perform. Jibes are not the strong point of 
this board. It goes upwind well and feels 
really comfortable downwind—as if it's 
skimming on top of the water dampening 
chop. It is quick to plane, and acceler¬ 
ates well, and even feels relatively stable 
The deck feels good, but the front strap 
positioning was uncomfortable. This is 
definitely a performance board, but I 
don't think it is especially fun because it 
feels dampened when wound, and is 
squirrely in the turns. 

Pat Dougherty: I think this board is pretty 
fast. It gets up on the water and just ' 
keeps on going. The strap positioning ' 
might be too far ' 
back for the recrea- ' 
tional sailor; I’d ' 
come right off a ' 
plane when jibing if ' 
I didn't do all the ' 
steps exactly right. ' 
Don't get me ' 
wrong; it turns well. * 
it's just unforgiving. ' 
The double-wide " 
straps in the tail are ' 
too wide to be that ' 
far back. My heel ' 
was hanging in the ' 
water. Other than * 
that, I had fun on ' 
this board because ' 

_ it was challenging * 

oarbeluones to make it turn well, ' 

and it is raceable in the production class. ' 

• SUMMARY: 

This is the second year for this Ultra ' 
Bee shape, but some modifications have ' 
been made. Most important, its weight is ' 
down a few pounds, which makes this ' 
year's model feel loose and squirrely to ' 
some of the testers. More aptly, it's re- ' 

‘ sponsive. 

We sailed this board with the foot- ' 

' straps in the aft position for the most part, • 

' and found its speed excellent, but with • 

' the straps forward, the Bee becomes a * 

' slightly different insect. It is more control- • 

' lable, and it’s easier to do smooth jibes, • 

' but it is also noticeably slower. We like * 

' this board because it is so versatile, both • 

' for conditions and ability levels. This * 
board has excellent stability for begin- • 

ners, and also offers performance for the • 

advanced sailor. 

Another impressive feature is the • 
construction. While it's among the light- • 
est boards, it is also the second toughest • 
in impact resistance, and third stiffest. Its • 
volume-to-weight ratio is excellent. It • 
seems this board will be durable as well • 
as functional. Six thumbs up. 

BEST FEATURES: 

Overall sailability 
Versatility 
Construction 
WORST FEATURES: 

None 


WINDRIDER '• 






















MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Hawaii Freestyle 92 is our answer 
to the all-around slalom boards. Its con¬ 
cave bottom planes quickiy, and its rails 
are full yet tucked under for smooth jib¬ 
ing. The main thing is the foil of the board; 
it can be felt in the side. It sails very 
smoothly even in higher winds, it’s built to 
last, and it’s very stiff. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 7 0. 

Tania Hendrick: This board’s okay, but 
it is a little too heavy to stay up on a plane 
through lulls. I found it easy to jibe, and 
I could do wide- 


HAWAII 

FREESTYLE 

92 


radius or short-ra¬ 
dius turns. Tacking 
is really tricky, 
though. The nose 
is really pulled in, 
so there isn't much 
volume up there. 

Overall, nothing is 
remarkable about 
the 92, but it is a 
good recreational 
board. Jibes are 
not catchy at all, it is 
fairly quick to 
plane, and it seems 
very durable. 

Tina Baylis: This 
board is an aver¬ 
age performer. It is 
fairly heavy and seems big for a 9'2". It is 
sluggish, but it doesn't hold you back. It 
just doesn't respond with any life. It is 
forgiving, and someone could learn to do 
anything he wants on this board, but you 
need a lot of wind to start having fun on it. 

I don’t think it’s designed for a smaller 
person because it’s a big board, but it 
needs wind. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6.4. 

Jerry Percival: This board does every¬ 
thing you want.it to, but not in the most 
exciting way. It’s a smooth jiber, and cuts 
a nice track through the water, but it isn’t 
really responsive. It just floated into jibes, 
but tends to come off a plane too easily on 
the exit. The board has a good feel to it, 
though, and can go rail to rail fairly 
smoothly, but it just never gets up to 
speed. Its nose lacks volume, so it's 
pretty difficult to carry anything bigger 
than a 6.4m2. The strap placement is 
good, and the deck texture is extra 
rough. Nothing is really too special about 
this board, though. 

Tem Berkstresser: The 92 is stable and 
smooth when on a plane but it needs a bit 
of wind to get up there. It will get planing, 
but does it in its own sweet time. This 
board feels like a custom polyester 
board. It is somewhat slow, but has a 
good solid feel to it. The nose is really 
, ‘gunny ,, and makes it hard to tack. Most 
of the volume flows from the mid to aft 
section. Rail t0 rai l transitions are 
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smooth, but slow, and it goes upwind well 
on a moderate plane. It is a decent 
recreational board since it is such a 
smooth jiber, but it is not an exciting 
board. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6.0. 

Trevor Baylis: This is a predictable 
board. You hop on it and go sailing. As 
a slalom board, its jibing and speeds are 
predictable, but it doesn’t light any fires. 
Its stability is okay, but the deck is very 
rough. In chop, this board’s tucked rails 
make it super comfortable. For an inter¬ 
mediate sailor in high winds, this could be 
a very good board. It isn’t really raceable 
because it lacks overall speed and accel¬ 
eration, but it's not a bad board in any 
way. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9’2* 

Width: 22.25* 

Volume: 107.15 liters 

Weight: 21.12 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 215.15 pounds 

Salt: 221.60 pounds 

Stiffness: 104.72 pounds for 3/8* 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 2,833.14 psi. 
Displacement: .52* 

Construction: Polyurethane foam core, 

molded honeycomb skin; polyester 

glass, and resin 

Bottom Shape: Quad-slalom 

Warranty: 90 days 

Price: $985 


Pat Dougherty: This board is kind of 
slow in general. It felt as though I’d hit a 
wall and never get going any faster. 
Upwind it’s okay, and it’s stable in chop, 
but it is slow to come around on tacks. I 
think this board is kind of dull—it feels 
sticky in the water. I could come into a 
turn and just roost on the rail and it 
wouldn't do much of anything except 
come around in a slow predictable man¬ 
ner. You can cruise this board through 
the bumps pretty well, but that’s about it. 
SUMMARY: 

Hawaii Freestyle is one of the compa¬ 
nies in this year's tests that has been pro¬ 
ducing quality cus¬ 
tom sailboards for ' 
years, and is now 
breaking into the ' 
production market. ' 
Unfortunately, the ’ 
Hawaii Freestyle * 
92 is suffering from * 
the same problem * 
many other first- ’ 
year production * 
boards have: good * 
shape, question- * 
able construction. 

We all though 
the shape of th’r 
board was func 
tional, predictable 
and potentially fun. 
oarrell jones It has a clean re- 
’ lease, gets planing fairly early, and is fun 

* to turn. However, this board lacks the 

* speed and zest necessary to get us 

* excited. This, undoubtedly, is due to its 

* relatively high weight and low volume. 

* Weight can be tolerated if it provides 
‘ additional stiffness or impact resistance, 

* but the Hawaii Freestyle receives low 

* marks in both categories. 

We recommend this board for recrea- 

* tional intermediates because it sails well 

* enough for someone who is not perform- 

* ance-oriented, but this board will proba- 

* bly not please the sailor looking to win 

* drag races against his friends. On a more 

* promising note, we linked part of the 

* speed problem to the slotted fin provided 

* with the board. One thumb up, three 
■ neutral, and two thumbs down. 

* BEST FEATURES: 

* Rail-to-rail performance 

* Predictability 

* WORST FEATURES: 

* Low overall performance 

* Overly harsh non-skid 
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* MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Hi-Tech 93 is a result of an exten- 
’ sive R & D effort that combined the exper¬ 
tise of top World Cup riders and Craig 

* Maisonville’s ability as one of the world’s 
leading custom board designers. Its 

* quad-concave bottom shape gives it 
’ exceptional responsiveness and pro- 

* vides extremely quick acceleration and 
predictable jibing qualities at all speeds. 

* The 93’s rocker line has been tested in a 
wide variety of conditions and offers un¬ 
limited top speed, since the wetted sur¬ 
face is minimized. Pound per pound, the 

* performance of the Hi-Tech 93 makes it 
the best value on 
the market today. 

* TESTERS’ 

* COMMENTS: 

* Weight: 105 to 125 
pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 

; 4.7 to 6.0. 

' Tania Hendrick: I 

* think this board 

* jibes really nicely, 
and when it's pow¬ 
ered, it is good and 
fast, but when it is 
notuponaplane.it 
is amazingly unre¬ 
sponsive, making it 
hard for a beginner 
to sail. It has a 

ubtle rocker line 
at keeps it going well through lulls and * 
akes it fast off the wind, but it really * 
;eds to be powered. On a pure down- * 
ind slalom course, this board would be ’ 
competitive. 

TinaBaylis: I feel this board is fairly fast, ' 

* jibes well, and is fun and light, but it ’ 

* seems to lag a bit getting up on a plane. * 
Other than that, it is a responsive board ' 

* that feels much smaller than it is. The Hi- • 
Tech is not a board for a beginner be- * 

‘ cause you have to work to get up on a * 
plane, and it doesn't seem to be very * 
good upwind. It doesn't accelerate too * 
well, but it’s "surfy" and maneuverable * 
when powered. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom- * 
mended sail range: 4.6 to 6.6. 

Jerry Percival: I think this board is pretty ' 
sweet. I could accelerate out of jibes, and • 
the board is so forgiving that I could do ‘ 
almost any kind of turn and still come out ’ 
planing. It has everything or more than • 
you could want out of a racing slalom * 
board. It is really good in the jibes, it gets • 
up on a plane without any problem, and * 
it’s fast. It has a wide sail range, and my " 
6.4 really felt comfortable on it. I think it's * 
a great board. 

Tem Berkstresser: Quick to plane, ’ 
super stable, and so controllable, the Hi¬ 
Tech 93 is a high-performance board that 
is good for anyone from a beginner on up. 
Even though it has the stability of a big 
board, it has the maneuverability of an • 
8'6\ It is really easy to jibe, and has ' 


HI-TECH 

93 


incredible acceleration. I could sheet in 
and go faster and faster. The deck is 
comfortable, but the non-skid could be 
better. I like the way the volume flows 
through this board, and the rocker line is 
nice and subtle. This is a raceable board 
all the way. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6.6. 

Trevor Baylis: When this board is pow¬ 
ered up, it does everything so well. It is a 
very raceable board, but not the most 
forgiving on the turns. You have to jibe 
correctly, but when you don’t pussyfoot 
through the turn, you can just send it with 
no worries. It’s fast and it goes well 
through lulls. The tail is pretty thin, so it 
must be powered to perform, but all in all, 
this is a great, race-bred package. The 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'3‘ 

Width: 22.5’ 

Volume: 110.27 liters 
Weight: 17.54 pounds 
Buoyant Force: Fresh: 225.61 pounds 
Salt: 232.39 pounds 
Stiffness: 96.01 pounds for 3/8‘ 
deflection . 

Impact Resistance: 3,825.90 psi. Dis¬ 
placement: .93’ 

Construction: Multi-density foam core 
w/outer layer of high-density PVC foam, 
S2 laminate vacuum-bagged epoxy 
Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Warranty: One season 
Price: $925 


93 should be fun for any planing sailor. It 
is a stellar performer in its class. 

Pat Dougherty: Speed is excellent, 
jibes are excellent, stability is good, it’s 
good upwind, it rides great in chop, its 
general feel is excellent, it has an excel¬ 
lent fun factor—I'd race this board in a 
heartbeat. | was super-happy with this 
board. It jumped on a plane fast and was 
rewarding on the jibes. It has such a 
good ride I could shut my eyes, grin, and 
justmotor. Itwassweet. Jibing in smooth 
water was as easy as skiing in hero snow. 

I highly recommend this board. It is a 
complete package. 

SUMMARY: 

Hi-Tech—the 
name exudes per¬ 
formance, and we 
all know the capa¬ 
bilities of the cus¬ 
tom boards pro¬ 
duced by the com¬ 
pany. However, 
we went into the 
testing of this 
board with an open 
mind, without 
being influenced 
by the reputation. 
But after riding this 
new production 
model, we are defi¬ 
nitely impressed. 
darrelljones This is the light¬ 

est board in the test by over a pound, and 
its light weight aided its high perform¬ 
ance, but the shape is a refined, proven 
winner. There is nothing this board 
doesn't do well. At all weights, in all 
planing conditions, the board excels. Hi¬ 
Tech supplied our board with a remark¬ 
able Naish-style template Curtis fin, but 
we also used other skegs on the board 
and it performed well regardless. 

All the testers remarked on the 
board's comfortable, predictable ride, 
and how easy the board is to sail. How¬ 
ever, the board is not too stiff, and for a 
performance board, it doesn’t have ex¬ 
ceptional ding resistance. After a couple 
of weeks of hard sailing, the board was 
showing heel dents, but it’s so fun to sail, 
it received about a year’s worth of water 
time in the two weeks of testing. It was 
hard to put down. Six thumbs up. 

BEST FEATURES: 

Overall performance 
Jibing ability 
Comfortable ride 
WORST FEATURES: 

None 


WINDRIDER ' 



















Join Us in Miami For 


! 




The Third Annual Mistral Midwlntei 
Masters ChamDionshiD Regatta 


fff 

mistral 


March 17,18,19 1989 at the Miami Yacht Club 

1001 MacArthur Causeway Miami, FI 33132 
(305) 377-9877 


windsurfing 


Just Like You. 

We Keep Getting Better. 



Every sailor, pre-registered or not, MUST check-in at the 
registration desk Saturday 3-18-89. 


J oin us for our third year of one of the country's most 
successful regattas open to all sailors over 30 years. 
Brought to you by Windsurfing by Mail, Mistral Sailboards, 
and the Miami Yacht Club. It promises to be a weekend of fun, 
yet competitive sailing in the protected waters of Biscayne Bay. 
Racing will be in Mistral Superlight One-Design or Open Class. 
A limited number of charter Superlights will be available. 
Seperate scoring and trophies for five different age groups. 

Entry fee; $25.00 ($30.00 the day of the race) Includes T- 
shirt, party with music, one lunch, trophies, two days of good 
racing, FREE BEER at trophy presentation, and lots of fun. 
MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO THE MIAMI 
YACHT CLUB. 

Charter fee; $50.00 (plus a credit card deposit) for use of a 
New Superlight Friday through Sunday. Call 1-800-843-7873 
now to reserve yours. 



For more race information contact the Miami Yacht Club 
(305) 377-9877. For charter information contact Windsurfing by 
Mail 1-800-843-7878. For lodging information contact either 
W.B.M. or M.Y.C. 


r--1 

ENTRY FORM 

I Sailor_Birth Date_/_/_ 

j Address _ 

| City _State _Zip- 

J Phone #(_)_ 

| □ Open DOne-Design 

I Fleet _Sail Number _ 


□ Check Enclosed 
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fice a little top-end speed, but it has 
incredible jibing ability. If you want to do 
hero jibes in flat water, this is the board 
Short- or long-radius—you name it and 
this board does it It is small, but it keeps 
planing out of a jibe easily, and it is a very 
smooth accelerator. You never really feel 
as though you're screaming, although it 
has good speed, but it really gets on a 
plane gracefully I wouldn’t want to sail it 
with anything bigger than a 6 0, but for a 
short figure-eight or a surf slalom, the 
Screamer is perfect. It inspires confi¬ 
dence in the corners, and I think it is tons 
of fun. 

Pat Dougherty: I 

think this board has 
great speed. You 
go into rough water 
and it is fast, and in 
smooth water, it is 
hero material. I 
actually thought its 
speed outweighed 
its jibes, although it 
was very fun to turn. 
It handles the chop 
very well. It has 
narrow hips, so it is 
a good high-wind 
performer. For its 
size, it seems to 
plane well, but I 
think it is a little too 
darrell jones narrow for slalom 


’ MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Screamer is designed for the in- 

* termediate to expert shortboard sailor. 
It’s available in LCS (15 to 17 pounds) or 

* DCS (18 to 20 pounds) and is surprisingly 
easy to handle despite its high perform¬ 
ance characteristics. The bottom shape 
comes off the famous Naish drawing 
board and was refined through use on the 

* 1988 PBA World Tour. 

* TESTERS' COMMENTS: 

* Weight: 105 to 125 pounds: Recom- 
’ mended sail range: 4.0 to 5.7. 

* Tania Hendrick: This board is a raging 
’ jiber. You could just hit the inside rail, turn 

* all the way around, 

’ and sheet in again. 

It is also quick to get 
’ up, and fast when 
powered. I espe- 

* cially liked this 
' board in a lot of 
' wind. It goes up- 
' wind very well, and 

* has a good feel in 
' chop. Everything is 

* nice about this 
’ board. It's easy to 

* race, but it is also 
’ fun. It slides 

* through lulls pretty 
' well, too. It’s a 
’ gas—one of the 
' boards I wanted to 
' free-sail on most. 


MISTRAL 

SCREAMER 


‘ Sailing this board is like a ride on a fun " lable. You could change your arc mid- • 
’ rollercoaster. ’ jibe to easily take someone on the inside • 

Tina Baylis: This is one of the “surfiest" ' a mar ^ ar| d still maintain speed. The 
slalom boards. The rails are really ' better you are, the more you will appreci- • 
tucked, allowing it to make great jibes— ‘ ate jibing this board. It has excellent • 
light or drawn out. It responds really well ' response to rider input. Even though it is • 
io foot pressure, which makes it really ' not super fast getting up on a plane, it can • 
easy to jibe. Someone could pick up this • really coast through lulls. This board has • 

• board and jibe like a star. It even accel- • a really good, stiff, tight, responsive feel • 

• erates out of the jibes. I didn’t think this ’ through chop. Top-end speed is not • 

’ board was particularly quick to plane. It * ultra-fast, but it’s respectable. I think this • 
’ feels only moderately fast, too. The • is a great high-performance board that • 
’ Screamer is very forgiving through chop * would be best in a production jibe-slalom • 
’ and it is a very good board for someone ’ race. It is lots of fun. . • 

• my size. ’ Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom- • 

’ Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom- ’ mended sail range: 4.0 to 6.0. 

• mended sail range: 4.5 to 5.7. ’ Trevor Baylis: This is the high-perform- • 

' Jerry Percival: What an all-around fan- ' ance slalom racing board. It may sacri- 

’ tastic board! It has competitive qualities ’ ' 

• and has a really responsive feel for rec- • 

• reational sailors as well. You can maneu- ’ 

• ver this board onto a plane easily even * 

• though it is not too buoyant. This board ’ 

• jibes on a dime, and has a real nice top- * 

• end speed as well as a snappy feeling off • 

• chop. It is solid, yet light-feeling. The * 

• straps were comfortable, but the deck is • 

• a little slick. It accelerates nicely out of ’ 

• jibes, and planes easily through lulls if • 

• you bounce the board. It has a great • 

• feeling, and I believe it will motivate inter- • 

• mediate sailors to improve. You can pull 

• out of jibes like you're on a string. 

' Tern Berkstresser: Jibes on this board 

• are incredible. It was a bit loose in the 

• most critical point, but it is ultra-control- ’ 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9' 1.5’ 

Width: 22.4- 

Volume: 104.6 liters 

Weight: 19.62 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 211.1 pounds 

Salt: 217.45 pounds 

Stiffness: 110.3 pounds for 3/8- 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 5,824 psi. 
Displacement: .62" 

Construction: LCS: (carbon fiber, uni and . 
bias fiberglass laminates and vacuum- . 
formed ASA-molded skin) 

Bottom Shape: Double concave 
w/Ophihi dent 
Warranty: One year 
Price: LCS (w/straps & fin) $1,295; 

DCS (w/footstraps & fin) $995 | ' 


racing. It does have good stability, so I 
think an intermediate could really learn 
and progress on this board, and not grow 
out of it. This is a board a pro could 
appreciate. 

SUMMARY: 

One jibe on this board and you're 
sold—at least we were. Throughout the 
weight range of our testers, everyone 
loved turning this board. We found it fast 
as well. The shape,is pure Naish. The 
rails are pinched and rolled, and there is 
even an Ophihi “speed" dent. While the 
dent provided no special feeling, the 
rocker line is dialed in. 

The board is narrow, and fairly low in 
volume, but we found it got up on a plane 
with relative ease. Mistral provided our 
board with a molded plastic fin, as well as 
a nice swept-back, Naish-outline glass 
fin, which immensely improves the 
board's performance over the plastic fin. 

Construction of the hull itself seems 
fairly impressive. The impact resistance 
is way up there, and it seems to have the 
right stiffness to provide a comfortable 
ride for all-level sailors. We know this 
board is raceable, and it is easy to recom¬ 
mend it. Anyone who likes to go fast and 
turn incredibly well should look into the 
Screamer. Six thumbs up. 

BEST FEATURES: 

Overall performance 
Jibing ability 
WORST FEATURES: 

None 
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MANUFACTURER S COMMENTS: 

This is Ed Angulo’s classic medium- 
to light-air slalom design, created after 
extensive R & D in the Kanaha Slalom Se¬ 
ries on Maui. This 13-inch rounded pin is 
designed for racing. The rocker has been 
set up for reasonably early planing, but 
the primary emphasis is on control and 
top-end speed This board is designed to 
carve tight jibes and wide jibes smoothly 
and without bouncing. Bottom contours 
are a very subtle quad-concave Rails 
are full and tucked in the front for easy 
handling in rough water The Ultra series 
features the “Vari-strap system,” which 
allows a sailor to 
completely custom¬ 
ize the footstrap po¬ 
sitioning. 

TESTERS’ 

COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 
pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 

4.0 to 5.5. 

Tania Hendrick: 

This board is fast, 
but not incredible. It 
is very controllable, 
though, for some¬ 
one my size. I could 
easily keep this 
board under me 
and control the 
jibes. I didn’t find it 
at all difficult to jibe, but it isn’t too good 
going upwind. The deck is super com¬ 
fortable, and the hull in general has a 
quick and responsive feel to it. I’d say this 
board might be a little small for an inter¬ 
mediate, but at my size, this is a competi¬ 
tive raceable production board. 
TinaBaylis: Great board! It jibes really 
nicely, and accelerates well. It has a 
good, smooth slalom feel about it, and it 
seems fast. In chop, the board holds well, 
and on jibes, you could get it to turn both 
tightly or in a wide arc. Overall, it jibes 
really smooth. I think this board is race- 
ready, especially in spotty 4.7 and up 
conditions. It has a good stiff feel on the 
water, and is small enough to suit some¬ 
one of my size. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.4. 

Jerry Percival: This board is light and 
lively. For a nine-footer, it is not very 
stable, though. I felt it had a “roily” bot¬ 
tom. This made it snappy and easy to 
jibe, but it was almost too squirrely and 
hard to control. This made it difficult to 
keep flat and maintain the board's high 
top-end speed. The board has lots of 
bottom curve, which gives it a responsive 
feel when planing, but I found it hard to 
maintain a plane through lulls. The con¬ 
struction of this board feels particularly 

' good. It doesn’t vibrate over chop al- 

' though the bottom does pound the chop 

■ some. Its light weight and fairly wide tail 

■ make it great for chop hops. I feel this 
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board has potential for racing, but I rec¬ 
ommend it for a performance funboard. 
Tem Berkstresser: I found this board 
easy to get on a plane with just a little 
pumping, but it is hard to keep locked into 
the groove. Once planing, this board is 
somewhat roily. It keeps wanting to go 
onto the windward or leeward rail. It is fast 
when powered, and it jibes extremely well 
except coming out of the turn, where it is 
hard to keep up speed. For its size, it is 
stable to tack and uphaul, the deck is fine, 
the straps are good, and it goes upwind 
well. Its general feel is responsive, but 
kind of temperamental. It is a fun, race- 
able board, but it is very responsive, so it 
takes a good sailor to control it. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 5.9. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9’ 

Width: 21.75- 

Volume: 114.28 liters 

Weight: 18.48 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 220.95 pounds 

Salt: 227.58 pounds 

Stiffness: 112.28 pounds for 3/8' 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 2,011.28 psi. 
Displacement: .75' 

Construction: PVC sheet foam/epoxy 
glass sandwich skin; virgin bead styrene 
core 

Bottom Shape: Quad-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,115 


Trevor Baylis: The Seatrend 90 is defi¬ 
nitely very raceable. When you concen¬ 
trate, jibes are ripping. It’s fast off the 
wind and upwind, and generally a great 
board on all points of sail. It is pretty small * 
for an all-around slalom board, but in the ’ 
right conditions, around 5.0, it excels. It * 
planes early for its size, glides through ' 
the lulls well, and has good acceleration, " 
but what I liked most about this board is " 
that it rewards you when you do some¬ 
thing right. 

Pat Dougherty: The speed of this board 
is excellent. You could really get up good * 
speed and get a nice high performance ' 
jibe out of the 
board. I think the * 
board is stable, but " 
it is unforgiving. * 
You need to con- ’ 
centrate to get all * 
the high perform- * 
ance capability ' 
this board has to " 
offer. One big " 
problem with all * 
Seatrends is that * 
their front inserts * 
are set too narrow * 
for my size 12 feet. " 
Even though the ’ 
strap’s positions ’ 
are adjustable, to ' 
keep the proper ' 
Darrell jones angle, you can't ’ 

’ get your feet in. This board is fairly * 

• poundy in the chop, and has a rough ride, * 

• but it is great for all-around high-perform- * 
‘ ance fun or racing. 

' SUMMARY: 

Seatrend has produced this board in * 

• a new technology called Ultra, and it is a * 

• suitable name. The Angulo-shaped 90 is * 

• fast, responsive, and, according to the ‘ 
’ group, very raceable in windy conditions. ‘ 

• This board is small enough that the light- ’ 
’ weights could easily control it, yet it had * 

• good planing ability, so all the testers ' 

• could sail it easily in moderate winds. 

In addition to being suitable for a wide ’ 

• range of sailors, this board has Randy ' 

• French-designed adjustable footstrap 
‘ inserts, which we found great for fine- 

• tuning the strap set-up for individual 

• needs. Aesthetically, this board has a 

• smooth look to it. The rails are not ultra- 

• hard, so the board is somewhat forgiving, 

• and since it is small and fast, we think it 

• would make an excellent “bump and 

• jump" board in moderate winds. For its 

• thickness, the 90 is very stiff, making it 

• pound through the chop, but overall, we 

• were very impressed with this board’s 

• performance. Six thumbs up. 

• BEST FEATURES: 

• Speed 

• Acceleration 

• Responsiveness 

• WORST FEATURE: 

• Impact resistance 
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• MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Tiga 280 is a near-perfect blend 
‘ of speed, maneuverability, durability, 

' and value. It is fast, easy to sail and jibe, 

' and is built with the proven Microlite 
' method, providing excellent definition in 
‘ the rails and concaves. Aluminum boxes 
' top and bottom, a carbon-reinforced 
' window fin, and a superb mast foot/deck 
' fitting are all included in the package. 

' TESTERS’COMMENTS: 

' Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6.0. 

' Tania Hendrick: This board is heavy, but 
' it feels super-compact, is quick, and, 
boy, is it fun to jibe! 

This is a great 
board for having 
fun on a "jibey” sla- 
' lorn course. It is 
quick off the wind 
’ with its pronounced 
' triple-concave and 
' subtle rocker line, 

' and fun from rail to 
‘ rail. This great rec- 
' reational board is 
' easy to tack, pretty 

• stable, and buoy- 
' ant. I think this 

• board would even 
■ be good in small 
’ waves and light air. 

• It is great for getting 
’ up on a plane, but 
’ its speed tops out quickly. The only dis- 

• advantage I found in this board is its 
weight. 

TinaBaylis: I like this board. It handles 
well in any kind of jibe, although it is a little 
sluggish to respond to foot pressure. It 
' doesn’t want to track or go upwind too 
' well, but on broad reaching it is very 

• good. This board has a bigger feeling to 
' it, but it is still set up well for someone of 
’ my size. I feel this board is an especially 
’ good, fun board for someone who wants 

• to learn or improve her jibes. 

' Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom- 

• mended sail range: 4.5 to 5.0. 

• Jerry Percival: This is a good recrea- 

• tional slalom board with one condition: 

• you need to wear booties. The non-skid 

• on our test board didn't quite make it. The 

• slick deck aside, the board is fun and 

• smooth to jibe, and is stable when locked 

• into a reach. I like the way its fin turns, but 

• I felt the board's top-end speed was lim- 

• ited by its weight and lack of stiffness. In 

• chop, this board really doesn’t do any- 

• thing wonderful. There’s not much scoop 
’ in the nose, and the board flexed, which 
’ diminished the 280's performance. This 

• is a comfortable board, but improving the 

• deck texture is a must. 

' Tern Berkstresser: I liked the way this 

• board comes out of jibes. It is very stable 

■ and smooth, so when coming out of the 
’ turns, planing was fun. Its speed is fair, 

■ but it definitely doesn't glide through 

■ chop. I could feel vibrations through the 
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board. I found this board to have plenty 
of volume, which provides good stability. 
It’s super easy to uphaul, and is a good 
size for someone just moving onto 
shortboards. As for the general feel, 
nothing really stands out on this board 
other than its smoothness when jibing. 
It's a fun board to push into turns, and I 
recommend it as long as the non-skid is 
upgraded. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.0. 

Trevor Baylis: The Tiga 280 doesn’t 
really feel like a speed machine, but it is 
comfortable to sail and fun to jibe—espe¬ 
cially in flat water. Once you get this 
board wired it does some really cool 
jibes. Its only bad feature is that it is not 
especially fast upwind. It has lots of 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 92" 

Width: 23" 

Volume: 121.20 liters 

Weight: 21.40 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 245.84 pounds 

Salt: 253.21 pounds 

Stiffness: 43.92 pounds for 3/8" 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 4,653.98 psi. 
Displacement: 1.19" 

Construction: Microlite XS: polypro- 
plyene with PU core. 

Bottom Shape: Tri-concave with spoon 

pffprt 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $599 


volume, so it is easy to uphaul, and it’s 
very comfortable to sail in a straight line, 
so it should make an excellent recrea¬ 
tional performance board. The window 
fin was good in the turns, but I think the 
board might be really quick with a differ¬ 
ent fin. This is a good sized board for 
slalom sailing. 

Pat Dougherty: Once you get the 280 
wound up, it is surprisingly fast, consider¬ 
ing the fin. Jibes are incredible; it is very 
easy to initiate carving jibes on this board, 
and it’s ultimate for jibe training. It re¬ 
quires very little foot steering—the board 
carves very well. It is only fair going 
upwind, but it gets 
through bumps 
with no problem 
and is fun to chop 
hop. When pow¬ 
ered, this is a lively, 
fun board. It is 
stable and re¬ 
ceives a resound¬ 
ing "yes" as a high- 
performance rec¬ 
reational board. 
SUMMARY: 

Unanimously, 
we found this to be 
a great board to 
jibe on. The shape 
is a direct copy of 
Tiga’s World Cup 
slalom boards of 
last year. If it were produced in an epoxy 
technology, we have no doubt that it 
would be a competitive racing board, but 
since it has a Microlite construction, it is 
just a high-performance recreational 
board. 

In flat water, this board is very com¬ 
fortable to sail. We found it both stable at 
rest and loose while sailing, which makes 
it an excellent board for a beginning to 
intermediate shortboarder learning jibes. 
In chop, its flexibility really showed, and 
actually made this board a little less en¬ 
joyable. However, the bottom shape 
helped it really cruise over the chop. 

We liked the Tiga window fin that ac¬ 
companied the board, but feel it may 
perform even better with a more upwind- 
oriented design. The 280 is a very tough 
board. Its impact resistance is high, and 
the elasticity of its skin is the best in the 
tests. This board is virtually indestruc¬ 
tible. The weight is a little high, and the 
deck on our test board was very slippery, 
but the board’s performance level is still 
high, and we think the 280 would be a fun 
board for any sailor. Six thumbs up. 
BEST FEATURES: 

Jibing 
Durability 
WORST FEATURES: 

Slick deck 
Weight 


WINDRIDER 
















MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

This 9’3" slalom has taken six years to 
evolve. With no gimmicks, it’s purely 
functional. This model has been further 
improved over last year's; in particular, it 
planes earlier and jibes well in rough 
water. This board is a totally competitive 
slalom machine. If you want one board for 
all occasions, this is it. 

TESTERS’ COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.0. 

Tania Hendrick: I thought this board was 
incredibly fast. It flies off the wind and is 
a gas to jibe. It cranks jibes, and stays on 
a plane without a lot 
of work. Its bottom 
has lots of vee, so it 
is a little tippy, but I 
didn’t have any 
problem tacking or 
uphauling it. The 
only problem was 
that the straps did 
not tighten onto my 
feet. Other than 
that, the non-skid is 
good, and the rad 
pads felt good. It 
goes upwind well if 
you drive the board 
hard off your back 
foot. I would be 
tempted to use this 
board in a produc¬ 
tion race. I wouldn’t consider it a begin- 
' ner or intermediate board, though, be- 
' cause you really have to commit to the 
jibes. I like this board a lot. 

Tina Baylis: This board feels fairly lively 
and jibes well. The rails are sharp without 
any tuck, so you have to keep driving it on 
jibes or it tends to pop out of the turn. It 
isn’t very predictable in that respect. I 
would say it is fairly fast, and planes up 
fairly quickly, but it doesn't feel as though 
it carries speed through turns too well. 
The straps are well placed and comfort¬ 
able, but I had a little trouble with the 
deck’s being so flat. This is a board for an 
advanced sailor. 

Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 4.5 to 6.4. 

Jerry Percival: I had a really good time 
on this board. It offers fluid rail-to-rail 
performance, and is really fast. I could 
push the board and it would respond. At 
high speeds, it is very stable, and jibes 
are really smooth, with no bouncing or 
squirming. It is especially stable through 
a medium-arc jibe. I think it has super 
acceleration. A few pumps and you can 
get up and go. Upwind, this board is 
really good, and it is a lot of fun in chop. 
The "Feetbelts" loosened up throughout 
the time I spent on the board, but I think 
this is a really fun board that offers pre¬ 
dictably high performance. 

Tem Berkstresser: My first impression 
of this board is that it's a performance 
board. It makes smooth rail-to-rail transi- 
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tions and has good speed. It can handle 
any jibe pretty well, and is fairly stable. I 
found it to be smooth in chop, and the 
construction has a good, tight feel. It is a 
little hard to dial into, as it is responsive 
and “roily,” but it is a smooth board once 
you get it wired. I thought it was only fair 
going through lulls, but overall, it is a 
great all-around performer that would be 
a good raceboard in amateur divisions. 
Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 5.0 to 6.5. 

Trevor Baylis: I found this board jarring. 
It has no rail rocker in the middle; it s 
perfectly straight, so you have to force it 
through a ride. If you do anything wrong, 
it is unsteady, and doesn't follow through 
in the turns. It gets up on a plane pretty 
quick, and does everything pretty well 
except high-speed jibes. I don’t think this 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 93.5’ 

Width: 22.75’ 

Volume: 113.3 liters 

Weight: 20.9 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 228.9 pounds 

Salt: 235.8 pounds 

Stiffness: 129.8 pounds for 3/8' deflection 
Impact Resistance: 4,021 psi. Displace - 
ment: .69" 

Construction: Double sandwich EPS 
foam with 6mm Divinycell epoxy skin 
Bottom Shape: Panel V with double con¬ 
cave center section 

Warranty: One year 
Price 


board is especially fun because it is 
bouncy in a straight line, and unforgiving 
in the corners. It seems okay upwind, and 
feels pretty fast, but because of its turning 
ability, I would not want to race this board. 
Pat Dougherty: This board makes you 
feel as though you are going faster than 
you actually are. It has a bone-jarring ride 
that gives the illusion of blazing speed. It 
feels pretty fast, but is not stellar, and the 
pounding ride in chop wears you out. 
Jibes are good, especially in flat water, 
but the board is unforgiving because it is 
so stiff. It feels relatively light, and I 
thought it got up on a plane pretty well. It 
is definitely a high- 
performance 
board, but it 
doesn't have the 
nicest ride in the 
world. I think in the 
right conditions, 
like flat water, it is a 
competitive, race- 
able board. 
SUMMARY: 
Windsurfing Ha¬ 
waii, in its second 
year of producing 
boards for the US, 
has redesigned 
last year’s im¬ 
mensely popular 
93 and produced a 
uahhcll joNts board that we feel 

* is even faster. The ride of the new 93 is 
' quite a bit livelier than last year's model. 

‘ Its high degree of stiffness and sharp rails 
' give this board a rough ride through 
' chop, but it is a high-performance ride 

* that we can live with. 

However, it is somewhat tricky to 

* master jibes on the 93. With no tuck in the 
’ rails, we found it took some concentration 
’ to work it all the way through the turn. We 

* tested this board with a couple of nice 
' Angulo template Windsurfing Hawaii fins, 
' and feel that one with a raked design 
' works best. Overall, we feel this board is 
' performance-oriented and is raceable, 
’ but it's not the friendliest of slalom 
’ boards. Five thumbs up, one down. 

’ BEST FEATURES: 

‘ All-around performance 
’ Liveliness 
’ WORST FEATURES: 

’ Bone-jarring ride 

* Sticky jibes 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

This “new generation" design is ac¬ 
cented by its attention to the demands of 
slalom course racing. The CSL 2.8 
employs a pronounced tri-concave bot¬ 
tom shape to generate the traits of the 
true slalom board. The outer concaves let 
the board plane continuously through 
any desired turning radius, yet won't drag 
through the water when flat-out speed is 
the objective. High volume gives ample 
flotation for large sails and immediate 
waterstarts. Acceleration is enhanced by 
the rounded bottom rocker at the transi¬ 
tion area of the board, effectively letting 
the forward section 
rise from the water 
quickly. With its 
honeycomb tech¬ 
nology and epoxy 
skin, the 2.8's dura¬ 
bility is exceptional. 

TESTERS’ 

COMMENTS: 

Weight: 105 to 125 
pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range: 

5.7 to 7.0. 

Tania Hendrick: 

This was not the 
board for me. It has 
low speed, is hard 
to jibe, heavy, and 
unresponsive. It is 
incredibly stable, 
and uphauling and tacking are a breeze. 
Its upwind ability is only average, and sur¬ 
prisingly, the 2.8 is not too quick to hop up 
on a plane. For my stance, the strap 
placement is too wide, and the strap itself 
’ does not tighten down enough on my foot. 

' You have to be totally powered to get 
’ planing, and at my weight, I could barely 

• jibe it. 

Tina Baylis: The tail on this board is 
' much too wide for jibing. The board 
’ simply doesn't respond. It is stable, but 
’ not an early planer. Once planing, 

’ though, it goes through the lulls. It's 
’ sluggish, and it doesn't offer too many 
’ thrills. It is not even good for learning 
' jibes because you really need to use bad 

• habits, like standing way back on the tail, 

' to get it to turn. I don't find this board 

• enjoyable in any conditions. 

' Weight: 155 to 170 pounds; Recom- 
' mended sail range: 5.5 to 7.0. 

' Jerry Percival: Overall, I had a really 
good time on this board. I liked the way ' 
it jibed—I could float right through wide- ' 
radius turns. The deck is very flat, which ' 
helps coming out of a step jibe, but is ' 
uncomfortable on the reaches. Luckily, ' 
the back straps are separated, so you • 
can get your heel on the rail. This set-up, ' 
along with the unreal Ultra fin, helped in • 
getting upwind. In chop, the board • 
seems “slappy"—it has too much flat in • 
the rocker line under the straps, but it still ' 
turned okay in chop. I had an easy time * 
staying on a plane on this board. It's not • 
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extremely fast, but it is easy to keep 
going. 

Tern Berkstresser: This board seems as 
solid and durable as a Mack Truck. It 
pounded chop, but was really solid and 
jibed super smooth. You have to be 
powered to have fun on this board, but 
once on a plane, it stays there. The 
volume distribution is weird. It is really 
thick throughout, which makes it stable, 
but it seems to plow through the water. 
This board seems too sluggish, but I think 
it is going to be really durable and pre¬ 
dictable. It is not something I think is 
raceable. 

Weight: 185 to 200 pounds; Recom¬ 
mended sail range; 5.5 to 6.5. 

Trevor Baylis: This board has a very 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'4' 

Width: 23.25' 

Volume: 121.7 liters 

Weight: 26.24 pounds 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 245.84 pounds 

Sail: 253.21 pounds 

Stiffness: 182.74 pounds for 3/8“ 

deflection 

Impact Resistance: 4.703.57 psi. Dis¬ 
placement: .62' 

Construction: Honeycomb and fiber¬ 
glass sandwich core molded in one-step 
process, encased with integrated com¬ 
posite skin 

Bottom Shape: Tri-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $995 - 


wide tail, so when you roll it into a turn, you 
get into a straight part of the rail, and the 
board just doesn’t want to come around. 

It doesn’t seem to have a very good top- 
end speed, either. The tail seems to keep 
the nose from rising up and reducing the 
wetted surface, so the board never really 
seems to cut loose It is very easy to sail, 
though, and it goes upwind really well. If 
it were lighter, and had the straps farther 
back, it might be all right, but as we tested 
it, it is just a big, stable, well-built board. 
Pat Dougherty: This board feels big, 

heavy, and cumbersome. I couldn’t 

seem to get it going. When I pumped to 
try to get on a 
plane, the only 
thing that hap¬ 
pened was that my 
arms got tired. In 
turns, this board 
feels bigger than it ' 
is. No matter what ' 
kind of jibe I tried, I ' 
couldn’t get it to ’ 

turn. It always ' 

seemed to need * 
more wind to do * 
the maneuvers. * 
Although it is very * 
stable and floaty, * 
it’s too short and * 
squatty to hold a ’ 
_ big sail down, so it ’ 

DARRELL JONES j S n’t as good in * 

* light air as I expected. The only thing this • 
board does well is go fast upwind. 

* SUMMARY: 

After receiving rave reviews last year * 

* with their conventional-looking SS280, * 
West Wind seems to have gone off on a ’ 

* tangent with this board. It is very wide * 

* through the tail, so it has excellent stabil- * 
’ ity at sub-planing speeds, but we found it-■ * 

* somewhat slower to get on a plane than * 
one would expect. The bow does not ' 
want to rise out of the water, so when * 
planing, the board is always carrying * 

’ more wetted surface than it should be. • 
This slows the 2.8 down considerably. 

Much of the sluggishness we found in * 

* this board can be attributed to its 26- • 

* pound weight. The board is super stiff, - 
and seems fairly durable, so maybe some * 
of that stiffness can be taken out to re- • 

* duce the weight. It’s easy to sail, and it * 
performs well upwind, but turns on this ■ 

* board need to be drawn out at best. Of all • 
the testers, only one of our middle- * 

* weights could dial in and actually get this • 

’ board to perform. All the rest of the * 

* testers only really appreciated its stabil- • 

’ ity. One neutral, five thumbs down. 

■ BEST FEATURES: 

' Stability 
’ Solid feel 
WORST FEATURES: 

Sluggishness 
Jibing ability 
Speed 
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Sail with the best year round. 


\ 



$8.25 OFF 

Jl 

THIS COUPON GOOD TOWARDS $8.25 OFF 
A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO SAIL 

□ YES! I would like to subscribe. Please redeem thi^ coupon for$8.25 off 
the newsstand price of $30. I’ll pay ju$t $21.75. 

SEND ORDER TO: SAIL, Subscription Processing Center, P.O. Box 10219, Des Moines, Iowa 50380 

NAME ' 1 

ADDRESS " IpT- 


STATE ZIP 

□ Payment Enclosed (thank you!) □ Bill me later 

Canada — $24.75 All other foreign countries — $29.75 
(Payment must accompany order.) 

Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of first issue. 
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TOPS IN THE TESTS 


Where the wind always blows 

ARUBA 

7 NIGHTS FROM 

$349 Sftooa 


• Accommodations are the closest to 
Fisherman’s Huts 

• Private beach launch at island's best 
windsurfing spot. 

• Largest windsurfing rental shop in 
Aruba on premises. Over 100 brand- 
new 1989 custom & production 
boards for rent. 

• Travel service can make arrange¬ 
ments for car & board rack rentals. 

• Check with us for specials to 
Cabarete, Dominican Republic & 

San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

CALL OUR TRAVEL DESK TODAY! 

1-800-252-1070 


(617) 693-8782 
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ROGER’S 

WINDSURF PLACE 
IN ARUBA 

Get the lowest weekly 
windsurfing package rate on 
the island! 



• Aruba's best surf location 
•Seven nights in oceanfront room 



s always, we have our top three fa¬ 
vorites in certain categories. But this 
time, there’s a twist. Rather than 
grouping all the sailors together, then aver¬ 
aging a "top three," this year we did it by 
weight classes, so all you have to do is lo¬ 
cate your approximate weight and see 
what our testers in that range have to say. 

One word of caution; we only had the 
boards for about three weeks, and while 
we did extensive testing to determine the 
board's immediate ding resistance, we 
had no opportunity to do any long-term 
studies on the durability of the boards. The 
best way to check that is to ask your local 
dealer about the history of the products, 
and how they have been holding up. 

105 to 125 pounds: Tania Hendrick 
and Tina Baylis 

Quickness to plane: 

Bic Electric Rock 
AHD Omega 
Fanatic Ultra Bee 

Speed: 

Fanatic Ultra Bee 
Seatrend 90 
AHD Omega 

Jibing: 

Mistral Screamer 
Hi-Tech 93 
Tiga-280 
Acceleration: 

Fanatic Ultra Bee 
AHD Omega 
Seatrend 90 
Stability: 

Alpha 120 SL 
Bic Electric Rock 
.Fanatic Ultra Bee 
Liveliness: 

Seatrend 90 
Mistral Screamer 
Windsurfing Hawaii 93 
Raceability: 

AHD Omega 
Seatrend 90 
Hi-Tech 93 
Overall Favorite: 

Mistral Screamer 
Seatrend 90 
AHD Omega 

Recommend to Intermediate Friend: 

Alpha 120 SL 
Fanatic Ultra Bee 
Tiga 280 

155 to 170 pounds: Jerry Percival 
and Tem Berkstresser 

Quickness to plane: 

AHD Omega 
Hi-Tech 93 
Alpha 120 SL 
Speed: 

Hi-Tech 93 
AHD Omega 
Mistral Screamer 


Jibing: 

Mistral Screamer 
Hi-Tech 93 
Fanatic Ultra Bee 
Acceleration: 

Hi-Tech 93 
AHD Omega 
Mistral Screamer 
Stability: 

Alpha 120 SL 
West Wind 2 8 
Bic Electric Rock 
Liveliness: 

Hi-Tech 93 
Mistral Screamer 
Seatrend 90 
Raceability: 

Hi-Tech 93 
Mistral Screamer 
AHD Omega 
Overall Favorite: 

Hi-Tech 93 
Mistral Screamer 
AHD Omega 

Recommend to Intermediate Friend: 

Alpha 120 SL 
Hi-Tech 93 
Fanatic Ultra Bee 


185 to 200 Pounds: Trevor Baylis 
and Pat Dougherty 

Quickness to plane: 

AHD Omega 
Bic Electric Rock 
Hi-Tech 93 
Speed: 

Seatrend 90 
Mistral Screamer 
Hi-Tech 93 
Jibing: 

Mistral Screamer 
Bic Electric Rock 
Hi-Tech 93 

Acceleration: 

AHD Omega 
Seatrend 90 
Hi-Tech 93 
Stability: 

Alpha 120SL 
West Wind 2.8 
Bic Electric Rock 
Liveliness: 

Mistral Screamer 
Seatrend 90 
AHD Omega 
Raceability: 

Hi-Tech 93 
AHD Omega 
Mistral Screamer 
Overall Favorite: 

Hi-Tech 93 
Mistral Streamer 
Seatrend 90 

Recommend to Intermediate Friend: 

Alpha 120 SL 
Mistral Screamer 
Fanatic Ultra Bee 
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Introducing Sportex Masts. 
The world’s leading manufac¬ 
turers since 1973. Gorge tested 
for strength and durability, 
Sportex Masts have become the 
windsurfer’s ultimate prescrip¬ 
tion for stress and tension. Built 



to sail and priced to sell, from the 
“master minds” of Sportex. .4 

Consult your sailboard 
specialty dealer for the 
complete Sportex mast iWzWZk 
astern. // 

7222 Parkway Dritv « Dorse,y. Md. 21076 • QOli 796 4755 























Left to right: The Gul Power 38. Full neoprene, ribbed kneepads, Velcro ankle straps. The O’Neill Oasis I, 4mm Nylon I snakeskin torso. Glued 
and ankle closures. _* 


BY NANOOK DENALI (AKA ERIC SANFORD) 
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• of sailing a lot. 
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GREG HUGLIN 


jays of . skin) can quickly lead to hypothermia at any time of 
iwaii or • year. 

cooler ' When you have hypothermia, your body loses heat 

;tof us, . faster than it can produce it. When this happens, the 
ss you • brain begins shutting down the arteries that supply 
• warm blood to the extremities of the body. Soon you 
I—can ’ lose the feel ingin your fingers and toes and if you stay 
y. The . too cold for too long, your entire system begins to slow 
direct • down. 

iyyour' The body, in an effort to produce heat through 
3r sue-exercise, goes into involuntary spasms—shivering, 
n your • This muscle twitching will produce a small bit of body 
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heat for a short period, but it also requires lots of 
energy which, in the long run, depletes the system of 
even more heat. In extreme cases, hypothermia can 
be fatal. 

Well, enough of this nasty talk about freezing to 
death. Obviously, it's better to prevent getting cold in 
the first place, and today there’s a wide choice of 
warm, comfortable, functional wetsuits and drysuits. 


The Wet And Dry Of It 


The difference between a wetsuit and a drysuit is 
that the wetsuit allows water to come between the 
MARCH 1989 


. neoprene of the suit and the skin. Theoretically, that . 

• thin film of water is then warmed by your body and you 
; stay toasty even though you’re wet—as long as the 
1 suit fits snugly. If, however, it is too baggy, then it may 

• allow cold water to flow through and your body will be 

• cooled rather than warmed. 

! Neoprene is generally either left alone (as asmooth, 

. rubbery skin) or coated with nylon. The nylon-cov- 

• ered neoprene wears better, since it tends not to snag 
or rip as easily, but it’s colder, since the water will 

. penetrate the nylon and then evaporate, causing 

• cooling. 
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Uncoated neoprene is warmer, since the water 
just runs off rather than evaporating (and the smooth 
texture seems to break the wind better, too), but the 
smooth rubber tears easily. O’Neill, one of the oldest 
and most respected wet- and drysuit manufacturers, 
has added an especially tough, textured pattern to 
the knees of many of its suits, which works great. 

The other purpose of a wetsuit is to provide insu¬ 
lation. The degree of insulation depends upon the 
thickness of the neoprene. Just like a sleeping bag, 
the thicker the insulation in your wetsuit is, the warmer 
you’ll be. Wetsuits generally range in thickness from 
1 mm to 4mm. The 1 mm suits are little more than wind 
breakers, while the 4mm suits are so thick that it’s hard 
to move very much. 

But what about drysuits? First of all, let's talk real¬ 
ity. If you really want to stay dry, then stay out of the 
water. No drysuit will keep you totally dry, because 
even the moisture from your own perspiration can 
make you quite damp. 

And note that these suits are called drysuits, not 
warmsuits. There's a big difference. Like wetsuits, 
drysuits get their insulating quality from the thickness 
of their neoprene. True, a 2mm drysuit will probably 
keep you warmer than a 2mm wetsuit, but that still 
might not be enough to keep you as warm as you’d 
like. However, a tight-fitting, thick, neoprene suit will 
provide warmth and at least some insulation even 
when torn—and it won’t fill up with water. 

The prices for drysuits generally range from $200 
to $400, depending on the style. One of the single 
most expensive parts of a drysuit is the watertight 
zipper which most use. The zipper alone can cost the 
manufacturer $50. There are, however, other options 
and here they are. 


The Semi Choice 


We start at the wet end of the spectrum. These 
' suits aren’t technically drysuits at all—just thick, tight 
wetsuits, often called “steamers" or "semi-drysuits." 

• They tend to run $50 to $100 cheaper than a drysuit 

• and may just fit the bill if you aren’t planning a sailing 
' trip to Antarctica. GUL makes a suit in this category 
. called the “Power 38" that retails for around $240. It 

• features neoprene of varying thicknesses—from 3mm 
' to 5mm—in various parts of the suit. This is important, 

! since you may need 5mm neoprene for warmth 

• around your abdomen, but it would be impossible to 
■ bend your arms with sleeves made of 5mm neoprene. 

Victory makes two “steamer" type suits. The thin- 
. ner one, the "Vortex," is a thin-skinned one-piece suit 

• that's only good for the "warmest of cold conditions."- 
] The warmer one has a host of interesting features, in- 
. eluding thicker neoprene; short zippers up the legs to 

• make it easy to get on and off; the main entry zipper 
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in the front, rather than 
the back, to make it easy 
to open and close; and 
an integrated hood to 
keep your head warm. 

O’Neill has two 
"steamer” type suits. 

The "Extreme" is a 4mm 
suit with 3mm legs and 
arms. It has a rear-entry 
shoulder zipper and 
those great tough knee 
patches. The “Smooth 
Heat” model is similar, 
but with a 5mm torso 
and an integrated hood, 

so it is perhaps the _ 

warmer of the two | 

O'Neill suits, although 
their water temperature 
rating puts both these 
suits at 32 degrees. 

Body Glove has two 
excellententries into the 
"semi-dry" wetsuit mar¬ 
ket. The first is a rather 
traditional but warm 
one-piece suit with a 
short vertical zipper in 
the back. The body is 
made from tough 4mm 
neoprene, which is 
super tear-resistant. 

Body Glove also 
makes a 5mm monster 
with a full rear shoulder 
zip and an attached 
hood. It also has rein¬ 
forced knees of nylon- 
covered neoprene. 

Finally, Bare has two 
“steamers" that seem to be the closest to real drysuits. 
For those who don’t want or need to incur the extra 
expense that comes with a true drysuit, these are just 
the ticket. The “Elite” is a 5mm roaster with a vertical 
back zipper and a double-rolled neck for extra com¬ 
fort. The “Sizzler” has a special U-shaped zipper in 
the front, running up one side of the chest, across the 
neck, and down the other side. This makes the suit not 
only easy to get in and out of, but also very comfort¬ 
able. 

There are several other "steamers" and semi- 
drysuits on the market, but this should give you an 
idea of the various styles and features to look for. The 
basic differences are: (1) zipper: front, back, vertical, 
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Left to right: Wavelength’s semi-dry wetsuit, 
sealed, double-lined, dry shoulder zipper, 
two-piece drysuit with all-weather construc- 
Textured smoothskin neoprene, 5mm body, 













or horizontal; (2) thick¬ 
ness: varies in the torso, 
legs, arms, and neck: 
(3) features: knee pads, 
hood, ankle, wrist 
straps, etc.; (4) skin 
texture: nylon-covered, 
plain, or textured. 


windsurfing tia'VM 
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Dry, Dry Again 


But what about real 
drysuits? If semi- 
drysuits are both warm 
and less expensive, 
why do you need a 
drysuit anyway? 

If you sail often (say 
at least 20 days a year) 
in very cold water (be¬ 
low 50 degrees), then 
you'll definitely want a 
drysuit. You should 
understand afewthings 
about drysuits before 
you go shopping. First, 
they're expensive. 
Second, if you break 
down out in the middle 
of the ocean on a blus¬ 
tery day, they're worth 
every penny. Third, 
they're not particularly 
comfortable or easy to 
get into and out of. 
(Houdini himself would 
probably have an eas¬ 
ier time escaping from 
a straight jacket than a 
drysuit.) 

But after all this, it is 
truly a joy to be out sail¬ 
ing on a sunny but crisp winter day when you're warm 
and toasty despite the cold, and a good drysuit will 
keep you that way. 

If you’re on a tight budget, Accusport has a model 
called the “DriRider” which is actually a two-piece suit 
with long top and bottom extensions that fold up into 
each other to keep you dry. This system works fairly 
well, but the suit is only 2mm thick so it isn’t the 
warmest on the market—plan on wearing some long 
underwear under it on those really cold days. These 
suits run around $250. 


4mm smoothskin neoprene. Thermo- 
wrist and ankle seals. The Ronny Rollover 
lion. The Refugio Steamer one-piece suit. 
4mm sleeves, 3mm culls. 
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Ronny makes a similar model, the “Rollover," 
again with a folding system. The bottoms are actually 
“farmer john" style with a skirt-like sleeve around the 
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middle that rolls up into the top. Some people find this 
style easier to get into and out of, and it's also less ex¬ 
pensive (because it doesn’t need the waterproof zip¬ 
per) and more versatile (you can wear just the bot¬ 
toms in warmer weather). 

Planning a trans-Siberian journey? You’ll want to 
look into the O’Neill “Oasis," with 4mm torso and 3mm 
legs and sleeves. It has a horizontal waterproof shoul¬ 
der zipper in the back, knee pads, and ankle straps. 
It's standard equipment for early-season Gorge sail¬ 
ing. These suits are tough and will last several years 
with the proper care. 

Another popular offering is the Bare “Fiero," which 
is a bit lighter weight than the O'Neill. It has 3mm 
neoprene throughout, a horizontal back zipper, and 
both butt and knee pads for that extra measure of 
protection. 

Body Glove makes a warm, super-dry 3mm model 
that has a great fit. It features integrated ankle straps 
to keep out every drop of water. If you're having 
trouble finding a comfortable fit in another model, 
check out the Body Glove drysuit. 

If you're especially hard to fit, like me, look for a 
warm and colorful GUL drysuit. They come in special 
long and short models so you won’t have to modify 
them. 

The Bare, O'Neill, and Body Glove suits all feature 
seams that are glued, blindstitched, and taped, so 
.they're made to last. If you’re buying a drysuit, be sure 
to get one that's large enough. A too-tight suit will not 
only be uncomfortable, it can restrict your blood flow 
and actually make you colder. Also, you might want to 
be able to wear some woollies underneath. 

Finally, if it's cold enough for a drysuit, you’ll also 
want gloves, booties, a hood, face mask, goggles, 
scarf, Thermos, and psychiatrist along with you. But 
the best accessory I ever found for drysuit-sailing 
weather is called The Heat Solution™. This is actually 
a small plastic packet containing sodium acetate. 
You activate it by popping a little metal strip enclosed 
within the packet to produce heat. Within seconds it 
begins warming up and stays warm for an hour or 
more. To reuse it, you just toss it in boiling water and 
(as soon as it's cool again) it’s ready for another ses¬ 
sion. 

I mean, hey, if you gotta go out and try to make 
yourself miserable, you might as well cut the odds a 
bit. And with all the great drysuits and accessories 
available these days, I might actually be able to enjoy 
some winter sailing. ■ 


Famed Eskimo sailor Nanook Denali is often seen in ' 
the guise of writer and photographer extraordinaire 
Eric Sanford. 
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The southeast coast provides sailors with just the right conditions to suit their tastes, 
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A Guided Tour 
Of Florida’s 
Hottest 
East Coast 
Windsurfing 
Spots, From 
West Palm 
Beach 
To Miami 





here are no hard and fast rules as to 
when it is windy in Florida—4.0s 
have been used in mid-August— 
— but the unofficial shortboard sea¬ 
son begins in October and runs reliably 
through May. If it blows at all, from any 
direction, there is a place to sail along the 
60-mile stretch between South Florida’s 
Fort Pierce and Palm Beach. 

The Stuart Causeway is a good starting 
place for a visiting sailor. Every conceiv¬ 
able wind direction is sailable, the water is 
warm and flat, and it’s also a great place to 
cheat the wind. Southeast winds from the 
Atlantic funnel through the St. Lucie Inlet, 
increasing the available wind by three or 
four mph. Good winds have turned the 

£ U th! W n ay In , t0 a prime area for clinic s and 

for the popular Stuart slalom series. 
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Winter months bring wind and waves to the eastern shoreline. Even during the spring months a good 
swell adds to the sailing menu. 


Lake Mangonia. just northwest of ' 
downtown West Palm Beach, is another * 
popular flat-water sailing spot perfect for ’ 
westerly winds, making it an optimum place * 
to learn the sport. The lake also offers ' 
some challenging conditions in higher * 
winds, and enough diversity in between to ' 
make this a spot most of the local " 
boardsailors frequent 

When the wind is side or side-onshore, * 
the South Florida coastline offers a vast ' 
array of sailing spots and conditions. Fort * 
Pierce has its jetties. The south side is a * 
confidence- building place to learn to wave ' 
sail, as a novice can walk his board along "' 
the current-blocking jetty and beach start * 
beyond the shorebreak. There is an out- ' 
side break that is deep enough so that * 
masts won’t snap in even the most awk- * 
ward fall. Sail on the inside and there is a * 
healthy shorebreak that will challenge your ’ 
skills and your mast. 

North Jetty Park, on the north side of the * 
Fort Pierce Inlet, has waves that can be- ’ 
come logo high on the inside, and the * 
outside break can be downright monstrous. * 
South wind days that find the jetty really ’ 
happening are rare and tend to occur in the * 
morning—so hurry down, and bring a dol- ’ 
lar so you can get in. 

Jensen and Stuart Beaches (south of ' 
Fort Pierce by 20 miles) tend to get bigger ’ 
waves than Fort Pierce does. Sail with the ’ 
locals, as the bigger surf comes equipped * 
with strong sideshore currents, a scatter- * 
ing of underwater boulders, and a shore- * 
break that rivals Singer Island’s. 

Singer Island, some 25 miles south of * 
Stuart, is the site of the notorious Atlantic * 
Cup. The December race is an exciting * 
and equipment-mangling surf slalom * 
headed for its 10th anniversary. The south ’ 
side of Jupiter Inlet, the finish line for the ’ 
Atlantic Cup’s gnarly long-distance race, * 
has a large outside sandbar that kicks up * 
fun, rolling waves. 

Palm Beach Island harbors a wave- ' 
sailing spot many feel to be the best in ’ 
South Florida. Dubbed "Reef Road,” after • 
the road leading to the beach, this spot has * 
prime wave sailing on a northeast day. The * 
waves wrap around the jetty, and during * 
the long fetch to shore, they build and * 
become smooth, curling rollers, perfect for * 
jumping and riding. 

Theonlydrawbackistheparking. There * 
is none. Unless you know someone on or • 
near Reef Road, you must sail over from the * 
north side of the inlet. This can be tricky, so * 
learn aboutthe tides and tag along with the • 
locals. 

Whether you are learning to uphaul or • 
if you’re just in for the week from Maui, there • 
are conditions within this 60-mile stretch of * 
Florida that are sure to suit you. So pack up • 
and head on down!— Tania Hendrick 


DELRAY BEACH TO MIAMI 


The 50 or so miles of shoreline between •. 
Delray Beach and Miami feature literally • 
hundreds of potential launching sites. You ■ 
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DARRCLL JONCS 



The Atlantic Cup, an annual event, takes 
place late in December on Singer Island. This 
Pro-Am event offers course and slalom racing 
as well as a long-distance run. 


can launch just about anywhere that isn’t 
patrolled by lifeguards, as well as at sev¬ 
eral designated launching areas. 

Wind conditions can vary from mar¬ 
ginal to nuclear—sometimes on the same 
day—so bring all your toys. In general, 
October to April are the months for 
"shortboardable" conditions, which occur 
on the average of two to three days per 
week. Typically, a cold front produces two 
to four days of strong winds (15 to 30-plus 
knots) followed by four to six days of rela¬ 
tive calm. Daytime winter temperatures 
rarely drop below the mid 60s (it’s usually 
closer to 80), with water temperatures in 
the high 70s to low 80s. 

Here are the sites from Delray Beach to 
Miami that have become the favorite 
launching spots of South Florida locals due 
to their available parking, ease of access, 
and local wind and wave conditions. 

First on the list is Delray Beach, which 
tends to get a larger swell than the areas 
farther south, and has become the pre¬ 
ferred sailing spot for some of the hottest 
sailors in the area. It’s best in sideshore 
conditions; on a strong easterly it becomes 
a chore to get outside. Except on calm 
days, Delray is not for the novice. 

Look for the ramp just north of the 
Seagate Hotel, about a half mile south of 
Atlantic Boulevard. Metered parking is 
available, but can be scarce on sunny 
weekends. 

The local sailing spot at Boca Raton, 
south of Delray, is located at the end of the 
Spanish River Boulevard. Some parking is 
available along Spanish River Boulevard, 
or you can park across the street at Span¬ 
ish River Park. There's a high $6 entry fee 
on weekends, but picnic tables and 
restrooms are also available. 

The premier wave sailing spot in Brow¬ 
ard County can be found at NE16th Street 
in Pompano Beach, just south of the 
Hillsboro Inlet. An offshore sandbar cre- 
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ates a nice break about 400 yards out, and 
except at high tide, there is no shorebreak 
to speak of. While any wind direction from 
north to south is sailable, northeast or 
southeast winds produce the best wave 
sailing conditions. Watch out for the sub¬ 
merged reef north of the launching area, 
though; being a "rock star" could ruin your 
day' 

Metered parking is available, so bring 
plenty of quarters. Next to the beach is a 
grassy picnic/rigging area with tables, grills, 
and clean restrooms. 

The greater Ft. Lauderdale area 
stretches from Hollywood to Pompano 
Beach and features around 16 miles of 
sandy beach, mostly developed with an 


interesting variety of hotels, condos, bars, 
and shops. The eastward orientation al¬ 
lows for good sailing in any wind direction 
from north to south. As the wind increases, 
and particularly when the wind becomes 
easterly, the shorebreak becomes a factor 
in deciding where to sail. In general, the 
shorebreak is at its tamest at low tide, so if * 
your beach starts aren’t yet perfected, * 
plan to sail within two hours of low tide for 
the easiest launching conditions. 

The southernmost launching site in the 
greater Ft. Lauderdale area is found at 
Meade Street in Hollywood. Located a half * 
mile south of the fishing pier, this desig- * 
nated launching area features ample me- * 
tered parking, but no showers or restrooms. ' 
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boordometers 

ZMaximum Speed indicators 


SAILBOARDS 

CATAMARANS 

SURFBOARDS 

DAYSAILORS 


PERFECT FORTUNING 
COMPETITION SPEEDS 
PERSONAL HIGH SPEEDS 
FUN FOR RENTERS 


29: 


FLORIDA RESIDENTS 
Add 6% Sales Tax 

Reads 
in m P h 


Impervious to Salt Water and Sun 

• No Batteries or Wires • 

• Detachable • __ 


No Tools Required 
Attaches in Minutes 


Indicates Fastest Speed to 50 mph 

Guaranteed Against Mechanical Defects 

SPECIAL “ ONETIME " ADVERTISING PROMOTION!! 

The first 2000 units will be sold for s 14. os (plus tax) 

One BOARDOMETER per family Additional units at '29 ' 

645 West Michigan Street Orlando. Florida 32805 



( 407 ) 425-0684 
( 800 ) 327-9746 



Dealer territories available. 


Allow 4 to 8 weeks for delivery 


Reader Service 216 


95 





















DAVID BROWNELL 






.. f 0 


The waters off the Florida coast offer a variety of sailing conditions, from flat water to waves, for 
both the beginner and expert sailor. 


Break-ins have been reported, so lock your 
car and keep any valuables out of sight. 

One of my favorite "secret" sailing spots 
is at John U. Lloyd State Park in Dania. 
Located just north of Dania Beach Boule¬ 
vard, the park features over two miles of 


unspoiled beach and an inland lagoon off 
the Intracoastal Waterway. Admission is 
only $1 and ample parking is available. 
Launching is permitted at the north end of 
the beach, just south of the Port Ever¬ 
glades inlet. 


Food, fresh water, and restroom facili¬ 
ties are available, and if the wind doesn’t 
blow, you can rent a canoe and explore the 
mangrove-lined lagoon Tables and 
benches are located in a wooded area 
adjacent to the beach, making this a great 
place for a picnic or barbecue. Bring a 
friend, as you are not likely to encounter 

* other boardsailors at this secluded spot. 

Located two blocks south of Las Olas 

* Boulevard is the South Beach launching 
’ area, "home field" of the Greater Ft. Lau- 

* derdale Boardsailing Association 

* (GFLBSA). Look for the wooden "rigging 
’ deck” to drop off your gear, then park in the 
' lot adjoining the launching area. Shower 
' facilities and restrooms are available. 

During the summer months, South 

* Beach is home to "Loose Tuesday," an 

* after-work get-together that features sail- 
' ing, informal racing, and a barbecue at the 

* picnic area adjacent to the parking lot. In 
’ existence since the Windsurfer fleet days, 
’ Loose Tuesday was originated to give less 

* experienced sailors a chance to learn from 
‘ the experts. Hosted by the GFLBSA, the 

* public is welcome to join in the fun. 

Three miles to the north is the new 
’ sailing hot spot, the Marc 2100 Hotel and 

* Tiki Bar. At this beach, where imbibing 

* ability is more important than jibing ability, 
' the sailing isn’t any better than at South 

* Beach, but the scenery sure is. We’re talk- 

* ing “Spring Break" every weekend, with 

* scantily-clad bodies packed into the "zoo 

* yard" beach in front of the Tiki Bar. 




*4QQ 

"Jwper person (double occupancy) including: 

• 6 nights/7 days in A/C beach front rooms • breakfast & lunch • 15 hours of instruction-learn 
to carve a jibe, waterstart, wave jump, railride and race • Your choice of custom slalom, wave 
or Mistral long boards • 83°F average temperature • 15-20 knot average winds • Plus, groups 
of 6 or more receive a 10% discount, ■ « 

Call 1-800-638-3224#m j ClUD 
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Launching can be a challenge, since 
there are literally hundreds of swimmers 
and dozens of boats lining the water’s 
edge on any sunny weekend—but that just 
adds to the fun. Parking? Unless you arrive 
very early or very late, forget it. A better 
idea is to park and launch at South Beach 
and sail the three miles for lunch or a brew. 
- Sailing in the Miami area is centered 
around Key Biscayne, located just south of 
the downtown business district. Pay the $1 
toll, drive about a quarter of a mile, and veer 
off to the right. You have arrived at "Windsur¬ 
fer Beach” on Biscayne Bay. Park your car 
at the water’s edge and you’re ready to rig. 
Windsurfer Beach is a good learning area 
with flat water that is knee- to waist-deep. 
The beach faces south, so it is best in wind 
directions ranging from southeast to west. 
The view of the Miami skyline is spectacu¬ 
lar, and you can sail across the bay to 
Coconut Grove, a trendy shopping area. 

As the only good place to sail on off¬ 
shore days (south of West Palm Beach, 
that is), the bay becomes a playground for 
hundreds of high-wind junkies willing to 
brave the "frigid” 65-degree temperatures 
associated with the northwest wind flow. 
Watch out for speeding boaters and jet 
skis, and plan to wear shoes. 

Just down the road, on the ocean side, 
lies one of my favorite high-wind sailing 
spots, Virginia Key. Make a left after Planet 
Ocean, pay the $2 entry fee, and drive 
about a mile to the beach. Ample parking 
is available close to the water's edge. 

Some of the most enjoyable times I've 
had sailing in Florida have taken place at 
Virginia Key. This could be due to the fact 
that I only sail there when it’s nuking, and 
it's gnarly and closed out up the coast. 
That’s when Virginia Key comes into its 
own. 

The island faces southeast and is good 
in any side to onshore wind direction, but 
it’s especially fun on a strong easterly when 
you know your fellow sailors are getting 
worked in the shorebreak up the coast. 
There's flat, shallow water inside, no shore- 
break, and waves that are chest to logo 
high break about three-quarters of a mile 
offshore on a good day. If a windy day 
happens to fall on a weekend, it's not 
uncommon to see over 300 sails dotting 
the horizon. 

In years past, getting to the Key re¬ 
quired a four-wheel-drive vehicle. Things 
have improved, however, and the $2 
admission gets you a paved entry, porta- 
potty, and fresh water. 

There are lots of friendly lifeguards who 
are willing to rescue hapless sailors who 
have broken down offshore. While the 
bottom is friendlier than on the bay side, 
there is the occasional sea urchin, so shoes 
are helpful. 

The next time your local lake begins to 
freeze over, load up your gear and come 
on down. We'll guarantee warm weather, 
lots of nightlife, and a good chance for 
wind!— Bill Jordan ■ 
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" . .OurFlag 

Flies in All The Right Places 


We have complete Travel Packages from 
Anywhere to the World’s Finest Locations 


MAUI ARUBA 

ST BARTHELEMY CURACAO 

BARBADOS ANTIGUA 

ST. THOMAS ST. LUCIA 

THE GORGE DOMINICAN REPUBUC 

Travel Packages Including Round Trip Airfare 
Accomodations, and 
Performance Equipment 

FROM $699 


THE 

ULTIMATE WINDSURFING 
DESTINATION 

IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY!! 

For reservations call: 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-635-1155 


TOLL FREE in Canada: 1-800-228-2882 
in PA: 215-348-9813 
FAX: 215-348-234) 

\WINDSURFING 
1CATIONS 

P.O. Box 1097. Ooylestown. PA 18901 
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This RAF Radial Slalom sail has been 
specially built for Sailways by Freedom. 
With its Draft Stabilizer Strap, the sail 
shape is "locked in" for incredible accel¬ 
eration, a broad wind range and an un- 
paralelled top end speed. Top quality 
scrim mylars make sail lightweight and 
durable. This is the ideal all around RAF 
slalom sail. 


SIZE 

MAST 

BOOM 

CAT# 

PRICE 

4.7 

15*0** 

5'5" 

FRSRS47 

$349 

5.4 

157"* 

6'1" 

FRSRS54 

$364 

6.3 

16'3"* 

6’8" 

FRSRS63 

$379 

7.1 

16'9'” 

7'4" 

FRSRS71 

$392 


800 - 544 -WIND TO PLACE YOUR ORDER OR 


Neil Pryde Slalom Booms. A very stiff and 
durable micro-adjustable slalom boom com-’ 
plete with a Chinook clip on front end. Avail¬ 
able in two lengths. 88 degree bend 
accomodates any RAF or camber induced sail. 
Specially priced! $149 


Order Your Free 64 Page 
Sailways Catalog Today! 


DASHIN' DA VE ON HIS DOUBLE CONCA VE 


Sailways has the best selection of high 
performance slalom boards available 
from Ace Tec, Angulo, Fanatic, F2, Hi 
Tech, Jimmy Lewis, Seatrend, West 
Winds, Windsurfing Hawaii and many 
more! Call today 


Da Kine Speed Seat. A high qual¬ 
ity, full support seat harness which 
offers comfort and durability. 
Available in Unisex sizes XS-XL. 
Assorted colors available. $79.95 


With Snake Skin. A warm and 
flexible one piece steamer with removable sleeves. 3mm 
Nylon I (Snake Skin) body with 2mm Nylon I (Snake Skin) 
sleeves. Vertical back zipper and snug fitting neck seal. 
Men’s XS - XXL & MT, Women’s 8-16 (even sizes only). 
Water temperature range >50 degrees. 


Order #ONL9161 (men) #ONL9461 (worn.) 


$169 


VISIT A SAILWAYS NEAR YOU! 


Sailways Windbome +Sailways 
299 Wordin Ave. Summit Place, Rt. I 
Bridgeport, CT 06605 Branford, CT 06405 
203-336-9463 203-878-9204 

800-544-WIND 


Sailways of Mystic 
2 Pearl St. 
Mystic, CT 06355 
203-572-0727 


Sailways of Manhattan Sailways of New City Sailways of Southampton Sailways of Plymouth 
859 Broadway 14 North Main St. 1686 North Hwy„ Rt. 27 303 Court St. 

New York NY New City. NY 10956 Southampton, NY 11968 Plymouth, MA 02360 
Grand Opening 914-639-WIND 516-283-WIND 508-747-0553 

March 1. 1989 
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THAT NEVER WAS 

Plymouth’s World Boardsailing 
Championships—The Most Successful 
No-Wind Event Ever 


BY MAUI MEYER 


I n this sport, the most difficult event to 
write about is an event that didn't take 
place because of the wind—or rather, 
the lack thereof. Let's face it: I've been 
sitting here for five hours trying to squeeze 
a racing story out of a race that didn’t hap¬ 
pen. Well, let me tell you this: 

There was no wind this year for the 
Plymouth World Boardsailing Champion¬ 
ships! 

There—I said it. Whew! 

But don't stop reading this! 

Far more important than this year's 
action on the water was the action off the 
water. In past years, the focus has been on 
racing. Very little attention was given to the 
activities on land, except for the parties. 
But since there was no wind this year, we 
have the unique opportunity to let you know 
what really happened and who made it 
happen. 

So, sit down, relax, and let me tell you 
MARCH 1989 



the story of the Plymouth World Boardsail¬ 
ing Championships, which were held in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida, from December 3 to 
11,1988. It might not get your adrenaline 
flowing and make you want to hop a plane 
for the Gorge, but it will show you that our 


Sailors from over 30 nations came to Ft. 
Lauderdale to compete in the Plymouth World 
event. Pictured here are the Alpha team 
riders. 


PCTERUNNEY 


sport can now handle a direct miss from 
Mother Nature and still survive. 


POINTS AND QUALIFIERS 


A number of years ago, what was then ' 
the World Sailboard Manufacturers Asso- ' 
ciation (now the World Boardsailing Asso- ' 
ciation, or WBA) got together and decided 
that a different form of racing was needed 
to entice the recreational sailor into the 
racing side of the sport. Viola! Out came 

■ production racing. 

A production board is one that’s made 

' out of a mold, with at least 500 identical 

' boards cut from the same mold. Since 

■ most manufacturers make boards in this 

' manner, almost any board that you buy in 

■ your local store can be raced in a produc- 

■ tion-class event. There are a number of 

• other restrictions on the board, but these 

• primarily ensure that any consumer can 

• buy exactly the same equipment everyone 




99 

















PETER LINN. 


else is racing on. 

The basic strength of this system is that 
it gets people out racing competitively on 
the equipment they bought in their local 
shop. TTie idea spread throughout Europe, 
and each year hundreds of sailors fight for 
the right to represent their countries at the 
World Championships. 

For the first time in the United States this 
year, and solely as a result of actions taken 
by the USBA (United States Boardsailing 
Association), a number of regattas arounc 
the Americas were designated as either 
“points" or “qualifying" races. At a points 
race, each sailor is given a number of 
points reflecting the sailor’s finishing place 
and the size of the field in which he or she 
raced. 

These earned points culminated in a 
ranking list, with the top five sailors granted 
spots at the Production World Champion¬ 
ships. At qualifier events, points were also 
given, but the winner of the race was auto¬ 



matically given a place in the Champion¬ 
ships. 

The American team this year consisted 
of both men's and women's qualifiers and 
points racers. The men's qualifiers were 
Paul Coutts, Maui Meyer, and Randy Ames; 
women's qualifiers were Isabelle Picard- 
Eubank, Nancy Robberson, and Rhonda 
Smith-Sanchez. Men’s points racers were 
Pat LeMehaute, Pat Corelli, Scott Trudon, 
Brian Benedict, and David Deisinger; 
women's points racers were Charlotte 
Harris, Lanee Butler, and Katie Griffith. 
(For more information, see box.) 

After each team from every country is 
formed, they are sent, at the discretion of 
their sponsors, to the Production World 
Championships, held each year in a differ¬ 
ent location. This year, the United States 
did the honors and the event was held in Ft. 
Lauderdale, sponsored by Plymouth Auto¬ 
mobiles, and produced by the USBA, WBA, 
GFLBSA (Greater Ft. Lauderdale Board 
Sailing Association), and ABIA (American 
Bpardsailing Industry Association). 


PRE-RACE TENSION 


The action started in Ft. Lauderdale 
100 



about a week before the race actually 
began. It was, of course, very windy. As 
I arrived at our host hotel, the Bahia Mar, I 
noticed that the British team and the Ger¬ 
man team were both out on the water, 
training, training, and training. 

"Yikes," I thought, “this is some serious 
stuff." 

And it was. 

On Monday morning, four days before 
the first day of the race, all the equipment 
began arriving. Fanatic arrived with an 
entire container of equipment (including 
almost 80 boards and all the needed ac¬ 
cessories) and the famous Ron Van Oos- 
tendorp, Fanatic's expert in equipment 
disbursement and recollection. 

Tiga was soon on the scene with the 
first of its new race boards and the legen¬ 
dary Hughes DeTurkheim, designer and 
builder of some of the fastest World Cup 
boards today. 

Alpha arrived with racers that many 
people had never before seen. (Thanks 


PETER UNNEY 

for joining us!) 

Bic showed up with its deck stacked, 
holding cards such as Stephan van den 
Berg, Scott Trudon, and Dave Deisinger— 
unfortunately, with a broken foot. 

Mistral appeared with its lone, yet strong 
contender for the women's title, Rhonda 
Smith-Sanchez. 

And the frenzy began. Spurred on by 
the ever-freshening wind, tons of boards, 
sails, and rigs were put together by over 
100 sailors representing more than 20 
countries. 

In a small compound at the back of the 
Bahia Mar, sails and boards began emerg¬ 
ing in a colorful pattern. At night, some 
racers, including my teammate Paul Coutts 
and I, would take boards into the rooms, 
drilling, sanding, and modifying them. 
Everyone had his own ideas of what to do 
to make his board go faster. Everything 
was tried, from using matches to align the 
daggerboard flaps to dissecting mast 
tracks so that they could move back one 


THE AMERICAN TEAM 

Men’s Qualifiers 

Paul Coutts 

Maui Meyer 

Randy Ames 

Sail Number 

US-12(K-17) 

US-51 

US-8 

Sponsors (Board/Sail) 

FANATIC/ART 

FANATIC/ART 

TIGA/NEIL PRYDE 

Men’s Points Racers 

Pat LeMehaute 

Pat Corelli 

Scott Trudon 

Brian Benedict 

David Deisinger 

US-17 

US-5 

US-22 

US-27 

US-20 

FANATIC/ART l 

F2/FANATIC/PRYDE 

BIC/UP 

FANATIC/NORTH 

BIC/UP 

Women’s Qualifiers 

Isabelle Picard-Eubank 
Nancy'Robberson 

Rhonda Smith-Sanchez 

US-511 

US-939 

US-888 

FANATIC/ART j 

BIC/UP 

mistral/gaastra 

Women’s Points Racers 

Charlotte Harris 

Lanee Butler 

Katie Griffith 

US-1011 

US-89 

US-69 

F2/F2 

ALPHA/NEIL PRYDE 
fanatic/art 


WINDRIDER 
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WindRider Magazine, P.O. Box 136, Mt Morris, IL 61054 

Enclosed is my check or money order for $- 

Name --- 

Address_ 

City 


_ State. 


To order by credit card: I_I Visa I iMasterCard I—I American Express 

Card#_ Exp- Da,e - 

Signature.___ 

AR9CV 


Qty—Boardsailing Year Volume three (R15) $59.95 $_ 

Qty._Boardsailing Year's Guide to Better Gybing (R14) $34.95 $_ 

Florida residents add 6% state sales tax $_ 

Add $2 per item postage and handling $_ 

Total $_ 

To order by phone with your Visa, MasterCard or American Express, Call 
toll-free: 1 - 800 - 992-2177 (in Illinois, call: 1-800-892-0753) 


"SS HOT NEW VIDEOS! ST 


Boardsailing Year Volume Three 

All the fun and excitement of international boardsailing explodes on 
the screen in volume three of this classic video series! 

Two hours of great entertainment, including: 

* Worldwide regatta coverage * Equipment and technique features * 
Visits to Baja, Barbados, Hawaii, the Gorge, and other hot spots * 
Hot moves, like flat-Water forward rolls, Gu-screws, and cheese rolls 

* Robert Territeheau's high-flying forward roll with a half twist * 
Edge-of-the-seat action * And much more! 


Boardsailing Year’s Guide to Better Gybing 

It's an elusive maneuver, but this new video will help you improve your 
gybing skills better than any other teaching aid. It's one you'll want to 
study time and time again! 

This 40-minute tape features: 

• Top sailors sharing their gybing secrets * Equipment suggestions * 
Insight on stance, attitude, and technique * Super comprehensive 
instruction * And more!! 


BUY A SEATREND TODAY 
OR YOU MIGHT BE FISHIN' TOMORROW 


SHOWROOM LOCATIONS 

Rt. 4 East • Rutland, Vermont 
P.O. Box 233W Jamaica, VT 05343 


For 1989 New England Sailboard has the new 9'0"and 9'2", the fastest boards 
in their class. Back better than ever with winning reviews are the 8'10", 

9'3", 9'5" and 9'10" sporting new graphics that make custom boards look 
boring. All Seofrends are backed by a Full Year Warranty. 




rtutatmAtct s a t//» e 


Call of write us today tor 
our free Seatrend Catalog 

802 / 874-4178 


















































ANDRE LEFEBVRE - France’s Pioneer Sail Designer 
1989 Sizes and Prices, call for the dealer 
nearest you. Before you buy anyone else’s 
sail and pay too much, check out a 1989 ANDRE SAIL 
because the wind can’t tell the difference but you can. 


1989 



Madd Mike's. Boston MA (617) 451-6181 
Mike Banker (owner): M not just an alternative, the Andre sails are serious 
competitor’s” 

WAVE SAILS 


os. 

SAILS 


size 

boom/mast 

price 


2.8M 

3*10715*3* $248.00 

Windsurfing Orlando, Orlando 

3.3M 

4*2715*3* $252.00 

FI (407) 249-0234 

4.0M 

4*6715*3* 

$258.00 

Tom Cangelose (owner): “the 

4.5M 

4*10715'3* $265.00 

best sail value for your dollar, 

5.0M 

5*3715*3* $272.00 

period! 

5.7M 

5*9716*0* $280.00 



4.7M 

5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5M 


4*2715*3* $328.00 
4*10715*3' $345.00 
5'6716'0' $373.00 
6*6716*3* $402.00 


POWER LEECH 

Power Leecti: Revolutionary Leech System. One 
sail to handle wide range ol wind conditions, see 
article 1989 Jan. issue Windsurf Magazine and in 
German Surf Magazine 


Surfs Up. Keego Harbor Ml (313) 681-9100 

Kirt Manecke (owner): “unbeatable quality at unbeatable prices" 



SPEED SLALOM 


4.5M 

5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5M 


4*10715*3* $260.00 
5*6715*3* $280.00 
6*6716’0" $304.00 
7*3716*3* $341.00 


Windy Sails Inc, Van Nuys CA 8.4M 
(818)997-6494 9.2M 

Mike Spiva (team rider): "the 10.0M 
hottest new sails to hit our 11.0M 
area this year” 


5*6719*5* $382.00 

6*6719*5* $404.00 

7*6719*5’ $422.00 

8*0719'5* $440.00 


Gorge Windsurfing, The Dalles OR 
(503) 298-8796 

Ryan Rooper (owner): "a TEIJIN 
mylar sail at dacron prices with 
performance that’s hard to beat" 


JUMBO SAILS 



1989 HAWAII PRODUCT SAILS 




SLALOM 

4.0M 

4*11715*3* 

$195.00 

Sports, Nags 


4.5M 

5*4715*3* 

$200.00 

Head NC (919) 

Mylar sail with front luff panel 

5.0M 

5*8715*3* 

$208.00 

441-4124 

dacron, with sailbag. special 

5.7M 

6*3715*7* 

$220.00 

Keith Wood 

plastic vario top and tapered 

6.4M 

6'6716*2‘ 

$230.00 

(director): “easy 

\ batten set 

7.0M 

7*3716*5* 

$240.00 

to rig, easy to 


8.0M 

7*6716*8* 

$260.00 

handle, and easy 


9.0M 

8*0717*3* 

$280.00 

on the pocket 
book” 



FUNLINE 

Dacron Sail with 
reinforced mylar. 


4.0M 

5*3715*3* 

$128.00 

4.6M 

5*9715*3' 

$134.00 

5.2M 

6*3715*3* 

$140.00 

6.0M 

6*7715*3* 

$146.00 


KA (316) 265-0258 


reasonable price" 


^WintLwifinxj of ^Poit Oxangz 

'On the Port Orange Causeway 9 
Accross The Street From Daytona's Premier Windsurfing Location* 

92 Dunlawton Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 • (904) 767-8904 

Shipping & Handling charge $5 throughout Mainland USA In Florida add 6% sales tax. We accept check money order, Visa. MasterCard. 

Call for info on your closest dealer! 



more inch. 

Sails were rigged and tested, while 
masts and more masts were tried, meas¬ 
ured, and often discarded for others that 
were thought to be better. Neil Pryde’s and 
ART’s new sails arrived for their racers only 
a day before the race, forcing some of the 
sailors to rig throughout the night in an 
effort to be ready for the first day of racing. 

In the afternoons, some of the racers 
would go out and tune up their equipment, 
gingerly testing themselves against oth¬ 
ers, careful not to give away any secrets 
while still finding out about everyone else. 
Tension mounted. While Paul Coutts, Brian 
Benedict, and I sailed upwind one after¬ 
noon, I noticed as we passed some Euro¬ 
peans that they were swearing every time 
we crossed in front of them. Later, I discov¬ 
ered that they were swearing at us be¬ 
cause we wouldn’t let them pass! 


MORE WORK, MENTAL PLAY 


On Thursday night, as the American 
team met to have some drinks and paint, 
by hand, their country uniforms, others 
were under strict curfew, by order of their 
coaches, to go to sleep. Expectations 
were being built and psychological games 
were being played. 

Friday morning saw freshening wind 
and many nervous racers. Slalom boards 
were tested and final preparations were 
made for what was going to be one of the 
hottest races of the year. Sailors who 
weren't fast were despondent, others who 
fared well were gloating and hoping the 
wind would last. There was a football field 
of equipment out on the beach, a virtual 
sea of color, and an ocean filled with the 
labor of these sailors, each hoping to bring 
home a win. 

You couldn’t ask for anything more 
perfect. The racers were ready to get at 
each other, the sponsor was the best 
anyone could hope for, the organizers on 
both the local and national level were top- 
notch, and the wind was freshening. The 
whole town knew of the event. South 
Beach was the place to be for the next 10 
days... or so we thought. 

Saturday morning, the first day of the 
race, rolled around, with Friday’s remain¬ 
ing winds dying out. It was a crisp, clear 
morning, and the racers were finishing up 
their last-minute work, anticipating the 
scheduled afternoon start. 

The rigging compound was alive with 
racers and spectators alike. Spectators 
lined the compound and when one really 
felt brave, he'd stepped over the line and 
begin wading through thousands of dol¬ 
lars worth of equipment. There were pho¬ 
tographers everywhere, having a field day 
in this sea of color and sailboard gear. 

I turned to one of the photographers 
and began speaking to her. It turned out 
she was from United Press International, 
and was sent down to take a look at the 
event. “Yikes," again; “this really /s serious 
stuff!" 
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The beginning was so right. The day ' 

• was beautiful, the crowds were thick—if ' 

• only there had been wind! Oh well, we ’ 

• can't have it all. 

At noon there was a ceremony to open * 

• the event with brief speeches by the spon- ' 

• sors and the race director. It was an- * 
’ nounced that a race was scheduled to ' 
’ begin in the afternoon, and the crowd 

• scattered. Everyone to his board! 

But it was not to be. The wind slack- * 
' ened, and the fleet was amazingly unruly * 

• on the starting line. As Randy Ames and I ' 
’ brought up the tail end on one practice 

• race, I asked, "Hey, Randy, what are you * 

• doing way back here?" He replied, "I ’ 

• started on time." 

I knew what he meant; starting properly * 

• during the practice races put sailors al- ' 

• most 100 yards behind the fleet. Appar- ' 
’ ently, getting a fair start in a practice race 

‘ is not common anywhere else in the world. ' 
And this went on and on. There was no ’ 

• wind and lots of sun for the rest of our * 
' racing days in Ft. Lauderdale. Each day ' 
’ the organizers would get some sort of * 

• exhibition race going out on the water just ' 
' to keep the momentum going and to show ' 

• that the sport could indeed be practiced in ’ 
‘ winds under 10 knots. 

On some mornings, we would actually * 

• get out on the water and start races, only to ’ 
’ have them thrown out due to minimum * 
’ wind conditions. (At least 11 knots are * 

• required over the entire course for the * 

• race.) The races became exhibitions for * 
' the spectators, while the sailors came to do * 

• even more work on their equipment and to ’ 

• await the next gust over 11 knots. 

Stephan van den Berg got into a Ludlum * 

• spy novel, I studied for exams, and Paul ' 
' Coutts looked at his sails some more. The ’ 

• German Team lounged in the hospitality ’ 

• tent, enjoying the food provided by the ’ 

• GFLBSA. The Scandinavians also did their ' 
' fair share of sitting, and no one knew what ' 

• the French were up to the whole time. Out * 

• of sheer boredom I accepted a $50 dare * 

• from Paul Coutts to steal one of the mainte- ’ 

• nance golf carts and drive it once around * 

• the hotel parking lot. Anything for a laugh. * 

The announcer kept everyone on edge. • 

• It always seemed to him that the wind was * 

• going to freshen any moment, and we were * 

• all going to be out there imminently. This * 

• never happened. 

And so the music played, bodies 1 

• tanned, and the racers grew more relaxed. * 

• As the week wore on, the tension shifted * 

• from the racers to the race organizers. With * 

• three days to go, the weather forecast • 

• predicted no wind for weeks, and it seemed • 

• that everyone began to relax. There was * 

• nothing that could be done. The organiz- • 

• ers started looking for ways to keep the ■ 

• public interested, while the sailors started • 

• to look for other things to do. 

It got quieter and quieter over in the • 

• compound area where all the gear was. It * 

• seemed that there would be no action after 1 

• all. The monstrous collection of sails re- * 

• fused to budge—even to flutter. It just sat * 
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The Ultimate In Strength To Weight Ratio 
Six Month Limited Warranty 


otyra la. tfa 7~o 

PRO-TECH TEAM RIDER 

Jan Boersma 
1988 Silver Medalist 


SANDWICH TECHNOLOGY SPECIFICATIONS 

9‘ @ 13.5 pounds 

Includes Quad Concave Bottom Shape 
Hardwood Stringer, Full Non-Skid 
Full Color Airbrush & It's Great For 
Chop Hopping. * DaKIne footstraps Included 
Proven In Maul, Aruba, Florida & the Gorge 


See Our Dealer Nearest You! 





3575 23rd Ave. South #107 Lake Worth, FL 33461 
(305)585-5033 
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Back Issues 


Back Issues of WindRider 1 . 

Complete your 
WindRider library 
The following issues are avail¬ 
able by mail for $2.50 per issue 
plus $1 per issue for postage and 
handling. 


Send me the following issues: 
□ March'88 □ July'88 


□ April '88 

□ May'88 

□ June '88 


□August'88 

□ Sept/Oct'88 

□ Nov/Dec '88 


Attach 
your mailing 
label here 


Name- 


Address, 


City- 


State, 


Zip. 


Mail to: WindRider Magazine, P.O. Box 2456 Winter Paric, FL 32790 
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THE 

ULTIMATE 

CLAMP-ON 


ONLY 

$ 24.95 

• Easy to use 
• Easy to install 
IV 4 ” diameter boom 
• Anglo suits most booms 
• Integral cleat-NO KNOTS 
* Surf tested 

Now Available From 

AGUERA WIND 
& SURF 

Send Money Order for $24.95 
Includes shipping and handling 
(Florida residents add 6% sales tax) to: 
or for Visa & MasterCard call: 

STRIKE" “ClAMP-ON"N 

6200 Gulf Blvd. • St. Pete Beach, FL 33706 
^ (813) 360-3783 J 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 


PUT YOUR 
BEST FOOT 
STRAP 
FORWARD! 


by Brad Miley 
a div of Tac Trailers 

Strap Wraps are a non-padded protective skin of 420 denier 
nylon held in place by 2' wide Velcro ®. Their design keeps 
your original strap padding in great shape. Strap Wraps also: 

• Feel good! 

• Cost less than replacement straps 

• Last longer than standard neoprene 

• Come in 4 colors and 3 sizes 

Your money back if not completely satisfied. 

Make checks payable to: Tac Trailers 

Rd2 Box 188 Durham Rd. 
Otisville. PA 18942 

Cost: S5.00 each— Shipping: Free 

To determine sue. measure circumference (around) of fool 

strap with tape measure. Please indicate quantity below. 
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there, baking quietly in ihe sun, with tan- * 
ning Swedes. Poles, and French strewn * 
about. 


BUT AT NIGHT... 


Every night the organizers put together * 
a different party for the racers in clubs * 
around town. They really were greatly " 
appreciated. However, it seemed that " 
whenever there was a party at night, the * 
wind picked up to amazing speeds, thereby * 
scaring everyone away! Honestly, on the ’ 
evenings of two of the parties the wind built * 
to a minimum of 18 knots, and stayed there * 
through the night, only to fade in the morn- " 
ing. Just our luck. 

Saturday came and went without much * 
action, and the event was over. Everyone’s " 
patience had been tried and stretched to * 
the utmost limit, but Mother Nature would * 
not give in. Some races were run and ’ 
trophies given out for them, but if someone ‘ 
tells you he or she won at this year's Worlds, ’ 
they're just pulling a fast one on you! 

The awards ceremony on Sunday * 
morning was surprisingly cheery. Every- ’ 
one was happy and good feelings filled the ’ 
air. All of the "thank-yous" were said, and * 
all of the apologies were made. As Lisa * 
Neuburger put it, "This is the most sue- ' 
cessful event with no wind I have ever been ’ 
to!” 

And it was. It was held together by the ' 
organizers and a growing maturity of the * 
sport and its representatives. 

As for the organizers and volunteers, ' 
what more can be said? They were cheated ’ 
most of all. The racers would have paid * 
their dues if they had to race, but they got ’ 
a vacation while the organizers had to be ' 
on duty at all times. They held this race to- ‘ 
gether. They are the ones who deserve the * 
thanks at this race. 

Windsurfing Madness, the Greater Ft. • 
Lauderdale Board Sailing Association, the * 
United States Boardsailing Association, * 
and the American Boardsailing Industries * 
Association: thank you, from all of us • 
stressed out, spoiled racers. Without your * 
work, none of us would have a job! 

And let’s not forget our primary spon- • 
sor, Plymouth Automobiles. They deserve • 
congratulations for supporting a fledgling * 
sport, yet they got possibly the worst wind * 
conditions I have ever seen at an event. * 
Not a very good first run. But I can say on * 
behalf of the American team, we will be * 
willing to go the extra mile for you in the • 
future, because we owe Plymouth one for * 
sticking it out with us. Thanks. 

The races will go on next year, hope- • 
fully with Plymouth as a sponsor. Our sport * 
is growing and it certainly appeals to the * 
masses. Please come and join us next • 
year at the qualification regattas and points • 
regattas; we’ll need someone to talk to if ■ 
the wind disappears again! ■ • 


Professional sailor Maui Meyer is spon - • 
sored by ART Sails, Fanatic Boards, Rip * 
Curl Wetsuits, and Kerrits Activewear. 
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Race Technology 
Carbon Fiber 
Slalom Fin 


A good fin simply has spin-out 

resistance and low drag. Unfor¬ 
tunately, those two items are 
often at odds with one another. 
Fins designed for spin-out resistance 
(with forefins, bumps, slots, slats, and 
slits) also increase drag. On the other 
hand, fins designed for low drag, 
without these mechanisms, are often 
prone to spin-out. Is there no compro¬ 
mise? 

The answer lies in the foil section, 
says Rick Caldwell of Race Technol¬ 
ogy, who has just introduced two new 
fins. His foil sections have been 
carefully designed, using NASA’s 
facilities, to prevent spin-out and 
maintain low drag by eliminating 
laminar separation bubbles (the primary 
cause of spin-out), and maintaining 
laminar flow over most of the fin. With 
such a high spin-out resistant foil, the 
planform of the fin was designed to 
reduce induced drag to a minimum; 
hence, it is nearly vertical and trapezoi¬ 
dal. Designing this high-tech fin was a 
feat that took Caldwell two years and 
earned him a master’s degree in 
aerodynamics. 

With credentials like that, and a 
claim that his fin would not spin out 
nearly as much as conventional fins, I 
couldn’t wait to try one out during the 
WindRider board tests in Aruba. 

After sailing the fin for about an hour 
on all points of sail, I had not managed 
to spin out. The fin felt fast on beam 
and broad reaches, but on close 
reaches it was an animal. I pushed it 
as hard as I could, and it would not spin 
out; it would just crank to windward 
faster than any other fin I have ever 
sailed on. 

Considering its planform, jibing this 
fin was not too difficult, probably due to 
its smaller than average surface area 
(45 square inches). However, it 
occasionally “slipped" uncharacteristi¬ 
cally in the jibes. This, we determined, 
was probably due to the square tip. 
(Race Technology has since said they 
will be experimenting with different 
tips.) All in all, this fin performed like 
Caldwell said it would; that is, it is fast 
and spin-out resistant. 

Race Technology’s two fins have 
surface areas of 40 and 45 square 
inches. They are both 11 inches deep, 
but the smaller one has a rounded tip. 
They are molded from a plug that was 
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made on a computer-controlled milling 
machine. In short, they are almost 
perfectly foiled, and they are con¬ 
structed using a polyurethane foam 
core surrounded by over 14 plies of 
unidirectional carbon fiber, making 
them very stiff. 

Contact Race Technology, 2280 
Avocado Ave., Bay 11, Melbourne, FL 
32935, or circle reader service card 
number 168 .—Pat LeMehaute 


Gorge Technology. 
Easy Release Cup 


I have to admit, I’m a bit late catch¬ 
ing on to just how cool this product 
is. Although the Easy Release Cup 
has been out for over a year, I only 
came to appreciate it fully this winter 
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Gorge Technology's Easy Release Cup fits 
most American mast extensions. 


while testing boards with Gorge 
Technology’s Pat Dougherty. 

We were constantly switching rigs, 
and while popping my universal off its 
base was fairly easy, thanks to the large 
buttons, the Gorge Tech unit made it 
way, way, way easier, since it extends 
the buttons that disengage the base. 
These “wings" are simple to depress, 
and they release the hard-to-release 
buttons. 

In this case, a picture is worth 1,000 
words, but a trial run is worth about an 
entire encyclopedia—especially for you 
numb-handed northern sailors. 


Contact Gorge Technology. PO Box 
798, Hood River, OR 97031, or circle 
reader service card number 170 .—Tom 
James 


The Ampro Light Mast 


O ver the past few years, the 
advent of carbon masts has 
made slalom sailing much more . 
enjoyable than sailing with 
aluminum masts for the simple reason . 
that the weight differential is roughly 
one pound. While this may not sound 
like much, it makes an incredible 
difference in the feeling of your rig— 
especially if the bulk of reduction is 
above your booms. 

However, while slalom mast devel¬ 
opment has proliferated, wave sailors, . 
who go through more rig movement 
than any slalom-sailors, have been 
forced to plod through the surf with 
epoxy masts weighing in at up to seven 
pounds—all in the name of durability. 
Wave sailors have tried using aluminum . 
masts to get their rig weights down, but . 
even in small waves, aluminum masts . 
would snap like telephone poles hit by . 
Godzilla’s tail. I know that I personally 
broke enough aluminum to keep most , 
major mast companies in business, but . 
rigging the heavy masts was really a 
drag. 

Finally, from Ampro, the people 
whose named has become synony¬ 
mous with durable surf masts, comes a 
new wave mast weighing in at four 
pounds, 10 onces—nearly one pound, 4 
eight ounces less than an average 
wave mast, and even lighter than 
aluminum masts. I was first in line 
waiting to get my hands on this 
panacea to my surfsailing blues. 

This new grey mast, with its yellow 
label, fits any sail cut for the standard 
white-label grey classic, but the • ’ 4 

reduced weight makes your sail pump 
more easily, waterstart faster, jibe more 
quickly, and simply feel much better. If 
this mast proves to be durable (mine 
has gone through more than its share of ’ 
tests and is holding up fine), it will be a 
monumental development for both 
surfsailors and flat-water sailors. The 
surfsailors will gain maneuverability 
and speed, and flat-water sailors will be ] 
able to legitimately use surfsails, for the 
ultimate in turning and fun if they so 
choose. Thanks, Ampro; everyone 
needed this. 

Contact Ampro, PO Box 6300, 
Anaheim, CA 92816, or circle reader 
service card number 169 .—Tom James 
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Quick Fix 
Supplies 


BY TOM BIERI 


the main things to consider, but even 
old playing cards can make excellent 
disposable squeegees, and the true 
wind addict is never without razor 
blades. 


Y our hands are trembling; it’s 
been too long. The only thing 
you can think about is getting 
high—as high as you can get. 

. When you’re not thinking about the 
. incredible rush you experienced the 
. last time you did it, you’re trying to 
. pinpoint exactly when you’ll have the 
. resources to do it again. The outlook is 
. pretty dismal. The town is dry. There is 
. only one solution: 

Road trip. 

The name of the game is to head to 
. a place where you’re sure to get 
. maximum air time. If the place you have 
. in mind comes complete 
. with a local board shop 
. where you can get your 
. equipment fixed or 
. replaced, then you’ve 
. read far enough. But if 
* you’re heading into an 
. unfamiliar or uninhabited 
’ region, you may do well 
. to pay close attention. 

. What you forget to bring 
] with you could be the 
. very thing that keeps you 
. from sailing on the 
’ hottest day of the trip. 

The idea here is to 
oecome self-reliant. You 
lave got to imagine 
jverything that you might 
be able to lose or break, 
b and then cover your 
posterior. You’ll want to 
bring spare harness 
lines, inhauls, outhauls, 
downhauls, battens, u- 
joints, base plates, fins, 
screws, and any other 
part of your gear that’s 
likely to break or get iost 
in the sand. 

In addition to having a 
couple of spares of 
everything, you’ll need 
some tools and supplies. 

Plenty of fresh resin and 
cloth or Marine Tex 
epoxy cement (depend- 
ng on your board type) are musts. The 
time-consuming process of board 
repair is rather complicated, so I won’t 
go into the entire process. The impor- 
ant thing to note with on-the-road 
board repair is that cosmetics are not 
an issue. Just get it watertight and back 
nto action. 

Remember: if you apply a patch 
smoothly, you can get away with 
minimal sanding, and if you really do a 
hatchet job repairing your board, you 
can always redo it once you’re home. 

The tools of the board-repair trade are 

Iflfi 


back" sail cloth patches (dacron sail 
stickers are even better, because the 
repair is disguised as a sponsor’s logo) 

• A Speed Stitch (an indispensable 
tool for sewing torn sails) 

Speaking of the Speed Stitch, while 
it’s never been marketed directly to 
windsurfers, the serious yachtsman has 
long relied on this handy gadget for 
quick sail repair. The Speed Stitch is a 
sewing awl, and using it is infinitely 
faster and less tedious than sewing with 
a conventional needle and thread. 

Once you get the hang of it, the Speed 
Stitch will enable you to lay down a 
stitch as tight and even 
as a machine because it 
works like a machine. The ' 
awl allows you to lay 
down two threads at 
once, on each side. It 
also lets you control the 
tightness of each stitch. [ 
The Speed Stitch can 
be used to repair tears 
and blown-out seams, 
and in either case, the 
first step is to clean and 
dry the sail, paying 
special attention to the 
affected area. If the cloth 
has not been stretched 
out of shape too much, 
then the cloth on either 
side of the tear should 
match up evenly. 

Once you’ve got the 
edges of the tear 
matched up successfully, ’ 
a tape patch must be 
applied to one face of the ’ 
sail to hold the edges in 
place. This tape job is 
only temporary and 
should be rolled back as 
the sail is stitched up. 

Put the first stitch 
down over the tear, being ’ 
certain not to make it so 
tight that it alters the 
shape of the sail. Once 
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this stitch has replaced the tape, a rein¬ 
forcing patch needs to be applied to at 
least one side of the sail. Sandwiching 
the repair between two matching 
patches adds a little weight but makes 
the repair bulletproof, adding solid 
durability and strength. 

So there you have it! Collect all the 
supplies you can muster and dare to 
repair on the road. ■ 


Tom Bieri is a road-trip veteran who is ' 
known for washing down cold Spaghet-' 
tios with warm mescal and breaking his ’ 
equipment. 
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To make sure you bring everything 
you need, put together a checklist. In 
addition to the items already men¬ 
tioned, you’ll also want to bring: 

• Sandpaper in a variety of grits (fine 
to coarse) 

• A sanding block (although a small 
piece of wood works just fine) 

• A rivet gun and stainless steel 
rivets to replace boom and mast 
extension rivets that eventually tear out 

• Duct tape, a hacksaw with spare 
blades, and a hammer (the potential 
uses for these three items are limitless) 

• A generous supply of “sticky- 
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on’t just don a bathing suit and 
y call yourself dressed. Acces- 
| flj sorize! Neo-lume sports 
» bracelets and neckpieces will 
help you create a look that’s too totally 
together. Designed by avid Boston 
windsurfer David Tonnesen, these sleek 
easy pieces can be worn in and out of 
the water The colors are hot and the 
prices are right. You can get your 
jewelry through your local windsurfing 
dealer or by contacting Quantum 
Design, 2631 Marion Drive, Ft. Lauder¬ 
dale, FL 33316. Circle reader service 
card number 102. 



EAR GEAR 


I f you've got pierced ears, then 
you're all set to wear beautiful 
sterling silver sails from Wayne 
Silversmiths. They're one to two 
’ inches long and feature a “kidney wire 
’ post”—perfect for the active lifestyle. 

’ Retailing for $22.50 a pair plus the price 
[ of shipping, they're available directly 
’ from Wayne Silversmiths. Find out 
" more by writing the company at 546 
] South Broadway, Yonkers, NY 10705, 

" or by circling reader service card 
’ number 104. 
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DROPS 


CONCENTRATE 


A DAB’LL DO YA 


C □ he McNett Corporation has a 
nifty new anti-fogging and 
optical cleansing solution out 
called Sea Drops, designed 
especially for sunglasses, goggles, and 
dive masks. To apply Sea Drops, just 
rub a couple of dabs onto your lenses, 
wait a few seconds, and buff. Voila! 
Clean lenses! To find out more, contact 
the McNett people at PO Box 996, 
Bellingham, WA 98227, or circle reader 
service card number 101. 



RIG IT RIGHT 


] he Easy-Rigg is a handy new 
gadget distributed by Murrays 
Marine that grips ropes and 
J provides a great deal of 
leverage while protecting the hands 
against rope burn. It allows 
boardsailors to pull downhaul, outhaul, 
boom ties, and other ropes quickly and 
easily, and is also useful when camp¬ 
ing. Write Murrays Marine at 6389 B 
Rose Lane, Carpinteria, CA 93013 for 
more information, or circle reader 
service card number 105. 



STRESS RELIEF 


irwave’s got a new harness out. 
The Racelight is an ergonomi- 
cally-sound, Gorge-tested 
product designed by a chiro¬ 
practor, and offers the maximum in 
pelvic and lumbar support. Originally 
designed for slalom and course racers, 
its unique double cinch strap system 
and neoprene center panel provide 
unequalled comfort for the serious 
sailboard enthusiast of any persuasion. 
For more information, write Airwave at 
135 9th Street, San Francisco, CA 
94118, or circle reader service card 
number 109. 
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SAFE SURF 


lire, boardsailing is fun, but to 
make it safe, you've got to use 
n) j The Rubber, a device made 
V_y especially for sailboards. Better 
than a board bag, made of neoprene, 
and offering the maximum in sailing 
pleasure, The Rubber stretches to fit all 
board sizes, big and small, and aids in 
ding protection. For those festive 
sailing sessions, it comes in a variety of 
colors and with a one-year warranty. 

For more information, contact Back¬ 
door, 213 Via Los Altos, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90277, or circle reader 
service card number 103. 


SHOWER OUT BACK 


hat could be more inviting 
11 than a nice hot shower after a 
cool day of sailing? From the 
land of koala bears and 
kangaroos comes the Aussie Outback 
Shower system, which pumps water 
from any water source (a container, 
river, lake, or ocean) through a heat 
exchanger mounted in your car, truck, 
or boat. Pressurized hot water is yours 
wherever you go. Take it from the 
Australians; camping, swimming, and 
sailing are all the more comfortable with 
the Aussie Outback Shower. For more 
details, write 1106 Second Street, Suite 
263, Encenitas, CA 92024, or circle 
reader service card number 108. 


WIND WEAR 


our sailboard and its accesso¬ 
ries represent a significant 
financial investment. To protect 
that investment, WaterSports of 
California has created the Board Guard, 
a complete locking system that allows 
you to lock your mast and board with a 
heavy cable and padlock. Several 
boards and masts can be locked 
together with just one cable and lock 
system. For more information on the 
Board Guard, write to the WaterSports 
folks at 1647 Willow Pass Road. Suite 
212, Concord, CA 94520, or circle 
reader sen/ice card number 107. 
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PACK AND SAIL 


1 n aven’t got a thing to wear? 
u Then check out the hot new 
|M windsurfing togs from Coastal 
J U Winds. They've got hand¬ 
crafted T-shirts, sweatshirts, and 
sweatpants created by windsurfers. All 
designs are silkscreened or hand- 
painted on top-quality, heavyweight Ts 
and sweats by Hanes and Oneita in 
fluorescent colors. For more informa¬ 
tion, write the company at 3315 
Sacramento Street, Suite 125, San 
Francisco, CA 94118, or circle reader 
service card number 100. 


LOCK IT UP 


a Kine is at it again; this time, 
they've come out with the Day 
Pak, a lightweight, high-quality 
gear bag with padded shoulder 
straps. Its front-loading design and 
two-way zippers let you open the pack 
all the way to the bottom—now that’s 
convenience! Like all Da Kine prod¬ 
ucts, it’s colorful and comes in a variety 
of graphic designs. Check out the Day 
Pak at your local Da Kine dealer, or 
circle reader service card number 106 
to get further info. 


MARCH 1989 
































dwl I |N|Dk 


FINDER 


NOTHING COULD 
BE FINER THAN TO 
SAIL IN CAROLINA 


MARCH 1989 


I \ year-round boardsailors' para- 

l\\ dise. South Carolina’s Hilton 
/ U \ Head Island blends the romance 
LM-i of the Deep South with all the 
sensual pleasures of a sub-tropical is¬ 
land. Think of it: A great blue heron sails 
past your villa window and settles on the 
banks of a lagoon, soon to be joined by a 
snowy egret or a little blue, all heedless of 
the golfers just a few feet away. 

Cool groves of live oak, gray-bearded 
with Spanish moss, grace the landscape, 
joined by loblolly pines. Spiky palmetto 
trees give way to warm, sandy beaches, 
protected coves, and the sound of the 
wind sweeps the warm air. 

If the scenery sounds intriguing, the 
windsurfing conditions are even more so. 
Three out of every seven days, you’ll see 
triangular sails colorfully slicing the sky, 
skimming across the green Atlantic at 15 
knots. The mild year-round temperatures 
and ample activities for 
non-sailing companions 
make Hilton- Head an 
easily accessible, ideal 
windsurfing destination 
for all sailors, beginners 
to experts, their friends 
and families. 

If you're a “swinger” 
who lives on “greens," 
you’ll be glad to know 
that this resort island 
boasts 25 golf courses, 
including the world- 
class Harbour Town 
Golf Links in Sea Pines 
Plantation and the 
George Fazio, Robert 
Trent Jones, and Arthur 
Hills courses in Palmetto 
Dunes Resort. 

What’s more, there 
are 14 tennis courts, nine places to gain 
access to public beaches, and accom¬ 
modations and dining to suit nearly every 
taste and budget. 

The island can be reached by auto¬ 
mobile from the north or southeast by 
taking the Hilton Head exit from US 1-95. 
You'll be driving onto the island on US 
278, the only route that traverses Hilton 
Head. 

The island airport is served by Pied¬ 
mont and Eastern airlines, and the Hertz, 
Avis, and Budget car rental agencies 
iave concessions at or near the airport. 
Taxis and a shuttle and limousine service, 
called Lowcountry Adventures, are also 
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Hilton Head 

□ 

Coastal 

Oregon 

□ 

Mistral 

Nationals 

available. One important note: Unless 
you plan to stay put in a resort like Pal¬ 
metto Dunes—which offers a windsurfing 
package and beach access—you’ll 
need your own wheels to get around 


vanced sailors and sponsor two regattas 
annually. 

Intermediate sailors are advised to 
bring a big, all-around board and a big 
race board. Advanced sailors may want 
to add a floaty slalom board to their quiv¬ 
ers. 
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efficiently to all the beaches. 


EQUIPMENT TIP 


Windsurfing Hilton Head has two lo¬ 
cations, one at the South Beach Marina 
and the other at the Plaza at Shelter Cove, 
and rents a variety of quality boards, 
including the Mistral Superlights. Begin¬ 
ners who don't want to haul their own 
boards may opt for renting equipment 
here. 

Beginners may also want to check out 
Windsurfing Hilton Head’s excellent 
course of instruction, guaranteed to have 
you up and sailing in two days. They also 
hold clinics for intermediate and ad- 


Located just two hours south of Char¬ 
leston, South Carolina, and one hour 
north of Savannah, Georgia, the average 
ocean temperature of this sub-tropical 
barrier island is 69 degrees; the average 
air temperature is 65. making wetsuit-free 
sailing possible from April through No¬ 
vember. Drysuits are recommended in 
December. January, and February. 

The strongest, most consistent winds 
occur during March, May, and June, 
when the temperature differences be¬ 
tween the air and water are greatest, 
according to Mike Overton of Windsurf¬ 
ing Hilton Head. Winds may be calm in 
the morning but pick up to 18 to 20 knots 
as the afternoon air temperature in¬ 
creases. 

’’The hotter it gets, the harder it 
blows," Overton says. 
The first recom¬ 
mended sailing spot is 
Bradley Beach, which 
is great for intermedi¬ 
ate and advanced sail¬ 
ors. When the winds 
are north to northeast, 
shore breakers are 
three to four feet. Once 
past the airport, start 
looking for signs to 
Folly Field Road; then 
turn left and drive to the 
end. This is a public 
access beach, and 
there's limited parking 
alongside the road. 

Next on the list are 
Calibogue Sound 
Braddock Cove, and 
Tower Beach. North¬ 
west winds against the incoming tide can 
create big chop and Gorge-like condi¬ 
tions on the Calibogue Sound, according 
to Overton. Sailors are warned to sail only 
on the incoming tide. 

Just around the corner is Braddock 
Cove, where semi-enclosed flat water 
creates an ideal surface for beginners. 
Here they can take lessons or rent boards 
from the shop in South Beach Marina. 

Ask people at the windsurfing shop 
about access to Tower Beach Club. You 
may or may not be granted permission to 
sail here, depending on the season. This 
is a good spot for sailors of all levels, with 
speed sailing a frequent possibility. A 
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sandbar about three-quarters of a mile 
out lets you stand up in the middle of the 
Atlantic. 

Located in Sea Pines Plantation, visi¬ 
tors must pay $3 for a gate pass at the 
entrance off Sea Pines Circle to access 
these locations, and parking is in the lot at 
South Beach Marina. While you’re in Sea 
Pines you’ll want to visit Harbour Town 
with its myriad shops and restaurants. 

Certainly the most popular and popu¬ 
lated spot for sailors of all levels is South 
Forest Beach at the Hilton Head Inn. 
There’s a lawn to rig on and a hose to 
rinse off your equipment. In addition, 
Windsurfing Hilton Head holds demon¬ 
strations here on Sundays from May to 
September. Bands play outside the inn, 
and the bar is open. 

i i 

Hilton Head hosts two major regattas 
annually: The Georgia/Carolina 
Boardsailing Championship is held the 
third week in May, and the National Sen¬ 
iors Boardsailing Championship is held 
the weekend after Labor Day. It’s open to 
anyone over 35. Informal races are held 
on Sundays, June through August, at the 
Hilton Head Inn. 


DINING AND DALLYING 


There are countless restaurants on 
Hilton Head, but here are some of the 
islanders’ favorites. 

For a fairly fast lunch and a reasona¬ 
bly-priced dinner, try Market Street at 
Coligny Plaza. Flamingo’s at Park Plaza, 
or Reilley’s at Port Royal Plaza and The 
Gallery. 

Market Street serves a killer Greek 
pizza, gyro sandwiches, and great 
soups. Flamingo’s has a varied menu; 
the pot pies are hearty, the seafood 
crepes are consistently good, the des¬ 
serts are divine, and it's open from 11 
a.m. to midnight. Reilley's Irish Pub is a 
perennial favorite with locals, serving 
daily lunch specials and Guinness Stout 
on tap. 

For a little more glitz, try O’Fee's at 
Fairfield Plaza, Charlie's L'Etoile Verte at 
South Island Square, or Le Bistro at Pine- 
land Mall. 

O'Fee's has both elegant and health¬ 
ful cuisine. The emphasis is on the intel¬ 
ligent use of herbs and spices rather than 
heavy sauces. Charlie’s is an intimate 
French restaurant, serving up rich food in 
generous portions. Le Bistro specializes 
in Mediterranean cuisine. If you have a 
yen for seafood, try the Crazy Crab on the 
north end or the Chart House at Palmetto 
Bay Marina on the south. 

Cadillac’s, a disco located near Sea 
Pines Circle, is the current hot spot for 
dancing. Recently-opened Wingo’s at 
Park Plaza is a concert bar with a mildly 
Nashville flavor. 
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iviciui 5 DtJbi nemai equipment. 

Featuring: Angulo Custom Boards, Seatrend, Fanatic/A.RT, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Neil Pryde & More 

■ Chose from the Maui Windsurf I 
Company's huge inventory of high 
performance equipment, latest in 
sailing and beach accessories. 


■ Unlimited equipment changes, lay 
days. Radio contact with beach for up to the 
minute weather and ocean conditions. 


■ Full service retail, rental, lesson 
shops. Let our professional staff 
show you the best areas to sail. 

■ Closest shop to airport & Kanaha 
Beach Park & other prime North 
Shore spots. 


r*jh.Mvj 


For Brochures /Reservations 

can 800-223-5443 


1-800-872-0999 

520 Kaofani Place 
Kafiului, Maui 96732 
1-808-877-4816 
FAX 808-677.4696 
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Guaranteed Waterstarts In 3 Days! 

Let Dave and Marnie Crans Improve Your Windsurfing Techniques. 


■ Novice, Intermediate, |ibe. 
Waterstart & private lessons in 
Maui's only complete Windsurfing 
School. 

I Maximum four students per 
class. 216 to 3 hour lessons in pro¬ 
tected, warm, Maui tropical waters. 
I Our special 3 and 5 Lesson 
packages let you advance at your 
own speed. 


■ Lessons include on beach videos, land 
simulation, on water radio communica¬ 
tion and certification. 




For Brochure/Reservatlons 

c.ii 1-800-223-5443 


M*al Magic Wndrcrftog School 


1-800-872-0999 

S!0 Kaotani Mac* 
Kahiiii, Utui 96732 

l-aown-wts 

FAX 80M77-4696 
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Corpus Christi, Texas 


May 25-29,1989 


30mi. Distance Race 500yd. Slalom Race 
Modified M-Triangle (amateur optional) 
Charter Boards Available 
200 Entry Limit (PRE-REGISTRATION ONLY) 
Pre-Registration Deadline May 1,1989 


For Registration & Information 
Packet fill out & send to: 


U. S. Open Committee 
P.O. Box 9136 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78469 
Attention Connie 
(512) 886-3693 

CalleMDtmesi 

—0 paper— 


Address 


City_ 

Pro C 


Am 
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.State. 


Master 
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-Zip- 

Female □ 
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For information on windsurfing vaca¬ 
tion packages, lessons, clinics, regattas, 
and windsurfing in general, call Windsurf¬ 
ing Hilton Head at 803-686-6996. For a 
daily update on sailing conditions, call 
803-686-6006, and for information on ac¬ 
commodations on Hilton Head, call the 
Chamber of Commerce at 803-785-3673. 
Contributed by Lynn Felder 

THE ISLAMORADA 
PRO-AM 


he Holiday Isle resort in the Flor¬ 
ida Keys hosted the Islamorada 
Pro-Am for a windy three-day re¬ 
gatta from November 18 to 20, 
1988. Of course, Miami's Margarita- 
drinking, scantily-clad weekend crowd 
had a hard time weaving through the 100 
or so rigs on the grass to get to the 
Cocomo bar, but everyone still had a 
good time. 

On Friday, the opening day of the 
event, a course was set up near the shore 
for speed trials, and contestants lined up 
to take the minimum three runs in front of 
the radar gun. There were some relatively 
fast runs in the winds of 20 to 25 mph over 
the flat, shallow water. The record for the 
day, 31.9 mph, was set by Tern Berk- 
stresser, who promptly broke his carbon 
mast and retired after one run. Brian 
Benedict was consistently the fastest 
sailor, followed by Steve Demothenes 
and Ian Pitcairn. 

Saturday saw the kind of conditions 
race organizers dream of: there were 
amused and interested spectators, 
happy racers, non-shifting winds, and 
non-drifting marks. The slalom event was 
held in winds of around 20 mph with five 
downwind marks set just spitting dis¬ 
tance from the crowded beach. Two 
rounds were run in each division, except 
for the largest, the amateur men's group. 

The pro men’s division was led by 
Brian Benedict, followed closely by Scott 
Trudon. The women's heats were domi¬ 
nated by Isabelle Picard-Eubank, fol¬ 
lowed by Rhonda Smith-Sanchez, and 
new pro Edith Trepanier. Jeff Wolf won 
the very competitive amateur men’s sla¬ 
lom, and Kristin Snellenburg won the 
women’s amateur division. 

Sunday began as yet another windy 
day, but winds faded throughout the af¬ 
ternoon. Four course races were held 
way out beyond the flats (which were 
definitely living up to their name; more 
than a few centerboards and fins re¬ 
ceived an involuntary sanding with 36- 
grit). Pat LeMehaute emerged as the top 
men's pro, Isabelle Picard-Eubank again 
took the pro women’s division, and Eric 
Lange and Kristin Snellenburg took their 
respective amateur divisions. 

By late Sunday afternoon the wind 
eased off enough to make the long-dis- 
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Maui Windsurfing Vacations From $789 

Includes: Roundtrip Airfare, Car, Condo, Board and Rig. 


■ Everything you need to ex¬ 
perience the thrill of windsurfing 
the best conditions in the world — 
ideal for all abilities. 

■ One week from $789' Rates for 
longer stays and non-sailors 
available Call us today 

■ Choice of Maui's best rental 
equipment from The Maui Wind¬ 
surf Company and lessons from 
Maui Magic Windsurfing Schools. 


■ Beachfront condos and private North 
Shore vacation homes carefully chosen 
to meet a wind surfer's needs. 




For Brochures/Reservations 

can 800-223-5443 


The Maui Windsurf Company 


1-800-872-0999 

520 KaoUni Place 
Kahului, Maui 96732 
1-808-877-4816 
FAX 808877-4696 
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tance event one large bobbing match, 
although those equipped with huge sails 
fared well. Dave Buemi, with an elephant¬ 
sized 11.0, won and was derigged by the 
time the rest of the fleet crawled in. Isa¬ 
belle Picard-Eubank balanced her way in 
to take first in the pro women’s division, 
and Ted Hollander and Tania Hendrick 
were the first amateur finishers. 

Race director Jon Grau ran a well- 
organized regatta for a fun weekend. He 
and the rest of the committee will be 
thanking the wind gods for making this a 
consistently windy event. 

Contributed by Tama Hendrick 

COASTAL OREGON 


n windsurfing circles, the mention of 
Oregon usually implies one thing: the 
Gorge. In fact, “Oregon" and “the 
LJ Gorge" have practically become 
synonymous, and sailors frequently use 
the two interchangeably. Yet anyone who 
has even the slightest grasp of geogra¬ 
phy knows that Oregon’s western border 
definitely dwarfs her eastern counterpart. 

Now, that's not to say that the Colum¬ 
bia River doesn’t have miles of available 
windsurfing locales, for it does. However, 
Oregon’s Pacific coastline has more— 
much more. It also has waves; that’s 
right, real waves. (It's begging the ques¬ 
tion to assume that standing waves at the 
Gorge aren’t real waves, but there’s no 
need to get into that age-old argument.) 

In short, attempting to compare 
coastal Oregon with the Gorge is like 
trying to compare a dog with a cat; they’re 
two different animals. Wind, waves, and 
all other extraneous factors being con¬ 
stant, the one thing the Oregon coastline 
lacks, which the Gorge has in abun¬ 
dance, is crowds. 

It all started back in 1805, when Lewis 
and Clark met with a group of Indians on 
the lower Columbia. Although the Indians 
were heavy-shredding locals, after a few 
tokes on the piece pipe, they told Lewis 
and Company about this hot spot Captain 
Robert Grey discovered back in 1792. 
They said it had fresh water and that it 
blows consistently there.all summer. 

Lewis was definitely jazzed and 
wanted to go check it out; Clark, however, 
reminded him that all they brought along 
with them were some asymmetrical and 
wave sails (they had planned on discov¬ 
ering the west coast). So they wrote back 
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• to some of the larger companies to try to 

• get sponsorship. 

They were immediately signed on 

• with Astor’s Pacific Fur Company (a lead- 

• ing wetsuit and custom sloop manufac- 

• turer), and in 1811, the first R & D center 
■ was established at Fort Astor. (Of course, 
' it took a few years to get the goods, but it 

• was no small task carrying redwood 
’ blanks and canvas sails across the Ore- 
' gon Trail.) 

Astor soon became known as Astoria, 
’ or Hysteria (it was incredibly funny watch- 
' ing the Indians trying to jibe their 80- 

• pound quadro-concave canoes in 25 

• knots). 

But the sailors soon became weary of 
' flat-water sailing, so several frontiersmen 

• set out to pioneer some new spots. They 
’ headed south along the coast to a place 
’ near what is now called Florence. The 
' windsurfing here was even better than at 

• the old R & D center, and the wind was 

• more consistent, blowing nearly year- 

• round. 

Soon their ability had increased tre- 
’ mendously, and they were pulling off 

• beaver jibes (the Oregon equivalent to a 

• duck jibe) and Salem 360s with regularity. 

• In fact, they even had a new move they 
’ called the “Bunyan Roll" (created by Paul 
' himself). 

They felt it was time that their spon- 
’ sors did more for them, as they had estab- 

• lished their colony as the dominating 
’ force west of the Cascades. However, in 

• a leveraged buy-out, Astor’s Pacific Fur 
' Company had been acquired by 

• Hudson’s Bay Company, and they al- 

• ready had the hottest sailors in the north- 

• west on their team. Besides, the presi- 

• dent of Hudson’s Bay Company, John 

• McLoughlin, was a real drag 

So these early wave sailors tried to 

• establish their own team, with a supplier 

• who brought goods from around Cape 
' Horn and up the coast. Their initial efforts 
’ failed, as Team McLoughlin was too hot 

• and grabbed all the media attention. But 
' soon after, more and more people mi- 

• grated into the area and the balance of 

• power began to change. 

By 1848 the crowd scene had grown 

• to an unmanageable state and some- 

• thing had to be done. After considerable 

• tension and much negotiation between 

• the wave sailors and Gorge sailors, the 

• boundary was finally fixed at the 49th 

• parallel. The Territory of Oregon was 

• recognized in 1849. Oregon’s admission 

• to the Union in 1859 coincided with the 

• discovery of a hot new alloy for slalom 

• masts (gold). 

The old axiom “History repeats itself” 

• is appropriate when describing the cur- 

• rent state of windsurfing affairs on 

• Oregon’s coast. The smaller band of local 

• surf sailors along the coast (many of 

• whom are burned out on the Gorge 

• scene) have found the rugged yet exqui- 

• site beauty they were looking for in 

• Oregon’s Pacific splendor. 
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Come to the Aruba Highwind Center. 
Aruba’s best beachfront windsurfing resort! 


■ The best wind and launch 
in Aruba, Fisherman’s Huts, 
is right outside your door! 

■ The latest Mistral, Seatrend 
and custom equipment 
always rigged for you. 

■ Learn jibes, waterstarts 
or the basics from Mistral 
Certified instructors. 


■ Accommodations at the 
Holiday Inn Aruba, a beach¬ 
front resort featuring the 
largest water sports center 
in Aruba. 

Ask about our other desti¬ 
nations—Maul, Baja 
& Cancun. 


Call Vela Today! 

800 - 223-5443 


Tofl Free from 
U.& and Canada 


ARUBA 

vela highwind center 
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COME 

TO 

FLORIDA 

FOR 


SCHOOL 


ON 

YOUR 

NEXT 

VACATION 


Learn to boardsall or dramatically improve your sailing skills. Video taping and 
radio Instruction. Introductory lessons as well as Fast Tacks, Beach & Water Starts. 
Flare and Duck Gybes and more. 



ailboard 


Casuol relaxed, ski lodge type atmosphere with meals in a large renovated turn of 
the Century Road House. Small groups of not more than nine students means 
more personal attention and Instruction. 

jCf FANATIC Patty & Burr Hazen. The Sailboard Center 
" 9125 U.S. 1. Sebastian. FL 32958 
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GET READY FOR THE 1988 ABK’S FANATIC SAILBOARD 
RACING CAMPS WITH KAHE GRIFFITH 


Improve your windsurfing technique and 
enjoy some great camping at one of the 
beautiful camp locations. 

For more information on the ABK's camp 
nearyou, CALL: 

KATIE GRIFFITH—(415) 435-5134 

$358 covers camping facilities, meals, T- 
shirt and all clinics with daily video analysis. 


TOPICS covered include: Triangle racing, 
short board technique, sail and board trim, 
freestyle, water starts, race starts, rules, 
jibes, weather patterns, nutrition and 
conditioning. 

SPONSORED BY: FANATIC, 
WINDRIDfR, A.R.T., CARRERA, 
BARE, DAKINE, NAMBE, PRIJOU, 
KERRITS 
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WORLDWIDE WINDSURFING VACATIONS 
Best Winds. Best Boards. Best Resorts. 



CARIBBEAN: 
Antigua 
Aruba 
Barbados 
Bonaire 
Cura9ao 
Dom. Rep. 
St. Lucia 
St. Thomas 


HAWAII: 

Maui 

ITALY: 

Lake Garda 

AFRICA: 
Canary Isl. 


VACATION PACKAGES: 

Lathrop staff has windsurfed at 
all the resorts above, and can help 
match your windsurfing ability and 
vacation interests with the best 
package for you. As a full-service 
travel agency, Lathrop can arrange 
your air, lodging, transfers and sail¬ 
board reservations. 

AND CLINICS TOO! 

Lathrop Clinics offer all levels 
of enthusiasts an opportunity to 
rapidly improve their windsurfing 
skills at worldwide vacation sites. 


For a complete catalog, 
call or write: 

LATHROP 4 

WINDSURFING VACATIONS 

675 Massachusetts Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

TOLL-FREE: 1-800-222-LATH 
In MASS: 1-617-497-7744 
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OUTER BANKS 


May/June 

’89 


All the elements for perfect winch 
surfing! Wind and warm shallow 
sound conditions coupled with 
Kitty Hawk Sports’ weekend and 
week-long windsurfing camps 
offering clinics customized to the 
group. Field trips, social events 
and lodging. Perfect for the begin¬ 
ner and intermediate sailor. 
Advanced technique lessons also 
offered. 


For More 
Information or 
Reservations. 

Write: 

Kitty Hawk Sports, Attn: Keith 
P.0. Box 340, Nags Head, NC 27959 
or Call: (919) 4414124 


CLASSIFIED 

Stay in beautiful single-story rooms 
equipped with kitchenettes. Located on 
waterfront next to Fisherman's Huts (the 
best sailing spot in the Caribbean). 1989 
high-tech equipment for rent—Bic, North 
Sail, & Windsurfing Hawaii—rigged and 
ready to sail on waterfront. 

CALL OUR TRAVEL DESK 
1-800-252-1070 • 617-893-8782 
L.G. Smith Blvd. #462, Malmok, Aruba. 
Check with us for other specials to 
Caberete, Dominican Republic & San 
Juan, Puerto Rico. 

TAKE IT OFF. Take it aHoff, all the time 
you want to relax in the sun just fifty yards 
from the warm, clear Pacific when you 
rent this spacious, quiet MAUI BEACH 
HOUSE located between Paiaand 
Hookipa. Keep your sails rigged in the 
locked garage and sail right from the 
private, secluded cove. Fully furnished 
three bedroom, two bath house Is ideal for 
up to six people. At only $175/night you'll 
want to stay forever! For reservations and 
information call: (808) 871-6825. 


But this solitude was not earned with- * 
out cost. Just as the early settlers had to * 
face Indians, grizzlies, and other unfore- * 
seen dangers, the local surf sailors have * 
had to face frigid water, maxed-out * 
winds, and brutal surf. The Oregon coast- * 
line doesn’t just invite ruggedness, it ’ 
breeds it! 

Plenty of people have a lot of respect ’ 
for the local Oregon surf sailors. No mat- * 
ter how good the conditions look, it’s ’ 
tough getting motivated to sail in 48- ' 
degree water, especially in the middle of ’ 
summer!! And if the current sweeping ' 
sailors down the beach at four knots isn't * 
enough to put hair on their chests, the * 
logo-high waves breaking top-to-bottom ’ 
10 feet in front of them will surely do the * 
trick. It's not easy surf sailing the Oregon * 
coast—at times, it’s not even fun. 

Still, the local sailors have formed a ’ 
tight-knit, cohesive little group, demon- ‘ 
strating the sort of brotherhood that, un- * 
fortunately, is becoming less prevalent in * 
the sport. They certainly need to stick * 
together, because the rugged conditions * 
warrant it, and their ability definitely hasn't * 
suffered from this unity, as they can * 
smack the lip and jump with the best of ‘ 
them. 

While the Gorge rush happened * 
seemingly overnight, it doesn't seem * 
likely that the same sort of mass migration * 
will someday afflict coastal Oregon. The ' 
vast majority of the people who sail the * 
Gorge couldn’t even get past the shore- ’ 
break at many of the coastal areas (nor * 
would they particularly want to). Frigid' 
water, gnarly waves, and hammering * 
winds simply don’t turn on your average * 
recreational or fun sailor. 

So the local crew won't be dealing ’ 
with crowds; on the contrary, their num- 1 
ber one problem remains isolation. ’ 
There’s often no one around to sail with. ’ 
The locals can foster this isolation or they " 
can take measures to banish it. Oregon’s ’ 
state motto is “The Union,” and as more • 
and more media attention is focused on ' 
Oregon, the coastal crew will have to * 
decide whether they should join the un- * 
ion, secede from the union, or take it over * 
altogether! 

Contributed by Dean Kamazes 

SUDDEN DEATH : 
SAIL-OFF 


■■ lagging winds plagued the Mistral • 
'—i Nationals/Tudor Watch Ocean-To- • 
| Ocean Championships this year, • 
I as competitors strove to win the • 
coveted Corpus Christi Bay Trophy. 

Sailing to an overall first in three tri- • 
angle races and a second in the single • 
slalom race on Sanibel, Florida, on • 
November 11 through 13, was Guy Raf- • 
fee of La Jolla, California, the 1988 win- • 
ner. 

Donated to the USYRU (United States • 
Yacht Racing Union) by the Corpus • 
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ADVENTURE 

, ahead a 


ANNIVERSARYSPEClftL 

5 DAYS/4 NIGHTS 

5498 

inC LUDES ROUND TRIP 

TRANSFERS ALL TAXES 

& gratuities 


Baja’s Secret Spot - most consistent wind in Baja. 

Off-road adventures to other secret spots. 

Three different sailing sites - flatwater to waves 

Novice to expert skill sites - lessons available 

New Alpha equipment - 4 boards for every sailor / quick change rigs. 

Mountain bikes, kayaks, tennis, volleyball, snorkeling, swimming, 

sports fishing charters, Hobie Cat rentals. 

Spacious beachfront view suites - private, remote, unspoiled. 

44 miles southeast of La Paz, 26 miles north of Los Barriles. 

OPEN DEC. 1 THRU APRIL 15—BOOK EARLY 


CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY 
U.S.A. 800 / 423-4785 
CA 800 / 352-4334 

• 

Hotel Las Arenas 

Box 3766, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
213/921-0109 

Official Alpha Speed Center 
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Alpha International Speedweek 
Coming In March 
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A FIRST CLASS ALPHA HIGH WIND RESORT 
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Other upcoming South Padre Island boardsailing 
events include: 

BIC Sports 2nd Annual Speed Trials 
March 31—April 10,1989 

Alpha Worlds—November, 1989 


WINTER 

PARK'S? 

RESORT 


COLORADO 


wdfifiicCto. 

ISIAND TKXAS 


THE BETTER END OF THE ISLAND 


Call Toll Free for information and our Video Tour: 

(TX) 1-800-992-4753 (US) 1-800-992-7263 (CANADA) 1-800-343-2368 

South Padre Island Visitor & Convention Bureau 
P.O. Box 3500-WR, South Padre Island, Texas 78597 


al®e up 


SOUTH PADRE ISLAND/WINTER PARK 
BLOWOUT ’89 


May 5-7 

Men’s & Women’s 
Divisions 


Year-round warm waters in the 
Gulf of Mexico and Laguna 
Madre Bay. Sail “The Ditch,” 
“Boca,” “The Flats” and “Jetties" 
for a variety of challenging wind 
conditions. *AII proceeds to 
benifit Sea Turtle, Inc. 





ILBOARDS 

PANEL "V" DESIGNS 
FIN SYSTEMS • DEMOS 
* CLUB DILL SPORTSWEAR 

For new color brochure and piranha sticker: Send $2.00to Dill Sailboards, 
1027 Industrial Avenue Hood River, OR 


’ Christi Yacht Club, the trophy is to go to * 
each year’s top amateur boardsailor, to ’ 
be determined at whatever regatta the * 
USYRU designates. This year, the * 
USYRU chose the Tudor Watch Ocean- * 

• to-Ocean Championships, as the annual * 
Mistral Nationals are now called. 

A lack of wind during the three-day * 
regatta limited the A fleet to three triangle * 
races, one each day Sailing on a sepa- * 
’ rate, shorter course, the B and C fleets ’ 
’ and the A fleet seniors sailed six races. * 
After a morning of registration and * 
’ chartering boards, Friday’s races were * 

• sailed in a weakened afternoon sea ’ 

• breeze There were 172 Mistral Super- * 
’ lights racing on the two courses. On the * 

• A-fleet course, a two- to three-knot tide * 

• pushed the boards across the starting ’ 
’ line, resulting in numerous restarts. By the * 
’ time this race had finished, it was too late * 
’ in the day to start a second one. 

To take advantage of the morning * 
’ land breeze, the white flag for the first ’ 
’ race Saturday went up at 8:30. A second * 

• A-fleet race was started, but right during * 

• the starting sequence the wind dropped ’ 
’ to such an extent that those in the third * 

• and last start could not make it across the * 
’ line against the adverse tide. The race * 

• was abandoned. In mid-afternoon the * 
’ first hints of the sea breeze had everyone * 
' launching in anticipation of another race, ’ 

• but the breeze failed to materialize, and ’ 
' racing was called off for the day. 

To take advantage of the anticipated ’ 
’ morning breeze, Sunday's racing started * 

• with a white flag at 7:30. In spite of this ' 
‘ one-hour headstart, however, only one ‘ 

• race was completed before the wind' 

• dropped. 

The race committee was now faced * 

• with determining which of the winners in ’ 

• the four men’s and two women’s A-fleet' 

• divisions would be the recipient of the * 
' Corpus Christi Bay Trophy. It had previ- * 

• ously been decided that if there was not * 

• enough wind for the planned series of' 

• slalom races, a single slalom race, wind ' 

• or no wind, would be held to make this ' 

• determination. 

Also to be established were the men’s * 

• and women’s overall regatta champions. * 

• For this determination, the top masters * 

• sailor in each A-fleet division was also • 

• included, along with the top junior sailor. • 

A total of 11 competitors participated • 

• in this light-wind, sudden-death slalom * 

• race. Taking first in this all-star group was * 

• masters-sailor Bill Lelbach of Tampa, • 

• Florida. By virtue of his slalom win and his • 

• first-place finish among the masters in the * 

• men’s heavyweight triangles, Lelbach * 

• was declared the men’s overall regatta • 

• winner. 

As previously noted, Raffee was sec- • 

• ond in the slalom and had been first in the • 
•men’s heavyweight triangles (to- 

• Lelbach's fourth), and as a result, he won • 

• the Corpus Christi Trophy. Lanee Butler ■ 

• of Laguna Miguel, California, was fifth in • 

• the slalom, but the first woman to finish, • 
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and first in the women’s heavyweight tri¬ 
angles She was named the women's 
overall winner. 

While racing at the Tudor Watch re¬ 
gatta was curtailed by a lack of wind, the 
winds were adequate for the three com¬ 
pleted triangle races, sometimes blowing 
as much as 10 knots. Veteran sailor Ben 
McGuire of Windsurfing of Sanibel 
served as regatta director for the A fleet. 
Roger Neuman of Cape Coral served as 
race director for the B and C fleets and A 
fleet seniors. Mistral regatta coordinator 
Ken Emerick and southeastern rep Guy 
Britton assisted in the operation. 
Contributed by Bob Awtrey 
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February 19: Rainbow Fin Co. Speed 
trials, San Carlos Bay, Ft. Myers Beach, 
FL. Contact Wind Dancer Watersports at 
813-466-7873. 

March 4-5 or March 11-12: Hyper¬ 
form/Natural Art Florida Wave Challenge, 
Satellite Beach, FL. Contact Hyperform 
at 407-632-6503. (First possible date.) 
March 5: Wind Dancer Slalom Series 
'89, San Carlos Bay, Ft. Myers Beach, FL. 
Contact Wind Dancer Watersports at 
813-466-7873. 

March 5: Rainbow Fin Co. Speed Trials, 
Titusville Causeway, FL. Contact 
Windsurfing Orlando at 407-275-7574. 
March 17-18: South Sailboard Speed 
Trials, with guest official Jimmy Lewis, 
Key West, FL. Contact Miguel at South 
Sailboards, 305-296-0755. 

March 17-19: Sunshine Regatta, Long 
Distance Slalom and Course Racing, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL. Contact Stephan Cole¬ 
man at 305-564-6097 or 305-764-1711. 
March 25, 26: Dash for Cash Easter 
Regatta, Roanoke Sound, Nags Head, 
NC. Contact Kitty Hawk Kites at 919-441 - 
4124. 
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Vacation clinics and 
race packages 
available. Call for 
information today! 




WINDRIDER 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

CLINICS: 

THE GORGE 
ARUBA 
ST. CROIX 

FEATURING TOP PROS 




ARUBA CURACAO BONAIRE BARBADOS THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
PUERTO RICO ANTIGUA THE FLORIDA KEYS DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
AND OTHER HOT SPOTS 

CALL: 800-237-9455, or, in Orlando: 647-2170 
WRITE: P.0. Box 2731, Winter Park, FL 32790 
















































































SCHOOLS 


& SHOPS 


_ CALIFORNIA 

AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION. Sac- 
ramento. 916-635-4479. Valley’s largest se¬ 
lection of boardsailing equipment. Sales, 
rentals and lessons for beginning to ad¬ 
vanced sailors. 

WINDSPORTS-MARIN. Lessons, rentals, 
sales, service, repairs Free catalogue. 1595 
E. Francisco Blvd., San Rafael. CA 94901 
415-459-1171. 

WINDSPORTS-SAN FRANCISCO. 3620 
Wawona. San Francisco, CA 94116. Lessons, 
rentals, sales We ship anywhere. 415-753- 
8828 or 459-1171. 

CONNECTICUT 

SUNSPORT. 203-637-4664. Mistral. Fa¬ 
natic, F-2, Wind & Surf custom, O’Neill, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Neil Pryde, North. 

WATER-WISE. 250 Broad St.. Manchester, 
CT 06040. 203-647-SAIL. Boardsailing is our 
life! Production and custom equipment for all 
levels. Demo center. Parts and accessories. 
Lessons by friendly certified personnel. 
GREAT SERVICE!! Race series Sailboard 
club 

FLORIDA 

A WINDSURFING PLACES. The place for 
all your windsurfing needs. Florida's most 
complete waterfront rental, retail and storage 
facility. Long- and short-term rentals of Mistral 
and Seatrend boards. USYRU certified 
school. Private and group instruction at all 
levels. Changing and showering facility. Full- 
service retail shop featuring largest selection 
of new and used boards. Located at Miami 
Marine Stadium, 3501 Rickenbacker Cswy., 
Key Biscayne, FL 33142. Call 305-361-1225. 

AGUERA WIND & SURF. Beachcomber 
Hotel, 6200 Gulf Blvd., St Pete Beach. 813- 
360-3783. Sales, lessons, rentals. 

BLUE WATER MARINE SPORTS. All 

major brands of boards, accessories, and 
beachwear. Professional sales and service. 
2662 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33133. Order 
hotline 305-858-3035. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. Waterfront 
location. 2755 N. Banana River Dr., Merritt 
Island, FL 32953. Official "Gaastra Test Cen¬ 
ter" for SE. Mistral certified instructors, rentals, 
repairs, sales, vacation packages. 407-453- 
3223. 

CARBON DYNAMICS, INC. Aerospace 
materials for home builders. Consulting, re¬ 
search and design. Aircraft and sailboards. 
5255 85th St., Vero Beach, FL 32967. 407- 
589-0123. 

FUNBOARDS, INC. WINDSURFING. 

Managed by former World Cup racer Hayes 
H. Harris. Located in beautiful Delray Beach, 
FL, and now a second location in West Palm 
Beach! Official Neil Pryde. F2, and Tiga test 
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centers. Absolute lowest prices on new and 
used boards and accessories 5 We ship any¬ 
where! Send for our free listing. Oceanside 
and lakefront rental sites. Daily or weekly 500 
S. Ocean Blvd , Delray Beach, FL 33444 407- 
272-0973. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, INC. 

5254 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34242 813- 
349-3828 On the Gulf, large rental fleet, les¬ 
sons. Mistral, Alpha. Hi-Tech, accessories, 
sportswear. 

SAILING STORE. Central Florida’s largest 
and most complete sailing center. Recrea¬ 
tional and high-performance sailboards, ac¬ 
cessories, Hobie cats, monohulls IF IT 
SAILS—WE SELL IT. Rentals and lessons on 
beautiful Lake Fairview. Only 20 minutes from 
Disney World. 407-291-2345. 

SOUTH SAILBOARDS. 5160 US Hwy 1, 
Key West, FL 33040 305-296-0755 A full- 
service shop. Hi-performance rentals. Sail 
repairs, custom harnesses, board bags, ac¬ 
cessories 

SUNSET SAILBOARDS. 541 N Palmetto 
Ave, Sanford, FL 32771 #1 sailing school in 
Central Florida On the beach at Lake Monroe. 
We have Fanatic, O’Brien, and Better 
Beachwear. Your one-stoo shop at Florida's 
premiere inland sailing center. 407-321-4099 

WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS. Sales, 
rentals, school/lodging available. USYRU 
certified instructors Ft Myers Beach. 813- 
466-SURF (7873) 

WIND HEAVEN WINDSURFING. 2425 N. 
Courtenay, Merritt Island, FL 32953. Fanatic, 
Seatrend, Bic, Boardworks, Aerotech, North. 
Rentals. Shortboard headquarters 1 407-425- 
WIND. 

HAWAII 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING. 

Maui's most complete retail and rental shop 
offers everything for the traveling sailor. Over 
200 rental boards and Maui’s high-wind test 
center for Mistral, F2, Tiga, Neil Pryde, Gaas¬ 
tra, Simmer Style, and Jimmy Lewis Custom 
boards. Lessons available for waterstarts and 
jibes. Call or write: Hawaiian Island Windsurf¬ 
ing, 460 Dairy Road, Kahului, HI 96732. Toll- 
free 800-231-6958, 808-871-4981. 

KANAHA SAILBOARDS. Rent Maui's best 
for less! 55 Kaahumanu Ave., Kahului, HI 
96732. 800-666-6629 or 808-871-2662. 

THE MAUI WINDSURF COMPANY 
AND MAUI MAGIC WINDSURFING 
SCHOOLS. Closest shops to Kanaha 
Beach/Airport. Complete air, car, condo, 
equipment, lesson packages available. 
Maui's best equipment/instruction. See ad¬ 
vertisements this issue! 520 Keolani Place. 
Kahului. Maui 96732.808-877-4816. Toll-free 
800-872-0999. 


ILLINOIS __ 

MARINE MART. 639 Ogden Ave , Downers 
Grove, IL 60515 312-968-6477. Mistral. Al¬ 
pha sailboards. O’Neill, Bare wetsuits. Nike 
aqua socks Complete line of parts and ac¬ 
cessories FREE sailboard clinics every Tues¬ 
day during season 

WINDWARD SPORTS. Specials Bigger 
than ever Better than ever. 1989 equipment in 
stock 3317 N. Clark, Chicago, IL 60657. 312- 
472-6868 

MASSACHUSETTS 

BUZZARD'S BAY SAILBOARDS. On 

warm windy Buzzard’s Bay All major lines 
carried Lessons, rentals, demos. Northeast 
dealer for Hi-Per Tech slalom boards. Rt 6, 
Marion, MA, 508-748-1648 

CAPE SAILBOARDS. Falmouth, MA 
02540. 508-540-8800 Specializing in high- 
performance equipment and service AN¬ 
GULO HAWAII customs 

_ MICHIGAN _ 

SURF’S UP. O’Brien, Bic, F2, Fanatic, North, 
Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii New and 
USED equipment. 30 boards displayed 1 2840 
Orchard Lake Road. Keego Harbor, Ml 48320. 
313-681-9100. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

N.H. HOBIE/WINDSURF. Rt 1, Seabrook, 
NH 03874. 603-474-3661. EXCLUSIVE NEW 
ENGLAND BOB DILL DEALERSHIP. Mistral, 
Gaastra, Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii— 
specialty shop. 

NEW JERSEY 

CRANFORD BOAT BOARDSAILING 
CENTER. Mid-Atlantic Region’s boardsail¬ 
ing superstore! Unbeatable selection at un¬ 
matched prices Leftover specials. Tested 
accessory/hardware department. Used 
equipment. Special F2 prices now. (201) 272- 
6991. 

LONG BEACH SURF SUPPLY. Mistral, 
Klepper, Bic, Aitken, Westwind, Windsurfing 
Hawaii. Fleetwood. Neil Pryde. Freedom and 
mgre. Sales, lessons, service, rentals 819 
Barnegat Ave., Ship Bottom, NJ 08008. 609- 
494-5454 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER. Rt. 10 

West, Morris Plains, NJ 07950.201-267-0964. 
New Jersey’s largest volume Mistral, Bic, and 
F2 dealership. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra, North, 
Freedom, and Windwing. Full stock of all the 
accessories you need by top manufacturers. 
Best selection of O'Neill wetsuits in NJ. 

NEW YORK 

ISLAND WINDSURFING. New York's old¬ 
est and finest shop, conveniently located in 
Manhattan. 1623 York Ave., NYC 10028.212- 
744-2000. One of the largest selections on the 
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east coast We ship worldwide. Mail orders 
welcome Two certified Mistral schools on 
Long Island; Southampton 516-283-1198, 
New Suffolk 516-734-7834. Reservations 212- 
744-2000. 

LAKESPORTS. On Lake George, Huletts 
Landing, NY 12841 518-499-2647 Complete 
line of Mistral boards and accessories. In¬ 
structor certification. Second location: King¬ 
ston, NY 914-757-4166. 

NEW YORK BOARDSAILING, INC. 1000 
East Shore Dr., Ithica, NY 14850. Upstate’s #1 
specialty shop. Complete school and rental 
program. F2, Tiga, Mistral, O’Brien, Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, North and lots 
more. Open year ’round! 607-273-2560. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

KITTY HAWK SPORTS. Looking for en- 
thusiastic managers, reservationists, sales¬ 
persons, windsurfing and sailing instructors 
for the 1989 season for our Nags Head and 
Avon stores. The most complete windsurfing 
operation on the Outer Banks. Lessons, rent¬ 
als, vacation packages, and sales. Kitty Hawk 
Sports sailing site at Windmill Point is the 
Mistral and North Test Centers for the East 
Coast. We’re a quality operation looking for 
quality people. Contact Keith or Ralph. 800- 
334-4777, or write to PO Box 340, Nags Head, 
NC 27959. 

NORTH BEACH SAILING. In Duck, offers 
Outer Banks windsurfers the best. Sales, rent¬ 
als, and guaranteed lessons. Catamarans 
available. F2/Neil Pryde "Fun Center." Certi¬ 
fied "American Sailboard Training Center.” 
Managers/Instructors wanted for 
summer 1989. Box 1113, Kitty Hawk, NC 
27949. 919-261-7100/6262. 


OHIO 


SUNSPORTS SURF COMPANY. 6110 
Busch Blvd., Columbus, Ohio 43229. Central 
Ohio’s only full-service dealer. Sales, rentals, 
lessons, repairs, accessories. Fanatic, Bic, 
Alpha. We buy and sell used equipment. 614- 
431-3336. 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO. 114 Wester¬ 
ville Mall, Westerville, OH 43081. 614-890- 
9008. Ohio's largest surf shop. Mistral, Hi-Fly, 
Gaastra. Certified Mistral School. Complete 
line of accessories and beach wear. Open all 
year. 

_ OREGON 

GORGE WINDSURFING. 319 E. 2nd. The 
Dalles. OR 97058.503-298-8796. Retail, les¬ 
sons. rentals. Safest Gorge locations for be¬ 
ginners and learning waterstarts. Open year- 
round. Mailorder. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. Leaders 
in shortboard instruction. Gaastra. Pryde. 
Tiga, Seatrend, and custom rentals. Gorge 
travel service. FREE catalogue. 4 4th St., 
Hood River. OR 97031.503-386-5787. 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

AMERICAN ENERGY. 7th Street Railroad 
Station, Perkasie, PA 18944. 215-257-6693. 
Everything you need! Sales, lessons, per¬ 
sonal year 'round service for all abilities. 
WESTWIND, ALPHA, NEIL PRYDE. 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTORS. 2510 MacArthur Rd., Whitehall, 
PA 18052. 215-437-0321 Open year ’round, 
seven days for boards, sails, rentals, lessons, 
accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, F2, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Seatrend, O’Brien, Neil 
Pryde, North, Gaastra, O’Neill, Bare, Fiber- 
spar, and more in stock. Call for lesson and 
race clinic info. Call toll-free in eastern PA: 
800-832-3300 for Hooked on Windsurfing’s 
expert sen/ice. 

ROSE VALLEY SPORTS. 1501 Seneca 
Run, Ambler, PA 19002. 215-643-6018. '88 
clearance sale, 25-35% off. Slightly used 
merchandise also available. 

SHANK’S MARE. Ten years' experience. 
On-water facility. Trade-in program. Largest 
year ’round selection featuring Fanatic, Mis¬ 
tral, O’Brien, Hi-Fly, Seatrend boards. North, 
Windwing, ART sails. O’Neill, Bare, Body 
Glove wetsuits. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

SAILING & SKI CONNECTION. Your 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with 
two locations. Sales, rentals, repairs, lessons. 
Featuring Mistral, Alpha, Hi-Tech, Gaastra, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Myrtle Beach, SC. 803- 
626-SAIL. 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD. The 

Plaza at Shelter Cove, Hilton Head Island, SC 
29928. 803-686-6996. The largest, most so¬ 
phisticated boardsailing school. Beginner to 
advanced instructions. All.-around and hi- 
performance rentals. South east's most com¬ 
prehensive board shop. 

TEXAS 


H.O.T. WINDSURFING. 3629 E. Business 
Hwy 190, Killeen, TX 76051. 817-690-SAIL. 
Sales, rentals, accessories, BIG Instructions. 

WIND & WAVE WATERSPORTS. 10721 
South Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi. TX 
78418, 512-937-WAVE. Sales, rentals, serv¬ 
ice. KLEPPER HIGH-WIND CENTER. Accom¬ 
modations, assistance. 512-937-WIND for 
wind report. 

WOODS HOLE WIND SPORTS. South 
Padre Island's ALPHA SPEED CENTER. Rent¬ 
als,- school, vacation packages. 401 Hwy. 
100, Port Isabel. TX 78578. 512-943-2810. 

VIRGINIA 

CUSTOM WINDSURFING INC. Newest 
windsurfing shop in Virginia Beach. Huge 
selection of new and used equipment. Sail 
repairs, high-performance accessories, rent¬ 
als, and lessons available. Seatrend, O'Brien, 


Angulo, and North Sails. Call 804-496-WIND. 
FAX: 804-496-3753. 2817 Shore Dr., Suite 
#111, Virginia Beach, VA 23451. Mail orders 
available. Quantity discounts. Other dealers 
welcome for sail repairs and price quotes. 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING. PO Box 

7021, St. Thomas, USVI 00801. 809-776- 
3486. Island’s most complete windsurfing 
center. Mistral certified school on Morningstar 
Beach. Retail shop in Ramada Yacht Haven 
Marina. Hourly, daily, weekly rentals. Mistral. 
Fanatic, Hi-Fly, Windsurfing Hawaii. Da Kine, 
Gaastra, ART. Yacht and hotel packages. 

EASTWIND WATERSPORTS. Red Hook 
Plaza in Sapphire Beach, St. Thomas, 809- 
775-5066. Certified instructors. Beginner and 
advanced lessons. Complete retail shop, 
carrying Hi-Tech, O’Brien, Calvert, Fleet- 
wood, Quicksilver, Local Motion, Da Kine. 
Nike. Daily/weekly rentals, surfboards, boogie 
boards, charter boat packages available. 

WEST INDIES WINDSURFING. PO Box 

2643, St. Thomas, VI 00803. 809-775-6530. 
Vi's first and finest. Seatrend, F2, Tiga. 
O'Brien. Complete sailboard shop, sales, les¬ 
sons and rentals. Air, land and water pack¬ 
ages. 


INTERNATIONAL 
_ ARUBA _ 

ROOMS & BOARDS. Stay at Windsurf Vil¬ 
las, THE closest accommodations to 
Fisherman’s Huts at beach. Ground-floor units 
with private baths, entrances, and equipped 
kitchenettes. Board shop on premises. Over 
100 1989 custom and production boards for 
rent. 800-252-1070. 617-893-8782. 

BRITISH WEST INDIES 

NICK’S AQUA SPORTS GRAND CAY¬ 
MAN. c/o Hyatt Regency, Box 1588, Grand 
Cayman, BWI, 1-800-255-NICK. Full-service 
watersports with complete line of Fanatic sail¬ 
boards. Instructions are our specialty. 

CANADA 


THE HARRISON BEACH SPORTS CO. 

PO Box #193. Harrison Hot Springs, BC, 
Canada VOM1K0. We specialize in sales and 
rentals of high-performance equipment. Near 
BEAR CREEK, Harrison Lake’s hot new sailing 
spot. 604-796-3686. 


SHOP DEALERS . 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW. Copy ’ 
and check must be received three months * 
prior to cover date. Send $2 per word/per * 
issue to: WindRider Shops Directory, PO Box • 
2456, Winter Park. FL 32790. Eight issue • 
dates: Mar, Apr, May, June. July, Aug, Sept/ . 
Oct, Nov/Dec. Questions? Call Tracy at 407- 
628-4802. 
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T he big race was being spon¬ 
sored by United Telephone. 

Why on earth, 1 wondered, would 
a local telephone company 
sponsor a windsurfing competition? 
What would they be getting by helping 
to promote windsurfing? But the more I 
thought about it, the more it made 
sense. 

You see, I learned to windsurf over 
the phone. I know, I know, in this day 
and age of windsurfing "academies,” 
sailboard instructional "institutes,” and 
plain old learn-to-windsurf schools, it 
may seem pretty silly; but 
this was several years ago, 
and besides, it wasn't as if 
didn’t try to learn on a lake. 

The lake was Green 
Lake in the heart of Seattle 
and if ever there was a 
more placid, non-intimidat¬ 
ing body of water on the 
earth, I have yet to see it. 

Now, this friend of mine 
started windsurfing in the 
early 70s—before foot¬ 
straps and battens and 
even harnesses. He was 
one of the early addicts 
and he wanted in the worst 
way to addict me so that 
he’d have someone to play 
hooky from the real world 
with. 

So he promised me a 
free lesson if I’d come to 
Seattle. Not one to pass up a free 
anything, I went. When I arrived, Green 
Lake was so still that a mosquito 
landing in the middle made ripples that 
radiated all the way to shore. No 
sailing that day, even for beginners, but 
I did get to admire the huge board 
strapped to the top of his car. 

I decided to give up windsurfing 
before I even tried it. Then in 19811 
had an assignment to go take windsurf¬ 
ing photos on Maui. I watched in 
amazement as a clan of muscled 15- 
year-olds shredded in the waves of 
Hookipa. Holy Fin Stash, Batboy, is this 
windsurfing? Hey, I gotta do this! 

Back on the mainland, I called my 
friend in Seattle. “Hey, I changed my 
mind—I gotta do this sport. What do I 
need?" 

He read off a long list of mysterious 
items that I “needed." “Great," I said. 
“Go buy them all for me and I’ll be up 
next weekend to pick them up." 

A week later I was back home with a 
van-full of unfamiliar paraphernalia. I 
couldn't wait to begin shredding the 
ips of my local swamp. That very night 
began to try to figure out what all this 
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Windsurfing 
by Phone 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


stuff I just bought did. All too soon I 
was on the phone to my “friend." “Say, 
what do I do with this yellow thing-a-ma- 
jig? Tie it to the big black gizmo or 
what?" 


A full hour and many confusing terms 
later, I was back at it. But for every step 
I figured out there were two more that 
were complete mysteries. I was back 
on the phone every half hour until I had 
everything rigged up. So far, this sport 
had cost me $800 in equipment and 
$35 in phone calls. 

The next day it only took one 15- 
minute call to re-rig. Out on the “lake," I 
began to learn to windsurf. All by 
myself. No books, no magazines, no 
videos, no friends. Just me and 50 
pounds of plastic and dacron out on the 
water. Ah, adventure! 

After several hours I actually got the 
sail out of the water and caught a puff 
that instantly propelled me over the 
handlebars. I started making my list of 
questions for the evening's phone call. 

“Say, what do you do when... and 
how do you know if... and where do you 
put your feet when..?" My friend had 
incredible patience. Either that or he 
owned stock in the phone company. 

This process went on for several 
weeks as my sailing skills grew and the 
percentage of my income allocated to 
windsurfing grew small in relation to the 


percentage allocated to my phone bill. 
On some days I would call my friend at 
8 a.m. for my morning briefing, then 
again at lunch to find out how I was 
doing, and again that night to prepare 
for the next lesson. 

After a few years the sport caught on 
and I found I didn't have to make quite 
as many phone calls to learn new 
things. But did my phone bill finally go 
down once I had learned to windsurf? 
Nooo way. It got worse. 

I started calling friends all over the 
state to see if it was blowing. When 
someone in California 
installed the first 
windline, I used to call 
every day even though I 
lived in Colorado. Same 
with New England. 

But my biggest bills 
of all came when I 
began competing by 
phone. "Hey, Joe, I just 
got in off the water 
where I was duck jibing 
all day... What have you 
been up to?" I would 
smugly begin the call. 

Joe would then up me 
one in a quick but futile 
attempt at the Queens 
Jibe Gambit and I would 
come back with a 
variation of the Sicilian 
Uphaul Defense; the 
Bad Phone Line. I'd 
rattle the dial, bang on the receiver, and 
yell, “We must have a bad connection... 
Call me back," and hang up. That 
saved me some money, I’ll tell you. Joe, 
if he thought he had completed some 
maneuver I hadn't, would immediately, 
call back to begin the competition 
anew. 

But when I was on a roll there was 
no stopping me. I’d talk windsurfing for 
hours, reliving every moment of a day of 
racing or the perfect floating jump I had 
effortlessly performed. The phone 
company sent me lovely thank-you 
notes in the form of little lists noting all 
my calls each month, just in case I had 
forgotten. 

Looking back on what I spent on 
phone calls to learn and communicate 
about windsurfing over the past 10 
years, I figure I could have hired Hoyle 
Schweitzer himself as my full-time 
personal tutor. But then, who would 
there be to sponsor that windsurfing 
race? ■ 


Old habits are hard to break! Eric 
Sanford currently gives waterstart 
lessons via phone. 
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P\ Designed by Jimmy Lewis, the Allegro is the 
: -* exact replica of the prototype he uses in the 
n \ j international Speed Trials. It has a single 
\j[_y concave hull with planing rails which provide 

I quick planing and 
maximum 

w acceleration. 

UbhIMJe^ A properly curved 

rocker pattern enables the Allegro to increase its speed 




have hit their top end. The Allegro is 
a record board. The Allegro is equipped with all new 

accessories designed by Bic Sport for maximum • .... 

performance: a speed fin specially designed by Jimmy Lewis for high speed, 
extra wide rear footstraps screwed directly into molded inserts, and an 
aluminium fin and mast box. Combine the Allegro with a Up 
s speed sail for the ultimate combination in speed and 
rformance. Bic Allegro, the new Jimmy Lewis “Speed Gun’ 
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BIC 


ALLEGRO: 
THE JIMMY 
LEWIS 
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Bic Sport Canada: 9300 Ouest Boul. Henri Bourassa. VilleSRaurent, Quebec. H4S1LS. (514) 339-1970. 
Reader Service 9 


'SPI 
GUN". 



"A lot of people think 
I am a magician 
because a majority 
of the speed records 
have been set on 
my prototypes. 
But I prefer how¬ 
ever to talk about 
my experiences: 
the experience of 
speed runs in heavy 
wind, the expe¬ 
rience of the Speed 
Trials, the expe¬ 
rience of shaping 
boards for the fas¬ 
test sailors in the 
world. The Allegro 
is the accumulation 
of my work over the 
years on speed and 
the result of my 
desire to constantly 
push those speed 
limits* Technical 
characteristics: 
Length: 2.7 m (8* IT) 
-Width: 0.45 m (18") 
- Volume: 731 
- Weight*: 
7 kg (15 lbs) 
Scoop: 0.18 m (7*). 


UP is a registered trademark of UP Sports, Inc. 
and usage by license of UP Sports, Inc. 




Hull with inserts and mast Hack 
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Fun & Function 

IS OUR PHILOSOPHY;^ 

Functional 

PRODUCTS PERFORM 
BETTER AND 
PERFORMANCE IS FUN, 


WIN ON F2 AND 
ENJOY THE FUN! 
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